No. 21
6725 Falrfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

8 August 1976

Greg Adamson
Box 6
Onego, West Virginia 26886

Dear Greg:

‘Blll Sexton has been telling me about the discussion you and he had
about our doing some rescue sessions at the Virginia Regional. I
believe that all of ue are in agresement on how we shoudd approach this,
Basically, I see it this way: we should concern ouselves at this
session with basic rescue and medical techniques of concern to the
average eaver. We should not get into any dlisputes about rescue
philosophy; that sort of thing will certainly not do us any good.
Besides, it 18 not what interests the average caver; he wants to

know more about practical, easy-to-understand methods and equipment.

I would like very much for Sexton to be coordinator for the rescue
program, I think you agree that he is partioularly qualified for this
gince he knows many of the people who will be there, and he has a
common sense approach to the rescue situation. Some of the other
people I would like to see involved are Ray Cole, who 1s a member of
our group and of D.C. Grotto, and Bill Clem, Chairman of the
Charlottesville Group, and who was with me when we saw you last 1ln
Seneca. I would also like to invite Bob Barlow, who 1s from down

in Bland, Virginia. I am not sure you know him, but he was at the NS8
convention and helped out with the medical considerations.

1 would like very much to hear your ideas on this subject. It would
be good if you could write a letter to us, since that would give
us official notice of our involvement.

Also, try to make it down thls next weekend (the 14th and 15th) to the
D.C. Grotto Organ Cave project trip. I will probably be going down
with Ray Cole, who is coordinator, or someone else from thils area,

and it would be good for us to discuss the Virginia Regional situation.

Tom Vines
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No. 21
6725 Falrfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

Mr. Ted Waddell

C&0 National Hlistorical Park
11710 MacArthur Blvd.
Potomao, Maryland 20854

Dear Ted:

I would llke to take this opportunity to thank you very much
for the considerable time and energy that you devoted to our
group during Sunday's training session. Of particular interest
to us ware all the interrelated elements that are involved in
the rescue situation at Great Falls.

As promised, I am encloeing a release that describes the activities
of our organization. This particular release was designed for

the Emergency Coordinators in Viginia, and you will note that

he callout number in that of the University of Virginia Police.

#8 of our current projects 1s to obtain the use of a 24
jnber in this area for situations that mey arise in Maryland.
Ron Wilson tells me that in the Southwest they use an answering
gervice for 24=hour emergency calls. This is a good solution

to their problem, but unfortunately a considerable expense for a
volunteer organization, 8o, it still remains a problem,

Our next training session in your area concerne search techniques
and 1is scheduled for July 25, The training officer for that occasion
1s Ray Cole; he should be getting in touch in the near future.

Harold Bailey has asked me to remind you of his basic map and
compass course which he will be teaching soon. Anyone gnterested
can contact him at 762-0722 (nighte) or 347-3287, ex. (days).

Tom Vines,
Chairman FVSARG

Etesed F.'lg o My 1977
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APPALACHIAN -

SEARCH & RESCUE

CONFERENCE, INC.
2617 Jefferson Drive Alexandria, Virginia 22303

2ugust 92,1976

C & O Canal Haticnal Historic Park
11710 Meirthur Z1va,
Fotense,lD, 20850

led,

Bacloaed is the informetion I promisqed.
- .
1) Lost person questicnnzire
2) iylen iiighwey articles
n) Lifting with pullies
b) Don Devison's ascending system
3) Slides which you wmay retain

n iafo:mal publication thai serves &s
ving inforration. Ycu might be
WH, Ycu or anycue
brary jpreseantly

o start.

The lylon Highway, (VL) is 2
a scuanding beard for verticel c

clse are welcore to my

resides. It'y very

Thanks sgain to toth you zad Sucy Zurson for your zssistance cn
the July ‘4th sezrch exercise.

Yours truly,

fey Cele
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No. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

27 Auguet 1976

Mr, Albert A. Sheaffer
Chief, IRRM

National Park Service
Prince William Forest Park
Triangle, Virginia 22172

&
ggar Al:

As we mentioned when we vere last in your area, we are having a
survival course on the weekend of September 1l conducted by

Lou Ritter of the Mgryland Natural Resources Police. We have
regerved several slots for people éudéfide of our organization, so
you=-0or any of your personnel--are welcomed to participate.

I have enclosed a packet of information about the course for any
who might be interested., If anyone does wish to participate, then
they should complete the enclosed walver form and the dats
questionnairs and return it by September 5 to lLarry Cline at:

5758 Flagflower Placge
Columbia, Maryland 21045

If you ne%d more than one copy of the forms, then it would
be quite £11 right to make xerox coples.

3!

If you have any questions, then you may phone Larrg at
301/997-9061 (evenings) and 202/447-TTAT (weekdays) or
you may phone me at 301/§f2-2589,

Tom Vines,
Chairman PVSARG

Eu\.w l:."& 4 Ma‘)’ 1977
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
C&O CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
_ PO BOX 4@
IN REPLY REFER TO: SHARPSBURG, MD 21782

August 29, 1976

Mr. Tom Vines, Potomac Valley Region Chapter
Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference s Inc.
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

Dear Tomi

We were pleased to have you and Bill Clem participate in owr practice/
research session on the effects of small helicopter propwash on area
rescue boats, canoes and kayaks on August 2. Such an informal multi-
agency gathering of different disciplines contr ituted to the overall
success of the day and to the thorough, sometimes swprising results.
We appreciate your expertise in the canoe with Bill and a valiant
attempt to stay upright in the propwashl!

We will pass on yowr address and information about the survival

training and ASRC in general to Bill Herren of Cabin John Park VFD.

With his experience in water rescue, he would be an interesting addition
to yowr cadre of persomnel. Ted and I are again sorry we are unable

to send a representative to the upcoming survival session. With

winter coming, however, we anticipate greater latitude in visitor
protection staff scheduling that will allow us the freedom to attend
future training.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

¢
:;}LCCLL- .,
3.

Judith A. Burson
Supervisor, Visitor Protection







No. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

9 8eptember 1976

Dr. Douglas McAllister

Division of Emergency Medicine
Room 320

6525 Bslerest Road

West Hyattaville, Maryland 20782

Dear Dr. McAllister

We would like to thank you for supplying us with information
concerning the EMS Seminar in Virginia Beach. As I mentioned in
our phone conveérsation, finding adequate--and relevant--medical
training for our members ocontinues to be a vexing problem,

and information relating to this situation 1s most helpful.

As we promised, we have enclosed some information about our

organization. If you have any questions about our group, or
if you have any further information that would be of uselso

us, then please phone us at 301/652-2589,

Tom Vines,
Chairman PVSARG
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No. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

14 September 1976

Mr. Norman MeTague

Office of Emergency Services
T700 Midlothian Turnpike
Richmond, Virginia 23235

Dear Sir:

It was very nice talking to you during our recent phone
conversation; I am sure that you will find your experiences at
the NASBAR Conference in ¥Wyoming not only interesting, but valuable.

I have enclosed a recent information release on our organization;
I belleve 1t contains essentially the same information as those
you already have in hand, However, there have been some changes
in addresses and phone numbers, and these are included in this
newer edition.

As we have sald, we attempt to develop capabilities to deal with
all forme of outdoor emergencies. As you know, Virginia @nd
surrounding states have vast systems of caves, some of them with
rather treacherous pits, water hazards, and miles of tight
crawlways. Increasingly, more people are entering these caves,
often without adequate training, supervision or equiovment. And,
increasingly, there are close calls, severe injuries and even
death. We are continulng to perfect the methods for extracting
victims through water barriers, vertical drops, and orawlways,.

To do this requires not only the development of a speclalized
expertise, but unique equipment as well, The Stokes: litter,
commonly used in surface rescue efforts-~because of its bulklness,
its rigldity, and 1ts tendency to snag on the smallest projection--
is often a detriment in cave emergenciea., As a result, the British
have developed what they call the ‘Niels~Robertson Stretcher.'

The American ilitary has a version of this they call the *Evac
Stretcher.' used primarily in submarine rescue and to evacuate
injured through portholes. The design is basically a large rectanéb
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of heavy duty canvas with hickory strips running its length, and
with haul rings at both ends. In a rescue configuration, the victim
ie wrapped in the stretcher to make a compact package. There is

" ""a detachable head plece that can be added for protection, or used

for head and neck injuries. The advantage of the Niels-Robertson--
or 'Evac'--stretcher is that it flexes through tight areas,
yet its helps to immoblilize fractures.

We have experilenced some difficulty in locating suech a stretcher
for use in the Virginla Region. If you are aware of where we could
find such a stretcher that we could obtain, use for training
purposes, or have on hand for emergencies, we would appreciate

. your letting us know about it.

If you need any additional information about our group, its
activities, or training, or if we ean be of any assistance in
any way, do not hesitate to eall on us.

Tom Vines,
Chairman PVSARG



No. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 2001%

20 September 1976

Ed Duffy

Natlional Park Service
Great Falls Hational Park
9200 014 pominion Drive
Great Falls, Virginia 22066

Dear 8ir:

This 18 to express our appreciation for your very kind assistance
with Saturday's practice session in vertieal rescue techniques.
The purpose of this was not only a learning exercise, but also

a seminar in developing safe and efficient techniques under
realistic conditions., The variety of terrain avallable in your
Park contibuted greatly to the ococasion.

From among your personnel we would like to particularly thank
Jim Donovan and Harry Baldwin for help in planning, and Bill
Kirby and Roger Blaln for special assistance during the day.
We trust that our actions during the day caused no disruptions
to the other visitors in the Park, and that we will be able to
perform similar trailning sessions in the future.

Again, from all of us, thank you very much.

-Tom Vines,
Chairman PVSARG

Eicheved e 7 WMoy (977
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No, 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

22 geptembsr 1976

David Morrow
3500 8toney Brae Drive
Falls Church, Virginia 22044

Dear David

We would 1like to thank you for your participation in our Vertical
RescQle Seminar this past Saturday, the 18th, As T promised, I

have “enclosed some information on our Group and on the ASRC.

This particular material is aimed primarily at official organizationa,
but I believe that 1t generally explains our operations,

" We have a number of activities, generally “in the form of training

sessions, at least once & month. They are not always as obviously
spectacular as vertical rescue, but we do feel that they are

Just as important to our purpose. Typlcal training sessions are
ones in Survival, Search, lLand Navigation. Semi-Technical Rescue,
and Tracking. We welcome any inquirieg into this training--when
there is space avallable~-and membership in our organigation.

Training currently scheduled includes Seml-Technical Rescue
(17 October) and Land Navigation (21 Hovember). We will also
be coordinating a seminar in baslc cave rescue techniques at
the Virginia Regional on 9 October.

If you have any qQuestions, do not heslitate to get in touch,
My phons number 1s 301/652-2589.

Tom Vines,
Chairman PVSARG

Entered File ¢ ey 7977
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No. 21
6725 rairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

10 September 1976

Bob Custard

Apt. 217

900 Willowdale Road

Morgentown, West Virginia 26505

Llmdata e T

Dpar Bob

It was very good talking with you at 0ld Timers coneerning some

of the problems in the rescue situation. Particularly appropriate
1 think was your comment that Grottos who are called upon to
perform a rescue should be the first to critique their actions.

It would seem that this is not only the most logical approach, but
the best way to avoid the bitterness and recriminations that
sometime result in such situations., In many cases, people Who have
never set themselves up as & 'Rescue Grotto' are the onea--because
of their location or expertise--who are obligated to perform rescue
tagks. Then, after they complete their morally-obligated job-~
often under tough, nasty and demanding conditlons--they come in
for eriticism. It seems to me--a8 I mentioned at OTR--that we
need to get together to go over the practiecal problems encountered
in cave emergencies, 8o that everyone will be better equipped

to deal with these inevitadllities,

In thie connection, we are being asked by Germany Valley CGrotto

to eonduct a seminar in bagsic rescue technigues during the Virginia
Regional on 9 Ostober. I would like to emphasize a couple of
things: First of all, this is not an operatlion of our groupj

we are making available our expertise and resources to VAR for

this occaasion; the subjects covered, the approach and the personnel
we use are subjeet to zapproval by them. Secondly-~as mandated by
Germany Valley, hosts for this meeting-~this approach is going to
be basic-basic, meant not necessarily for those who have been

alyre tralned in rescue, but for the often-referredeto ‘'Joe
Caver,' the ordinary guy who happens to be present when trouble
takes place. Hopefully, the imstruction will be on the level

that this ordinary caver can grasp, and it will be 'hands~0n'--
arranged in a format where everyone can manipulate for themselves
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the rigging and hauling setups, stokes, splints, etc. Ooordinator
for this seminarwill be Blll Sexton, who is a member of our group,
of Germany Valley and of PSC. o

In setting up for this effort, we want to draw from expertise outstide
of our group and throughout the Region. Bill has asked me to inguire
if you would be available to help ocut in this seminar (on Saturday,

9 October.) that he initially has in mind is for you to do a section
on what should be done first off in a cave emergency. As you know,
valuable time is often wapted, and lives often sndangered, when
people fumble around deciding what to do, or when they call 1lle
equipped loeal rescue squads. What Bill would like for you to do

is a section on who to send out of the cave for help, who to call,
how many should stay with the victim, ete. If you are abdble to help
out, then you may phone Blll at 703/968-6782 or me at 301/652-2589,
or you may write me at the Fairfax Road address. (If you phone

Bill, keep in mind that he lives at home and eall him at & reasonable
hour; also, in the Southern tradition, his family named him after
his father, so be sure to specify 'Bill, Jr.' when you 0all., You
may phone me at any hour, but I expect to be out of town for & week
or ten days beginning 19 September. I also have an answering
service, and you can leave messages with them when I am not at home.

As far as our owWwn group goes, We of course insist that our field
teams conform to a number of tralning standards. But we do not
regard ourselves as solely a rescue forpe; more than that, 1t seems
to us that we are able to function as a forum where various people
ean pool their expertise and experiences. As you mentionad about
your own group, meny grottos do not set themsclves up as ‘rescue,’!
but they 4o get ocalled upon. They do need the benefit of praotice
seesions and of the experience of other people. In this regard,

I am considering a couple of eessions for this purpose. The first
one, possibly in late fall, at a mutually agreed-upon location,
would be on the surface, but would involve practical group problems
in such areas as hauling, lowerilng, medical, supply, communications,
ete. The second one, perhaps in the Winter or Spring, and which
would require meticulous preparation, would take place in a typleal
cave situation. Most of all, these sessions would be a cooperative
venture, pooling experience and resources, workling out procedures,
to operate more together and avold the conflicts of the past that
have not only caused misunderstandings, but have at times endangered
lives,

We would like very much to receive some feedback on these poaaibi@itiea.
Any thoughts, warnings, or admonitions that you may have, do not
hesitate to communicate them to us,

Tom Vines,
Chairman PVESARG






No. 21
6725 Fa2irfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

23 November 1976

Bob Custard

Apt. 217

900 Willowdale Road
Morgantown, VWest Virginia 26505

Dear Bob

As we indicated in our recent talk, the Asaﬁfhae begun ueing the
money allocated to us by the Virginia Reglon by constructing ten
sets (five pieces each) of board splinte. As you reeall, the reason
for this funding was to provide suppllies for cave emergenciles,

We are now distributing sets of these splinte to strategioeally
located fieldhouses. It has been suggested that the Monongahelia
Fieldhouse would be a good loc=tion, 8o we have reserved one set to
be plaeed there,

If a member of the Monongahelis Grotto--or a person designated by
them--1g in the Washington aerea, they may pick up the set from Ray
Cole (at)the above Alexandria address) or from me (the Chevy Chase
address,

If this is not convenient, then perhaps we ean arrange for a member
of ASRCG, D.C. Grotto, or P.8.C., to Geliver them to a mutually
convenlent loecation during & caving trip or a resoue tralning session.

As for the deposition of the aplints, the Grotto should tireat them
as their own property. At the present time the splints are initialed
with the letters 'ASRE,' but the Grotto may wish to put additional
~lettering on them that indicates twey belong in the Fleldhouse.

We would appreciate your passing this note along to the Monongahélia
grotto, and asking them to indicate to us--by mail or by phone---
the best way to get the set of eplints to them.

My phone here is 301/652-2583,

Tom Vines,.

lexairmanf_ giSARG R E,&e,@/ F._/;/n‘.‘é/ﬂ‘“}’ /777
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A check for the total of $162.45 is enclosed. e would grestly
appreciate it if you would check your oross-refaersnces to make sure
that ws have properly identified the sorrest crystel numbers snd
formulas., At lsast ue ars sure of the radio models! Also, would
you plesae send us @ cerd to acknowlege reeceipt of our order and
includs an approximation as to when we might expect dalivarj?

We loock forusrd to thase crystals and hope to do more busineas with
Savoy in the future. The shipping address and my telesphones ars below,
Have a Merry Christmss, end Thank Yau! )

Sincerely,

Geng Harrisan
Prasident, ASRC

Appalachian Seerch And Rescus Conference

Gena Harrison

8802 Portner Avenus, Apt. 5

Manasses, YA 22110
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No, 21
6725 Pairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

14 Degember 1976

Ur. Lacey Suiter,
-Seeretary-Treasurer
HASAR

P.O. Pox 40138
Naghvllle, Tennessee 37204

Sir:

At the puggestion of Lois MeCoy, I would like to present for you
gonslderation some subjecte and personnel for pogsible inolusion
in the 1977 HASAR Convention. I believe that these raepresent for
ua in the mid-Atlantic region, some of the outstanding subjeots,
coneerna, organizations and approaches found in the East. As We
~all realize, it is particularly signifieant that the Convention
this next year will be held in Nashville, for it gyabolizes the
Eagt being brought more into the mailnstream of SAR activities,

The Miselisslppl represeats a gulf that exists aore than Just in
geography; it 1s also a sepevation in economy, philosophy, and
polities and, therefore, a difference in the approach to conditions
of Emergency. It 1s not that the West has excluded us from ths SR
field, but it 18 more--~I think--that we in the Fast have been
bound by a more cautious and conventional approach and, more often
than not, by traditions in state and loeal government that go

baeck three hundred yeara. A

In my view--one shared by most I know here with SAR coneerns--one

cf the outstanding problems is that of coordination. The potential
for more effective SAR operations does existi: The expertise is here
and, when monetary and bureaucratic conetrainis allow for it, the
manpower is avallable, but, beoause of the problem of Jurisdietions,
there often tends to be 1ittle coordination of rogources and personnel.,
It seens to us that coordination 1s a must if viable SAR prograns

are to be developed in this part of the Country.

20 U
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' In our own experience, we have seen that this problem of
jurisdietional eooperation is a challenging one, tut one that--

with a great deal of-care and work--can be dealt with, Perhaps

1t is because We are a volunteer organization, but vwe have found

that once people find that we are not trying to usurp their territory.
or take over their jobs, but rather to back them up and to provide
the expertise in areas they have neither the training nor inclination
(such as away from roads, in rugged and vertleal terrain, or in
caves), then most groupe are not so suspicious of our activities,

As an example of where an official group has not only begun to
effectively deal the the jurisdictional relations dilemma. and to
develop an effective rescue capabllity, but create an impressive
preventive SAR program, I would clte the area of the Great Falls

of the¢ Potomac. Here 1s a very rugged area, with treacherous river
currents and sheer rock faces. Being close to urban regions, and
surroynded by 'bedroom compunities,' this area in the past has been
the location of several deathmzeasch year. The terrain is difficult
enough for patrol and rescue; perhaps even more challenging is the
complex Jurisdictional situation. There are two national parks on
opposite sides of the river, each with its own supsrvisor. The

Park Service controls the land, but the state of ¥Maryland owne

the River to the Virginia shoreline. On the Virsinia side 1is Great
Falls National Park, until reeently & Palrfax County park, with

that government still collecting entrance fees., On the Maryland

side is the Cheasapeake and Ohlo Canal Watlonal Historical Park,
which streaches in 2 thin band for 184 miles along the Potomac.

Both parks are falrly recent additions!to the national system,

and must deal with unite that predate them by a number of years,
Together they must relate to two states plus the Distriet of Columbia,
to five counties, dogens of rescue squads and a number of poliee
dtletricts. Where none existed before, the park management and personnel
have organize & rescue capabllity, trained in emergency medicine and
in specialized areas such as water rascue and vertical problema.

But the ocutstanding concern is on the preventlve agpects of searech
and rescue, including safety education, and on patrols to warn visitors
of the dangrous aspects of the terrain.

To relate how the two parks have developed a mutual ald program,
a rescue capability, and preventive SAR program, I wquld recommend 3

Jim Donovan, Visitor Proteection Coordimator,
Great Falls HNational Park

Ted Waddell, Vieitor Protection Coordinator,
Cheasapeak and Ohioc Canal National Historical Park



-

You may recall that Ted Waddell delivered an interesting presentation
during the plenary sesslon during the last convention. It might

be appropriate to smploy thése two gentdemen this time in a work-
shop type of situation; they certainly have a graat deal of know-
ledge of value to other delegates,

In spite of the faet that there are few true 'wildernesg' areas

in the East, pecple continue to dle in the outdoors; hypothermia,

1 understand, econtinues to be the biggest killer (except in those
states that excel in hunting acoidents.) Cutdoor survival involves--
but is more than--having the right materials to stay Warm ‘or knowing
how to start a fire. It is, above all, a state of mind.

- The outstanding authority that we know of herecin the East, who
has a profound underatanding of the role of attitude, as well as

a knowledge of the materlals needed in survival, is ¥r. Lou Ritter
of the ¥aryland Natural Resources Pollece. Lou has had an 1lmportant
role in the major NASAR and National Rifle Association survival
programs, iols MeCoy, who is acquainted with his work, can fill
you in on his ocareer.

0f increasing concern to emergency personnel, to the Park and Forest
Services and private landowners is the greater interest--some call

it & *fad'--in roeckelimbing. Many olimbing areas in the East are
within easy access to major urban areas, and on weekends these argas
are impacted with climbers of varying degrees of skills and competence,
There 1s a high degree of immediacy to emergencies on vertical faeces,
and they require attention by personnel who are not only experienced
in the sport, but who have practiced their rescue skills so they

may be employed quickly and without mistakes. One indication of

the problem has been the nuaber of inguiries for wvertiecal rescue
training that have come to us from rescue squads, the Park Serviee,
and owners of private preserves. For any consultation on the vertical
resoue situation, I would recommend ¥r. William Clem of the EBlus
Ridge ¥ountain Rescue Group in Charlottesviile, virginia, Besldes
being a very fine climber, Bill has spent several years on rescue
squads, both volunteer and professional, and is at the present time

a medical student at the University of Virginia. He is articulate,
dynamice, and the finest instructor on the subjeect X know, 80 he

could be valuable in giving a presentation, but would be particularly
worthwhile in workshop setting.

Nearby areas of West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania
contaln vast cave systems., ¥any of these have tight crawlways,
vaterfalls, water-filled passages and vertical drops of hundreds
of feet, features that not only attract people and cause accidents,
but complicate a reseue problem. Several cave systems are still
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being explored, and some of these are g0 extensive that travel
tizme to interlor sections 1s measured in deys. There is a large
and growing community of cavers, both in groups affliated with .
the National Speological Soclety, and trained in esafety consideratiions,
and those individuals disparagingly called ‘flashlight cavers,'
untrained and often unawvare of the dangers undergound. Increasingly,
members of both groups are finding themselves in trouble, often in
remote areas of the countryside, where local emergency squads have
neither the inclination nor the training for such emergencies.

In reaponse to these conditions, N3S-affliated groups (ané our

own ASRC Groups) are developing the capablilities for cave emergencies.
It is work that is difficult and arduous, requiring a background

in eaving, with specialized skills and equipment. Not only are
dedicated rescue units required, but extremely important, not only

to the operation, but tc the well being of the rescuers;y 8 the
support team,

An able and artinulate spokesman for the cave rescue effort is Hr.
Robert EBarlow of Bland, Virginia. Bob ie of course along-time
caver, 1s one of the founders of the Bland Rescue Squad, a lay
EMT imstructor, an aetive member of the Virginia Association of
Rescue 8quads, and has been on a nuinber o6f cave rescues.

Essentlal to a search and rescue capability, be it inland or water,
are the airborne operations. We work in an area thet 1s vast and
varying, from the gea and salt marsh of the coast, through the

plains and the pledmont, into the mountains. The Civil Air Patrol

is an egasential part of the scheme. For example, when specialized
equipment or personnel have to be transported quickly to an emergency
site, aircraft can perform a2 lifesaving serviece. And in the search
for downed aireraft, we have made our ground teams avallable to

the CAP for their operations. In eombined operations, we have found
that our abilities mesh very well; we have been particularly impressed
by CAP capablllties, thelr diseipline, and devotion to the mission.
Fach time our two groups are @ssocliated, we find that we have learned
something new. An able spokeswoman for the CAP viewpoint is Captailn
Borothy Tuller, Commander of the Herndon squadron in the Virginia

Ting.

Increasingly, from Federal and State personnel, from local law
enforcement people, and volunteers, I hear talk of the ‘Psychological
Aspect' in the outdoors. A New York Times Magazine fashion seation
features children in down jackets and Fry boots; a loecal Washington
ehle fashion shop now calls itself 'Britches Great Outdoors;' Newsweek
Magazine features ‘outdoor fashions.' This style of merchandizing

of the outdoors, combined with the popularizing of it through the



~5-

media, and, perhaps, undefinable confliets in our soclety, are
encouraging more people, often inadequately prepared materially and
méntally, into parks and recreation areas. The very press of people
in some areas 1ls causing stresses and law enforecement probleme.

It 1s foreing others to seek more isolated 'backcountry' regions
where they sometimes endanger themselves. Jome areas (freat Falls,
for example) are finding themselves involved with progremsonnsatdifde
prevention and crisis intervention.

Many people I know are increasingly concerned with th& “*Psychologleal
Aspeet,' but, at the moment, I am unaware of any one person Who .
has made a study of the sublect either in an Eastern or & Natlonal

context. It does aecem, however, that the subject should be addreaeed.

And shcould you need anyone from & volunteer SAR Group to artieculate
or discuss the viewpolinta from the Esst, then we should be able
to help you out on that score.

If you have any questions or comments on any of the above, do not
hestitate to call or write me.

My phone number is 301/652-2589.

Tom Vines,
Chairman PVSARG

ce: Lois HMeCoy



No., 21
6725 Pairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

21 December 1976

Ed Duffy .
National Park Servic
Great Falls National Park
9200 01d Dominion Drivé.

Great Falls, Virginia 22066
Dear Sir:

We would like to express our appreciation to you and your personnél
for assistance with our vertlcal rescue training session this past
Sunday, and for the use of Park land.

We are particularly grateful to Richard Stokes for his presence
during the day, and to Jim Donovan for his suggestions when we
were planning the session.

The terrain found in your area helps to train our members under
realistic but controlled conditions, and to improve their abllities
and effectiveness. '

1 am encloeing some informatlon about our organization which

aontains more recent data-eparticularly phone numbers and addreases--
than that I left at your office on Sunday.

Again, thank you very much for your help.

Tom Vines,
Chairman
Potomae Valley Search and Rescue Group

Entered File & Wy 1777



Ho. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

22 December 1976

Lols Clark McCoy

WASAR

P.0O. Box 2123

La Jolla, Californis 92038

Lols:

We would like to thank you very much for the manuals; they will be
extromely valuable in revising our own training materials. This
problem has dogged us so long that it has preciplitated bad jokes

- about 'trailning Manuel.'

Yes, 1 am interested in helping with your membership committee;
pleagse let me know what my dutles might be, so I will know what
kind of trouble I am letting myself in for. Right now I ¢annot

say how extensive it is, but there seems to be an inoreased interest
in NASAR here among folks in the mid-Atlantic area.

As a matter of fact, Bob Barlow (mentioned in the context of cave
rescue in the letter to Sulter) was asking me about membership
a few days ago. Why don't you send him some information:

“r, Robert Barlow

Rt. 1

Box 177

Bland, Virginia 24315

And, on this same subjeot, one of my ellents has jJust come through
for me, so I can come through for you. Eneclosed 1s my check for
NASAR membership.

The full name of PATC 1s Potomae Appalachian Trail Club, and the
address 18

1718 § 8treet, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Again, thank you very much,

Pom Vinea Entered File 7 Py, 2977



No 21
6725 Fairfax Road| -
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

23 December 1976

Tom ¥illiame

Apt. T4O

5055 Seminary Road
Alexzandria, Virginia 22311

Dear Tom:

We in the Potomae Valley Group of the ASRC would like to express

to you our profound appreciation for your very kind assistance with
funds for our radio projeot. This funding is particularly significant
in that it will be used to obtain erystals, thereby removing one of
the major hurdles in wmaking the radios operational. In my own
opinion, communications have beoen among the more irying and difficult
aspeets of the rescue situation. ‘

4 1
HYaking these radloe operatlional will not only facilitate surface
gearch and rescue operations, but should greatyy enhance ecapabilities
for cave emeorgencies. |

Again, thank you very much.

Tom Vines, ; !
Chairman e
Potomac Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)

ce: Paul Stevens j



No. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

24 December 1976

Captain Dorothy Tuller

Herndon Squadron

Civil Air Patrol

113129 Greg Roy Lane wo

" Herndon, Virginla 22070

Gajgaln Tuller:

Enclosed is a eopy of the letter, discussed previously, concerning
next year's NASAR convention. The letter had ite origims in
conversations with Lois MeQoy, the outgoing Secretary-Treasurer
of NASAR, who suggested I write Mr, Sulter, coordinator for the
Conventlon in Nashville.

There will be suggestions from other people, and I am sure Mr.
Suiter will have ideas of his own, so there 1s no guarantee at all
that any of my suggestions will be taken, If you and your group

are contacted, then, naturally, it will be up to you and your people
to deeide if and how you want to participate, and to deal with
NASAR, The suggestion oconcerning you and the Herndon 8quadron

was made not necesesarily with the thought of representing the CAP
pationally--though I am sure that you people would excel at that
task, too--but as an example of a group dolng an exeell@nt Job
dealing with typical SAR problems in a particular region of the
Country. I am a great bellever in the Art of the Fractiecal: Having

ractical people approaching problems in a practical manner means
more Lo me than all the theoreticians im the worid.

Should you have any comments, do not heaitate to write or ocall.

My phone number is 301/652-2589.

Tom Vines,
Chairman
Pbtomac Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)

TN 7



No. 21
. 6725 Pairfax Road
- OChevy Ohasge, Maryland 20015

Don Davison, ‘
N83 Safety and Pechniques Committee
Route 2 ‘

Box 58¢C |

@rundy, Virginia 24614

Don: .

A8 I mentioned in our recent phone conversation, I am sending

a copy of materials concerning the fallure of the Maasgdam

Pow'py Pull Winch. This material was forwarded to us from one
of our members who is now in oné of the Weetern parks.

At the present time, I know of mo one who is using the Haasdam,
but it did apparently enjoy & vogue among certain reéscue ¥
primarily in the west, I belleve. ' i

e

1 first learnéd about some of the problems from the Distrioct
Ranger at Great Falls, Maryland who haas had a great deal of rescue
experience in the West. He, like others of us, has a skepticism
about the reliability of any wineh in a rescue situation.

I am not sure who is the author of the Scottish letter, but you
will note that his letter was forwarded to the Park Service by
Maasdam.

Since this materilal was passed to us'unofrloially, we would
appreciate your not making any direet reference to the Park
 Bervice memo wWithout thelr peramlsaion.

Tom Vines. ,
Chairman, Potomac Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)
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No. 21
6725 PFairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

5 January 1977

Captain Larry Fulbright
HHD

85th Medical Battallon
Fort Meade, Maryland 20755

Captain Fulbright:

We would 1like to thank you for your phone eall, and for your
interest in our Group's activities. Coneerning your need for
survival training, I have been in touch with Lou Ritter of the
Maryland Natural Resources Police, and he should be in contact. ...
with you very soon no¥w, If you are unable to make a satisfac ;
arrangement with him, then let us know and we will work in so
other areas.

I would like to see our two Groups work out some 80rt of arrangement
for cross-ti#zining, or some sort of joint simulated exercises,

The only reai constraint on this I can see 18 the one of time;

most of our people are only avallable in the evenings or on Week-
ends. I am ce. :ain, though, that there exists some mesns of working
around this problem; it might be possible, for example, to involve
only certain members of the Groupe, instead of everyone. We have
long emphasized the neecd for coopsration among the various groups
involved in Search and Rescue; 1t is our feeling that each groupc

has & certaln area of expertise or experience that would be of

value to the ct.ers. (This is part of the rationale for the formation
of national organizations such as the Nationel Assoclation for
Searclrand Rescue.) The kinde of skills we specialize in that
might be of wvalue to you are in the area of search and rescue
techniques 1in rugged, mountainous and wooded areas, with certain
specialized skills, such as tracking. In your area of expertise
there are a number of skills that would be helpful to us; two

that come to mind immedlately are medieal techniques and helicopter
eévacuation.



Enclosed 1s a handout on our Group which in general terme explains
our activities. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate
to call me.

I hope that we will be in contact very soon in the near future.
My phone number is 301/652-2589.

Tom Vipes,

Chairman, Potomac Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)



No, 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

22 January 1977

Ralph Puckett
Discovery, Inec.

316-A Victory Drive
Herndon, Virginia 22091

- Ralph:

As promised in our recent phone conversation, I am sending along
some materials on the Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference,

and on our local Group. We appreciate your interest in the organi-
zatlgg.and. shouldé you need more information, do not hesltate

to call us.

Tom Vines,
Chairman Potomae Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)
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Ho. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 2001

24 January 1976

Anne Whittemore
Vice-Chairaan, VAR
4107 Ranch Road
Johnson City, Tennessge 37601

Dear Anne:

We would like to thank you for your letter, and for the invitation
to attend the VAR Resoue orkshop. We @xpect to have there ASRO
reprecentatives from both the Potomac Valley Group (the Washington
arsa unit of ASRC) and from the Blue Rldge OGroup (the Charlottesville
unit,) We believse that D.C. Grotto will be represented, and we

arf enoouraging attendanee by other Grotto Representatives from

thie area,

I personally believe that the topics of rescue prevention and
self-prescue come defore any discussion of rescue. BPBut this ie

the ideal; the real problem is how to interest and involve cavers,
Certainly the 'Dear STC' column in the HS3 Hews does make a eontribution
and ve have tried to generate interest at regional meetings (we
have discussed with Janet and with Paul Stevene how the subjeect
could b2 included at 014 Timeras, but we 2ll agree that OTR is
primarily a party, and not the place to find interest in 'gerious'
coneerns., However, there amight bs a way to introduce it in a

more subtle way, such as in the manney the speleolymplos are

run, but one must be eareful even there not to turn people off,)

I belleve that the moat effective place to teach rescue prevention
and self-rescue is on the grotto level, but that leads us back to
the question about how to interest cavers and the loecal grottos,
As to whether anything would be galned by a discuesion of these
subjeets, I would think that will depend on the variables, such

- as wvho will be at the meeting, what the tone of the meeting is,
ete., but I would like to gee us give it aitry,

As for what other subjects should be disecussed, during the last



few moriths I have informally asked various grotto representatives
what they think are the most pressing concerns on the rescue scens.
The most common two answers are: (1) a viable rescue communications
network, and (2) cooperative rescue training.

The need for rescue training has bsen a coneern of ours for some
tize, and, before the Reacue Workshop was announced, the ASRC

had begun arranging for cooperative training with caving members

of our Groups, Greenbriar Grotto, and D.C. Crotto, and had done

some preliminary talking with Mountain State and Monongahelia.

It may be appropriate for the Virginia Region to sponsor some

gort of inter-grotto training, though I would think it wise to
begin cautiously and on a small scale to develop teaching techniques,
and try to avoid the ridiculous personality classes that have
occasionally boen a problem. It seems to me that the key words
here are ‘cooperative' and 'practical.' There 1s the expsrtise
available, and we can all learn from one another. I am afraid

that I react badly to those who come on as though they know it

all, and to those who turn rescue seminars into esoteric dlscussions
of physiecs and philosophy; doubtless this sort of thing alienates

many other people,

The ASRC has for some time been coneerned about the erestion of

8 viable communications net and ecallout system. We believe that
this is the area in which we could make o contribution, for these
reagons: (1) We already have a wgll-developed callout syatea

that is used for other emorgencies, (2) Tur emergency number
(University of Virginia Police) is the same as CRCH, (3) We are

a viable, cooperative organization, not dependent on a single
‘personality to run everything, (4) We have caving members scattered
among the various grottos and areas of the region, and, tharefore,
worklng knowledge of the various conditions in the region and
acqualntance with the cavers, and (S5) We have a history of rapport
with local authorities--Sheriffs, State Pollce and Rescue Squads,
and with national groups--Park and Forest Service, Civil Air
Patrol and the National Association for Search and Rescue. We
are not interested in dominating the rescue mechanism of the
Regione--again, it has got to be a cooperative venture--but we

do feel that this 1s one area in which we have experience and in
which we can make a contribution., But our being able to do this
1s eontingent on there being general agreement on our doing it
and on the possibility of compiling a good index of rescue talent
that represents all the local areas. A couple of eomplaints that
I have heard about callout systems is that they smack of eronyism
or that they ignore local talent. There are orobably three basic
criteria for such a system: (a) Knowledge of the cave, (b) Medical
end rescue ability, and (c) proximity to the cave. We believe
whenaver possible local pecple should be used.

One subject that may be good. for discussion, and one that seems
to have been 1gnored in the past is relationships with landowners
and with local authorities. Oalousness toward the landowners
during rescues may result in bad feelings for years, oy the cave
being closed; the BhePiff or Police 18 the one respongible for
that area; they may not want to go into the cave, but they are



legally still in charge. Inaeasitivity*towards these people
can not only encunber an operation, but cause problems for years
to como,

aAnother subject that we might discuss is some sort pf certification
for ocave rescuers and for training, I realize that this is a
dellcate matter, and it ma{ be & long time before the Reglon

takes eteps toward any sort of standards, but I understand that

the subject may be coming up in the K88 nationally, so this

might be a good time to start thinking about it.

Again, thank you for the invitation; please be aasnrad of our
interest In the meeting.

Tom Vines
chairman, Potomae Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)



No. 21
672% Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

28 PFebruary 1977

Subjects Joint Emergency Operations Seminar

FRANCES H. TOTH, LTC, CAP

Headquarters

Virginia vwing, Civil Air Patrol

Richard Evelyn Byrd International Airport
P.Js Box 237

Sandston. Virginia 23150

Dsar Sir:

Thaenk you very much for your letter and for your invitation to
participate in the Joint Emergency Operations Seminar on 21 March.
Our organization has a concern for cooperation with all groups
involved in Emergency Opsrations, and has a particulsr interest
in improving our interface with the CAP. We are very interssted
in tg%s Seminar, and expect to have representatives present on
the st.

As you perhaps know, the Appalachian Searoch and Rescue Conference
is comprised operationally into local Groups. We are sending a
eopy of your letter to the Blue Ridge Mountaln Resecue Group in
Charlottesville, and expect that you will also be hearing from

. them.

Again, thank you for the invitation, and please be assured ef
our interest in the Seminar,

Tom Vines
Chairmen, Potomac Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRC)

¢ce: Bill Clem,
BRMRG

Entmd Fle o /7, 2877



No. 21
6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

Mr, Robert Harney
Hational Park Service
Prince William Forest Park
riangle, Virginia 22172

Dear Sirs

We would like %o express our appreciation for the use of Park
faeilitles, and for the assistance of your personnel during
our land Navigation training session on 30 January. As ususal,
Al Sheaffer was extremely helpful in the planning for this
occasion, and Audrey Calhoun provided invaluable assistance
to our instructor and to our people during the day.

Again, for the help given us during that day, and for all the
times in the past, thank you very much.

Tom Vines .
Chairman, Potomac Valley Search and Rescue Group (ASRGC)

Enfered File o274y 1977
)R e



APPALACHIAN

SEARCH & RESCUE

CONFERENCE, INC.
2617 Jefferson Drive . Alexandria, Virginia 22303

March 31,1977

Carol Wilckersham
Virginia Region Treasurer

Dear Carol,

This letter represents a claim fér $33.00 of the $100.00 granted
to ASRC to be spent for medical equipment and supplies.

The $33.00 was spent on ten sets of board splints constructed by
the Potomac Valley Search and Rescue Group of ASRC. These were
distributed to several groups in Virginia and West Virginia with sets
going to Greenbriar Grotto, Potomag Speleological Club fieldhouse,

VPI Grotto, Mongahelia Grotto, and Blue Ridge Rescue Group in

Charlottesville,

Yours truly,

Raymond Cole
Treasurer, ASRC

Eud;*%//f;ZL %’Agy /¢77
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Hudson Bay Outfirrers, Lid.

Address all correspondence to:

315 E. DIAMOND AVENUE
GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20760
301-948-2474
Specializing In Wilderness and Expeditional Qutfitting

Equipment for: . R
HIKING S

CAVING » , Y 9 LOCATIONS:
;":é‘:‘::g:’(ﬂ-ém'"e ’ 315 E. DIAMOND AVENUE " 5
CANOES ~ GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20760 ¢
CAMPING - ' 301-948-2474
X-COUNTRY SKIING ‘ 10560 METROPOLITAN 'AVENUE
DOWN-GEAR

KENSING ON,’ MARYLAND 20795 -
LIGH:I'WEIGHT SPECIALISTS

Tom Vines April 11, 1977
#21

6725 Fairfax Road
Chevy Chase, Maryland
20015

Tom,

Just a long overdue note to say thanks for writing the ASRC article for the
Overlook. The newsletter will be going-out at the end of the month (we have to
wait until after our sale to send it out) and I'll send you some extra copies if
you like.

You put together a fine article and I think that it will not only make people
aware of the existance of the ASRC but, as you put it, make them aware of the prob-
lems and perhaps take more responsibility for their own actionms. "

-

A good article and, once again, THANKS,

P.S. I still intend to get involved with Potomac Valley Search and Rescue,but I
am having some trouble finding the time. Still working on it though.

Evtered Fila o Hay 1977
G Ve

“YOU are the only solution to ALL pollution” . .And where will you go, when the outdoors /s gone?

THIS NESSAGE PRINTED O RECYCLED 20WD



19 April, 1977

Tom Vines
Apartment #21
6725 Falrfax Rd.
Chevy Chase, MD
20015

Dear Tom,

Enclosed is the letter we formulated for the Alleghany
County Sheriff's Department, Didn't mention PVSARG be~
cause your people didn't have a chance to see it first.

At our Board meeting on 11 April we formed a new com-
mittee for the Group to handle incoming and outzoing
information, public relations, public education, and
collaborate with the training committee on recruitment.
We are tentatively calling it the ®"Information Comit-
tee®, and I have volunteered to chair it.

One of my aims is to get up better communication be-
tween our groups. Within the next two weeks you should
receive a list of our calendar for the summer, and any
other pertinent information.

Also, I am going to write MRA for a membership applica-

tion in the early part of next week. Would you like me
to have them send you one also?

Sincerely,

D./B. Thomason

cc Pile
Enclosure



28 June 1979

Gene Harrison

Rt. 1

Box 313

Hamilton, Virginia 22068

Dear Gene:

During its May meeting, the Executive Committee of the Potomac
Valley Group conducted a review of the certificatlon of FVSARG
members, It found that you have attended no training sessions
during the past year, The ASRC Training Guide, in stating
guidelines for standards of competence, says, "In additlon to
maintaining his personal skills, each Basic or Rescue Member

must have attended at least 32 hours of field training, ineluding
8 hours of search and 8 hours of mountaln rescue during the

year prior to his review,"

To assure public and private agencies that it can do the Job,
ASRC must demonstrate that its members are competent. The key to
‘¢his ies the continuous training of those certified as 'Basic'

in primary skills.

It is the decision of the Executive Committee to plece you in a
'Basic-Conditional' ‘status until October. At that time, the
Executive Committee will reevaluate your status. Between now and
then, there will be training sessions by the Potomac Valley and

Blue Ridge Groups to compensate for the categories in which gou

are deficient. If by October you have shown that you have made

an effort to correct these deficiencies, then you wlll contifjue

in the 'Basic' status. If you have not corrected these deficlencles
then your status will revert to Auxiliary or Inaoctive--depending

on evidence of interest in training, meetings, callouts, etoc.

If you feel that the training records do not adequately reflect
your true participation, or that thles declsion is otherwise unjust,
then you should contact the Training Offlcer, Paul Burke. Under
terms of the ASRC Bylaws, you have the right to appeal any declslon
on traingsing to the ABRC Board of Directors.

8incerely,

Larry Cline,
FVSARG Chalrman
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No. 112
4757 Chevy Chase Drive
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

18 September 1978

Ranger Rod Suarez

¢ & O Oanal National
Historical Park

11710 MacArthur Blvd.,

Potomac, Maryland 20854

Dear Rod

During the recent operation, we noted that your calldown list
for ASRC was dutdated. The following is the updated list., The
calldown procedure may be approached in two ways:

A -« Direot Contact--The first person you reach will take
care of the eallout:

1) Tom Vines 652-2589

(If not at home, leave word with Answering Service
and continue down list,)

2) Ray Cole éh) 960-3559
w) T67-2901
3) Larry Clime (b) 301/997-9061
LA7-TTAT

4) Dennis Seekina (h) 588=-2531
W) 982-2381

B - If none of these people can be reached 1mmediatelj. or if
you do not have the persomnnel available for this procedurs, then
use the ASRC Central Callout Number at the University of Virginie
Police in Charlottesville:

804/924~7166

Because there i1s another layer of personnel involved with this
method, the response may be slower. Bo sure to say that this

ya



Suarez
18 8ep 78
vage two

is an emergency c¢all for the Appalachian Search and Resgue
Conference, to leave the neme of the ealler, the name of the
park, and a eallback number.

If there are any questions, please give me a call,

Sincerely,

Tom Vines
President ASRC



No. 112
4757 Chevy Chase Drive
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

21 Dscember 1978

Hr., Willlam M. Calnan,

Coordinator

Civil Defense & Emergenoy Planning
Montgomery County, Maryland

County O0ffice Buillding

Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Sir:

In regard 3o our recent telephone conversation, we request

that the Potomae Valley Group of the Appalachian Search and
Resoue Conference, Inc. (ASRC) be considered for inclusion as
2 Volunteer Organization in the "Search and Rescue Annex" of the
Montgomery County Emergency and Melor Disaster Assistance Plan.

The specific details of ASRC capabilities are spelled out in one

of the enclosures; for Montgomery County, the Organization would
offer field and/or managerial personnel for lost person search,

for rescue in technieal (vertical) terrain or for evacuation of
injured vietims in difficult, hilly or mountafnous terrain.

With personnel trained in search management and in technical rescue,
the Organization also has avalilable personnel for assistance in
search pre-planning and for certain types of search and rescue
training. oo

There are two things that we would particularly like to empliasisge.
Firat of all, we expect to work at the pleasure, and under e
authority, of the Responsible Agent, or whoever is charged with

the legal responaibility for the emergency. Secondly, ASRC does

not propose to duplicate the activities of any presently oconstituted
organization. ASRC deals only with those specialized outdoor
emergeoncies, as detalled in the enclosure, that are not normally
performed by other organizations.

ASRC has performed a number of operations in this area during the
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past several years; for your information, we have enclosed
~file letters from other organizations with whom we have worked.

In addition, we have enclosed a 1ist of persons with whom you may
Wwish to discuss our capabilities.,

We welcome any questions concerning the Organization, and will
be available to meet with you on any aspects of its activities.

My phone number 1is 652-2589.

Sincerely,

Tom Vines
Pregident ABRC

Enclosures: a)ASRC Information
b)Letters from other organizations
¢)List of contacts concerning ASRC
d)ASRC callout procedures



List of contacts concerning ASRC

Elaine D'Amioco,

Acting District Ranger

C & O Canal National Historical Park
11710 MacArthur Blvd.

Potomac, Maryland 20854

299-3613

Ranger Bill Kirby

Visltor Protection Coordinator
Great Falls National Park
Great Falls, Virginla 22066

759-2168

Robert H., Christie, MAJ
Emergency Services Officer
National Capltal Wing
Civil Air Patrol

Bolling Air Force Base
Washington, D.C, 20332

979-3493

Corporal Lou Ritter

Maryland Natural Resources Police
Tawes State Office Bullding
Annepolis, Maryland 21401

301/269-3016

Norman McTague,

Operations Officer

Virginla Office of Emergency Services
7700 Midlothian Plke

Richmond, Virginia 23235

804/272-1441

Lois Clark McCoy,

Adminlistrator

National Association for Search and Rescue
P.0. Box 2123

La Jolla, California 92038

T14/276-7228



ASRC Callout Procedures

There are two approaches:

A~

(21

Direct Callout on local level. The first person you reach
will take care of the Group callout

1) Tom Vines 652-2589

- (if not at home, leave word with Ane#ering Service and
continue down list)

2) Ray Cole (h) 960-3559
‘ (w)- 767-2901

3) Larry Cline (h) 301/997-9061
(w) 447-7747

4) pennis Seekins (h) 588-2531
(w) 982-2381

If none of these people can be reached immediately, or if
you do not have the personnel available for thls procedure,
then use the ASRC Central Callout Number at the University
of Virginla Police in Charlottesville:

804/924-7166
Be sure to say that this is an emergency call for the

Appalachian Search and Rescue, to leave the name of the
caller, and a.callback number, s

Dec T8--tv)



‘ 28 June 1979
_,Susan Cole '
3410 Austin Avenue
Alexandria, Virginla 22310

Dear Susan:

During recent meetings, the Executive Committee of the Potomae
Valley Group has bewh evaluating the training status of Basie
Members. According to the records, guring the past year you
have attended 16 hours of trailning, eight of which was in search.

The ASRC Training Guide, in its guidelines for standards of
competence, states, "In addition to maintaining his personal skills,
each Baslic or Rescue member must have attended at least 32 hours

of fleld training, including eight hours of search and eight hours
of mountain rescue during the year prior to hls review.

To assure individuals and public agencies that it is adequate to
the task, the ASRC must be able to show that Bhose certified as
'Basic' maintain a certain level of competence. The key to main-
taining that competence 1s the continuous training of those
certified in the primary skills,

The Executive €ommittee will next review your status in October.
Between now and then, there will be training sessions by the Potomae
Valley and the Blue Rige Groups in the categories in which you are
deficient., If by the time of the reevaluation you have not com-
pensated for those deficlencles, the Committee will downgrade your
status to Auxiliary or Inactive, depending on your participation

in Tralining, Meetings and Callouts,

If you feel that the training records do not adequately reflect
the true state of your records, or that this decision is unjust,
then you should contact the Training Officer, Paul Burke. Under
the terms of the ASRC Bylaws, you have the right to appeal any
decision on Training to the ASRC Board of Directors,

8inocerely,

Larry Cline
PVSARG Chairman



28 June 1979
Bill Sexton
5387 Brook Way
Apt. #5
Columbia, Maryland 21044

Tear Bill:

During recent meetings, the Executive Committee of the Potomac
Valley Group has been evaluating the training status of Basic
Members,.:According-to the records, during the past year you
have attended 24 hours of training.

The ASRC Training Guilde, in its guidelines for standards of
competence, states, "In addition to meintaining his personal

skills, each Baslic or Rescue member must have attended at least

32 hours of field training, including eight hours of search and
eight hours of mountain rescue during the year prior to his review,"

To assure individuals and public agencies that 1t is adequate to
the task, the ASRC must be able to show that those certified as
‘Bagsic' maintain a certain level of competence., The key to main-
taining that competence is the contlinuous training of those
certified in the primary skills.

The Executive Committes will next review your status in Optober.
Between now and then, there will be training sessions by the Potomac
Valley and the Blue Ridge Groups in the categories in which you

are deficient. If by the time of the reevaluation you have not
compensated for those deficlencies, the Committee will consider
downgrading your status,

If you feel that the training records do not adequately reflect
the true state of your records, or that this decision is unjust,
then you should contact the Training Officer, Paul Burke, Under
the terms of the ASRC Bylaws, you have the right to appeal any
declsion on Training to the ASRC Board of Directors. .

Sincerely,

larry Cline,
PVSARG Chairman



28 June 1979
Celia Greenburg
8387 Brook Way
Apt. #5
Columbia, Maryland 21044

Dear Cella:

During its May meeting, the Executive Committee of the Potomac
Valley Group conducted a review of the certification of PVSARG
members. It found that you have attended no training sesslons
during the past year., The ASRC Training Guide, 1n stating
guldelines for standards of competence, says, "In addition to
maintaining his personal skills, each Basic or Rescue Member

must have attended at least 32 hours of fleld training, including
8 hours of search and 8 hours of mountain rescue during the

year prior to his review."

To assure private and public agencles that it can do the Job,
ASRC must demonstrate that is members are oompetent. The key to
this is the continuous training of those certified as 'Basic'

in primary skills,

It is the decision of the Executive Committee to place you in a
'Basic~Conditional’ status until October. At that time, the
Executive Committee will reevaluate your status, Between now and
then, there will be tralning sessions by the Potomac Valley and
Blue Ridge Groups to compensate for the categorles in which you

are deficlent, If by October you have shown that you have made

an effort to correct these deficiencles, then you will continue

in the 'Basice! status. If you have not corrected these deflclencles
then your status will revert to Auxilliary or Inactive-~depending

on evidence of interest in training, meetings, callouts, etc.

If you feel that the training records do not adequately reflect
your true partieipation, or that this decision is otherwise unjust,
then you should contact the Training Offlcer, Paul Burke. Under
terms of the ASRC Bylaws, you have the right to appeal any decision
on training to the ASRC Board of DNirectors.

Sincerely,

Larry Cline,
PVSARG Chalrman
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pagers to the NCs here. It's all well and godd to conslder the AO
a function, but I'm sure you'd agree that the modt qualified person
shotkd make the decisioms. Besides, it would cut down on alerting
time if he could appoint himself MC right away.

When the time is right I'1ll bring up the subjgct of fuel allocations
with the OEES people. We have scheduled an auziliary training
session for the 16th of June, and the OEES training officer ha:
efpreased an interest in attending., Perhaps I can bring it up with
him theh.

The people who signed the petition may well recind it, but therejs
no rush on that, Ijm working on the committee assignmebhts and
Jurisdictions and I will sendfyou a copgywhen it's through.

-Before I went down to Richmond, I xkiied did a little work on the
Fact Sheet, including your suggestions, and they ran off a few copies.
They had nothing on us in their operational ffles.(they=OEES)

Something extra for the commo sub-committee=,how about some
offical equippent suggestions for the BRMRG purchases? Gene's trying
}g sell us the stuff we have down here, so I don't know how that will

® in,

Sorry about the unstructured letter, but I felt I could get away
with it with you- I've been thinking hard about the others I wrote
today, and relaxed when doing yours, Please give my very best to Carrie,
and inshallah I'l1l see you both soon,

Dooste azia shoma,









Fover /ooy

Sometime soon you may be called on to organize a search for
a lost child. Or perhaps a hunter is overdue at day's end.
Maybe a caver is hurt somewhere underground.

Who do you call for help? Sure, your staff is available,

trained and ready. And you can count on other area agencies

for support. But their time and energy may be limited. Many
citizens will offer their help, of course, but thev are generally
unskilled and untrained in. the complex business of search and
rescue,

Do you know that a local volunteer organization has taken part
in many search and rescue operations in Maryland, Virginia and
West Virginia at the request of local, state and federal
officials? Do you know that this organization, trained and
experienced in search and rescue skills and management, stands
ready to assist you?

All it takes is a phone call to the Potomac Valley Search and
Rescue Group. Enclosed is an information sheet about the Group,
describing its organization, qualifications and capabilities.
The Group's help is available any time you need it.

You can enlist Group assistance for a search and rescue opera-
tion in your area by calling the Group Alert Officer at
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The Alert Officer will immediately activate a Quick-Response

Team to your location or, if required, will begin a general
call-out of all Group members. In both cases, members will
report to you or your deputy and will function under your command.

We certainly hope that you will not have an outdoor emergency
requiring a search and rescue operation in your area. However,
if the need arises, you can count on our help.

If you would like more information about the Group and its
service to you, please call or write me at

Sincerely,



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22501

December 26, 1983

Dear Mr. Clatterbuck,

I represent a volunteer rescue organization, the Appalachian
Search and Rescue Conference§Inc., (ASRC). I desire your

help in approaching some issues which concern the ASRC, the
VAVRS, and most importantly the people who become lost in the
Commonwealth. As a representitive of the ASRC,'i should explain

what we are and what we do.

The ASRC is an organizatioﬁ composed of two operational teams
“and a third group now being formed. The ASRC is a member of
the Mountain Rescue Association; the National Association for
Search And Rescue (NASAR), and the Virgiﬁia Search And Rescue
Councilb It is equipped to handle all types of terrain and
weather co@ditions found on the East Coast. Many of our
members have attehded the NASAR Search Management School, and
all our bésic members are at least EMTS.. (We have several
paramedicéj and our persggéa presenﬁly run on seven different
reécue squads in the state.) The ASRC has existed for'about
e%ght years, and has participated in approximately forty searches.
We havé wdrked With many different organizations here in
Virginia: The Virginia Office of Emergency and Energy Service§

(VaOEES), the Shenandoah National Park, The Virginia National



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

Guard, The Virginia Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, Dogs East,

the Virginia Séarch and Rescue Dog Association, and the U. S.

Army, and numerous rescue squads, police agéncies and fire
.departments. I have enclosed a Q?amphlet from one of our teams,

the Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group (BRMRG*). The main

function of the ASRC is to help search for missing persons.

bThis is done only in'conjunction with the Responsible Agent, that
person or agency offically in charge of the search, as set out

by state law. We never supercede the authority.of fire depart—
ments, rescue squads or police agencies. To help in the execution
of a search, we can provide‘a‘trained; equipped manpower pool capable
of managing searches (as taﬁght ﬁnder NASAR and Coast Guard Protocol)
field team leadérs trained in searchlstrategies and tactics;”and the

skills and resources necessary to technical rescues.

All this background brings me to the first reason for writing this
letter. The ASRC is a member of the Virginia Séarch And Rescue Council
(VaSAR Coﬁncil). As such, I am compiling a resource list to be sent

to various state agen‘:cies listing the many resources available
throughoutt the Commonwealth. This list will also be sent to other
organizations Qutside the state. The 1list will advertise the

résources available to those who otherwise may not be aware of their
existence. I am hoping to include the VAVRS on this list. I have

enclosed a working copy so that you can review it at your leisure.



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

Next I wish to invite your organization to send a representative to
attend the next meeting of the SAR Council. It will be held on
Saturday, January 14, at 10:00 am in room 105, Peabody Hall at the
University of Virginia in Charlottesville. Mahy different
organizations with an interest in SAR will be attending.

The third reason for this letter is one about which I have already
spoken to Vice President Kelly Walters. We of the ASRC are hoping to
join the VAVRS in some sort of special category appropriate to our
status andtthe services we provide. We cannot, of course be

considered as a full rescue squad, nor do we fall into the category of
a contributing member. However, we and other groups throughout the
state provide emergency rescue services and frequently work hand in
hand with volunteer rescue squads. Some.SEESS\EESEf§£SEEf\iE/Dogs
East, The Virginia Search and Rescue Dog Association, White Water Rescue
Groups, Cave Rescue Teams, etc., may also be interested. Is there a
membership category that would cover such organizations? What would

it take to begin such a category? Membership of some sort in the VAVRS
would aid u#&n our search activities by demonstrating that we are
interested in working alongside the rescue squads in Virginia, not
pushing them aside. The service we provide has many subtle points that
are best learned through experience and special training. VAVRS

membership as a special skills team would make it clear that we are a

resource for other rescue agencies to call onon.



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

In early January, I would like to give you a phone call to discuss
these issues and to confirm the VAVRS as an addition to the State

Resource List.

Thank you for your help,
Gary H. Mechtel
Chairman ASRC

(804) 296-7276



Rt. 1 Box 328
Charlottesville, VA 2290k
19 april 1977

Dear Ton and Larry,

I apologize for semding you a letter in this form, but it seems
to be the most efficient way to get things done: I hate to typel

Keith and I would like to see the foldowing items included on the
agenda for the ASRC Board meetinge Anything else we can get to is grayy.

l) selection of officers. I'll have some remarks on this later.

2) Consideration of the Braining Manual. This will entail con-
sideration of the broader issue of precisely how we will interpret
the bylaws as they instruet us to publish standards of procedure
and competence.: As you already know, Keith and I favor a
Training Manual (or Guide, if you prefer) which follows the gen-
eral format of the present draft: the Training Guide will specify
which procedures and skills must be mastered for certification

to the various levels, and the Technical Manuals will specify

what the procedures are and what techniques are used to execute
them. The SAROP is the only presently extant technieal manual, and
an inocomplete version of the Mountain Rescue Manusl is in draft
forme We can be grateful that the SAROP seems to be pretty well
accepted, but the Mountain Rescue Manual will undoubtedly come
under fires I hope that we can awoid that issue in its details at
the meeting, but rather confine ourselves to the general issue of
what the ASRC Publications should be like. The feeling here is
that the Technical Manuals should provide sufficient standardization
that personnel and equipment from any Group can be mixed with those
of any other Group with no econfusion and that the Training Guide
should require that Certified Members know those standards.

3) General membership meeting. We need to hold a general membership
meeting soon. Besides being required by law, a meeting would be
very useful in creating a feeling of unity among the members.

Right now the two groups seem to be forming up for a confrontation.
That will never doe A general membership meeting will, I hope,

help to dissipate the growing adversary atmosphere and replace it
with one of cooperation and mutual respecte.

4) Joint Traininge This will have the same effects as a general
membership meeting and will alsa help to make the procedural
standards better kmowm and more palatable. The improvement of
our operational readiness hardly bears mentioning.
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5) Finances. There are several guestions here. What prugress

has been made toward tax exempt status? What and where is the

$400 donation you had coming when the bylaws were ratified? What 3
our present financial condition? What are ocur debts and how shall
we liquidate them? You seem concerned that your members who have
paid dues are resentful that we have not (although when I tried to
resolve this problem some time ago, Tam told me that na one up there
had paid dues). The membership here is unanimous that we not pay
duss, however we are concerned that the ASRC be financially sound.
We are now considering raiding some money to give (no strings) to
the ASRC. If we do this, it is hoped that the dues problem will

be resolved.

Anything else you want to discuss is fine with us; we just want to
be sure to get to these things. It has been suggested that the issue
of patches can be of symbolic importance in generating a cooperative
spikite If you would like to consider it--that's fine.

Now, on the subject of officers.....we would like to settle the
issue of officers before the meeting. This will save us considerable
time and grief, at the actual meeting and will permit us to get on to
more productive discussion. OQur proposal is thiss

Chairmman: Larry. Keith is, of course, out of the question. I am
prerhaps somewhat tainted aldo. Although you two may in fact have
quite similar views, Tom is perceived here as being much more
strongly politically alignede Larry would be most acceptable.

(By the way, the chairman does not give up his vose.)

Vice Chairman: Yorke. For balance. Realistically though, the

vice chairman is an impotent office until duties are assigned by

the chairman. This means you have me on a leash until you can

trust me. I do confess, however, that some time in the future I hope I
will be given the task of preparing the cperational standardse.

Secretary: Tom. Public relations is a great concern of Tomt's, and
the office of secretary will permit him to continue the work he has
already begun along this line. We have great confidence in his
ability to do so very capablye.

Treasurer: Keith. Since treasurer is not a policy making office,
and no expenditures will be made except at the instruetion of the
entire board, there is no danger in giving it to Keith. Not that
there was a choice left.

If these assignments are acdleptable to you, let us know and we can
fomalize them at the meeting. If not, let's make an effort to resolve
whatever problems there are before then.

I am still planning to attend the PVSARG meeting next week, and I
look forward to seeing you both there.
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Charlottesville
17 August 1978

Dear Tom,

is I write tniss; I am not sure whether or nol ine SAROP will be reedy
to mail with. this otuer stuff; I nope so. Anyway, here is the Ragdio SOP
Crib sheet, a report on tne proposed Grid System, and some nctes on a Commo
Crib sheet. I'11 get a mission report together as soon as I can, but don't:
hold yowr breath.

The grid system comes with my most fervent entreaties to accept it.
Itve played with it a good bit and it seems to work very well. I don't need
to teii you now much we need it. fhe mask itself is an 85411 acetate sheet
with the hachures dramm on with acetete ink and a border made from masking
tape. [0 doubt, improvemeats cen be made along this line. As I explained
oc the telephones; xerox maps seem to be the way we are doing things. They
are certajniy practical in the field, and as long as a Yerox macaine is
readily available, it is coavenient to make maps this way. RERIRG now has a
nearly complete-iile of maps for the mountainous areas uf Virginia and there
is always a .erox mechine available at the Post Of fice (10¢ /page)e. 1 sug-
gest that we lay in a stock of Gridded xerox maps of those areas where we ere
more than likely to be called (e.g- Catawba, Great Falls).

I'd like to call the Radio sOP Crib sheet official at kais point, bub I
will wait for your approvel. I put a lot of thaught into it so tnat if, at
e later iime, we want to expand and elaborate tae radio system, the proceduress
on the Crib Saeet will not be obsoietle.

100k over the Commo Crib sheet and see what you think.

I don't want to get off on the Catawba operation too much ; except for
a couple of remarks. First, we will almost certainly be called back. There
are roughly six searcnes per year there and Bob ilonrce runs them. We cught
to be prepared. The second is tnat my experiences on that operation have
brought me neariy to the point of insisting that 4s5RC members wear the patich
on missions, preferably on some sort of recogaizeable shirte (I'm partial to
blue chambray as being both highly serviceable and distinctive.) I would also
urge people to get nametags. fThe appearance of professionality is essential
to gain the attention and respect of the people(both in and out of authority)
that we must work withe 1I we waat t o be leaders -- and that is cur primary
role on a search like Latawba -- we need to sland out fraan the crowd.

after you left on Tuvesday, 30 firefighters and rescuesquademen showed up
10 search, and Bob gave them 21l to me. As you may have noticed, I had iaken
off my shirt that mecroing so as not to soil it while I was in the field, and
without it, I had difiicuity being taken seriously, @and had teo go find ine
people who pad been in the field to get information from them. On Wednesday,
however, I wore the shiri, end sesrchers from othsx groups (rescue squads aad
fire companies) svughti me out to report their experiences in the field. I had
no difficuliy commanding euthority and I was less bothered by the merely
curiouse IXIf I had my druthers, I 'would ask every Basic member to g2t a blue
chsmbray work shirt, sew & patch on the left shoulder, and wear a nanc tage
“his may seem jiickey Mouce, but it will help us to present a more professional
appearance and thereby gain credivility in the ficld.



ks Chris told you, BHaRG supplied some practice victims for a YSARDA
exercise held near here last weekeade I attended as an wsRC observer. It
was an interesting expericace, end set me tninking about our relationship
with Voiiua and, in general, the role of the aSKC in the w3 community. I
was careful not to do any negotiating with ilice stanley about this, since
that is your tuxf end I don't want to iastefere, bul I did try to leave the
strong message taat I wanted the AskC and the VSkwAa to grow together rather
thun apart. The members seemed reasonabiy receptive to this idea (and
favorab.y impressed by my ability to work with them in the field), but Alice
was quite defensives I'm not sure exactly why, but I think it revolves,
at ieast in part, ar.und a naive view of the complexity of really good search
coordination. I had the feeling that she viewed the ASRC as a largely use-
less appendage with & role only in filling in those few arcas that dogs
couidn't handle. 3sShe also seemed to be less confident of hexr outfit's capa-
bilities than she wou.d have likedg¢ I certainly heard a lol of excuses from
her about why the¥y didn't look so good that particular weekend. Stilly I
was able to make pretty sclid contact with the people 1 actually worked with
in the field, and I see a bright future for both our groups.

If the future arrives as I would like it to, it would look somethiang like
this. The ASRC would be recognized by all resgousible agencies and other AR
organizatioas as ready to supply three services:

1) A competent SAR coordisating and communicetions capability which
could utilize =@rd integrate all available SAlt specialtiese.

2) Trained search Field Team Leaders who could utilize untraiced
volunteers to effectively perform search taesks in the field. The ASRC
would al:so be prepared to field teams composed entirely of members to
vexrfom difficult tasks in severe wealther or terrein.

3) A highly competent wilderness rescue capability. Iin ASRC rescue
team would supply high-quality para-medical care in the field and traasport
the patient to a helispot or road for removal to a hospital.

VSAlipA is a prime example of one of the “cther organizations" mentioned
abowe. That group would be organizationally indepeadent of the ASRC so as
to best provide for its own special neeéds, not be hampered by ASRC organixzatioaal
and training requirements, and be free to engage in operations outside the
"wilderness" area staked out by the ASRC. However an agreement would exist
that whenever the ASRC conducts a search, the MC would be fyee %o call on the
V3akud with the understanding that they would operate under ASRC stendards,
procedures, and direction,; but also with the understanding that the MC would
be well qualified Lo employ the dogs end well disposed to seek the advice and
counsel of the VsakbA Operation Leader. (Of course, ASRC standards and procedures
would have to be compatible with VoARuA's needs. Uunder these circumstauces,
VsakbA would have no independent base operations, but its base personnel would -
be -t¥ained to work in =sn ASRC OPsCTH ond could frec up ASRC members for use in.
the fi=ld .

If vsalA were calied into & wilderness search by the Kespoasible agent;
the Qperation Leszuer would su;gest that the ASRC be called to coordinate the
operation, but ideally, of course, all nesponsible isgencies wovld know that
if & search is needed, the ASRC should be calied ine

nimilax arrangements would bLe worked out with other organizations, such
as the CAP, VAViS, and so f.rthy; and the whole thing would have the blessing
of Quise



N

I am well aware of your efforts in theis direction and of the diffi-
cultius you nave encountered on the way to realizing the ideal, but my
recent dealings with VLARLA and the very cordial relations I enjoyed with
Col. Jackson (CAY) at Catawba have led me to be very optimistic about the
workability of this ideal and about our chances for acheiving the kind of
relationsaips with these two organizations that we need to realize ite. If
strong cooperative agreements can be struck among us in the near future,

I think we can Look forward to a dramatic improvement in our region's
wildemmess SAR capabilitye. :
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Charlottesville
23 JuN 78

bear Tom,

I talked to Brundon last night: the first weekend in July is
definitely out for him. However, he redily agreed that we should go
ahead without hime. I still don't know whether Saturday or Sunday wdll
be superior, but I am leaning toward sunday morning -- particularly
if I end up in yorthem Vi.rginia that weekende I'l1l get back to you
when I know what is happeninge ' .

snclosed is the Mission Report for the LTSH affair. It could certainly
stand going through another draft, but it will do as it is. The original
is in tne BRMRG files and I guess it should stay there until we can
figure out what to do with these thingse I hope you find the report
useful. .

There are a number of questions I would like %o bring up at the
meeting. Listed in more or less random order, here they ares :

i) ap : :
Can we arrange a cooperative agreement with Va. Wing? dow should
thid be pursucd? What sort of agreement do we want?

2) Training

We need to get the two groups together more, and Joint and exchange
training is one way to do it. Distance is a problem. What can we do to
get more mutual training going? Why haven't I put together the mission
staff school we need? What is the status of Don's committee? What is
€oing on with vertical training? what is going on with Rescue hembership?

3) new Groups : ' ,

There is some noise about a group in Lynchburg and cne in Roanokee.
How do we aid a ..ew group? How do we charter & new group. Would it be
worthwhile chartering the present groups?

4) Organization :

thy havenft I done any work on the bylaws? why can't we seem to get :
anything done? Whe is going to do all the stuff we want to get done? i
Who will the new officers be? What is the state of our finances? Tax
exempt statusy .

3) Publications :
Here we go againe I am still working on the iountain Rescue Manual.
Wil it ever be published: pow will it be paid for? Do we want any otner manuals?

I have answers to some of these questions and thoughts about all of
them. I'm sure there are many more. As I explained on tne phone, BRMRG
wants the LoKC to be more active and to provide & firmer base for group
Ooperations.

anyways I'll be seeing you in a week or so.

oA




THIS ADDED PIECE IS JUST A ROUGH DRAFT OF A POSSIBLE SOURCE LIST THAT
COULD BE SENT OUT TO THE RESPONSIBLE AGENTS IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA.
PLEASE CONSIDER THIS LIST AND RESPOND BACK TO ME WITH ANY CHANGES YOU WOULD
bAEEETO SEE. I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THIS SENT OUT UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

S.

JUNE 22, 1983

HEADING: VAOEES
SUB-HEADING, COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA SAR COMMITTEE.

DEAR SIR:

THIS IS A RESOURCE LIST OF SPECIAL AGENCIES IN VIRGINIA
THAT MAY BE OF USE FOR SPECIAL RESCUES OR SEARCHES. THESE
ORGANIZATIONS MAY BE CALLED UPON TO PROVIDE A SPECIAL SERVICE
TO YOU OR YOUR CONSTITUENTS, WHEN CONVENTIONAL RESOURCES MAY NOT
SUFFICE. THE CAPABILITIES OF EACH ORGANIZATION ARE GIVEN BELOW. IT
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ALL THESE GROUPS ARE CAPABILE OF WORKING ALONE OR
IN CONJUNCTION WITH EACH OTHER IN ORDER TO SERVE YOU, THE RESPONSIBLE AGENT.
IN ORDER TO CONTACT ANY OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS, WE ASK THAT YOU CALL THE
VIRGINIA OFFICE OF ENERGY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES, AT 804-323-2309. VAOEES
CAN THEN CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE ORGANIZATIONS AND HELP COORDINATE THEIR
RESPONSES.

I) AFRCC (AIR FORCE RESCUE COORDINATION CENTER)
THE OFFICIAL FEDERAL ORGANIZATION WITHIN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
TO COORDINATE SEARCH AND RESCUE RESOURCES. IN SUPPORT OF AUTHORIZED
FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, THE AFRCC PROVIDES AN IMPORTANT
SERVICE IN COORDINATING SEARCHES AND RESCUES. SPECIFICALLY, IT CAN PROVIDE
THE NECESSARY ACCESS TO MILITARY, GOVERNMENT, AND VOLUNTEER RESOURCES THAT
MAY BE UNKNOWN OR UNATTAINABLE TO THE LOCAL AGENT. IT IS LOCATED AT
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, ILLINOIS.

I1) BRMRG ( BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN RESCUE GROUP )
THIS IS A MEMBER GROUP OF THE ASRC, ( APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE
CONFERENCE), AND THE MRA, {(THE MOUNTAIN RESCUE ASSOCIATION).
ITS SERVICES INCLUDE ORGANIZING AND CONDUCTING LOST-PERSON
SEARCHES, AND CONDUCTING SPECIAL TECHNICAL RESCUES.
IT IS LOCATED IN CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.

III) CAP ( CIVIL AIR PATROL )

THIS IS A CIVILIAN ADJUNCT TO THE AIR FORCE. ITS SERVICES INCLUDE
ORGANIZING AND CONDUCTING SEARCHES FOR MISSING AIRCRAFT, PARTICIPATING IN
LOST-PERSON SEARCHES, AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICES. HEADQUARTERS
ARE IN RICHMOND, VA., BUT SQUADRONS ARE LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE STATE.

IV) CRCN ( THE CAVE RESCUE COMMUNICATION NETWORK )

THIS A NETWORK FOR CONTACTING INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS WHOSE SPECIAL
ABILITIES ARE USED FOR CAVE RESCUES. MEMBERS ARE LOCATED THROUGHOUT
VIRGINIA AND ADJACENT STATES.

V) DOGS EAST

IT IS A UNIT WHOSE EXPERTISE IS IN USING DOGS IN LOST-PERSON SEARCHES
ON LAND AND IN WATER. IT ALSO PROVIDES AID IN ORGANIZATING AND
CONDUCTING LOST PERSON SEARCHES. IT IS LOCATED IN MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA.

VI) PVSARG ( THE POTOMAC VALLEY SEARCH AND RESCUE GROUP )
A MEMBER GROUP OF THE ASRC AND MRA. ITS SERVICES INCLUDE ORGANIZING
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AND CONDUCTING LOST-PERSON SEARCHES AND CONDUCTING SPECIAL TECHNICAL
RESCUES. IT IS LOCATED IN WASHINGTON DC.

VII) SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK
THE PARK SERVICE IS WILLING TO OFFER ITS SERVICES IN AREAS ADJACENT TO THE

PARK. THESE SERVICES INCLUDE MANPOWER AND THE ABILITY TO COORDINATE
SEARCHES.

VIII) SMRG { SHENENDOAH MOUNTAIN RESCUE GROUP )

THIS IS A MEMBER OF THE ASRC AND MRA. ITS SERVICES INCLUDE ORGANIZING
AND CONDUCTING LOST PERSON-SEARCHES, AND CONDUCTING SPECIAL TECHNICAL
RESCUES. IT IS LOCATED IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA.

IX) STRASBURG RESCUE SQUAD
THIS SQUAD IS LISTED FOR ITS TRACKING ABILITY, WHICH IS
AVAILABLE OUTSIDE THE SQUAD’S IMMEDIATE COVERAGE AREA.

X) SWVASAR ( SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA RESCUE GROUP )

THIS IS A UNIT OF MEDICALLY TRAINED PERSONS CAPABLE OF TECHNICAL RESCUE,
BOTH ABOVE AND BELOW GROUND. IT ALSO PROVIDES TRACKING AND SEARCH SERVICES.
IT IS LOCATED IN GILES CO..

X1) VAOEES (VIRGINIA OFFICE OF ENERGY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES )
THIS IS THE OFFICAL STATE AGENCY, AS DETERMINED BY STATE LAW, WHICH
IS TO COORDINATE ENERGY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES WITHIN THE COMMOSWEALTH. 1IN
PARTICULAR, IT HAS AN.EXTENSIVE LIST OF RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO ASSIST
LOCAL AGENCIES IN DEALING WITH ENERGY AND EMERGENCY PROBLEMS.
THE NUMBER, BOTH IN EMERGENCIES AND NON-EMERGENCIES IS: 8@4-323-2300 .
IT IS LOCATED IN RICHMOND VA..

XII) VAVRS { VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUADS )

VAVRS IS DIVIDED INTO TEN DISTRICTS. EACH HAS AN OFFICAL
RESCUE COORDINATOR TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AND DIRECTION FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE
ACTIVITIES. LOCATED THROUGHOUT VIRGINIA.

XIII) VIRGINIA STATE POLICE
THE STATE POLICE HAVE MANY RESOURCES AVAILABLE THAT MAY BE USED FOR
SEARCH AND RESCUE E.G. GROUND SCENTING DOGS, HELICOPTERS, ETC.

X1V) VSARDA (VIRGINIA SEARCH AND RESCUE DOG ASSOCIATION )

THIS UNIT’S EXPERTISE IS IN USING AIR-SCENTING DOGS IN LOST-
PERSON SEARCHES. IT ALSO PROVIDES AID IN ORGANIZING AND
CONDUCTING LOST PERSON SEARCHES. IT IS LOCATED IN THORNBURG, VA.
(NEAR FREDERICKSBURG).

WE HOPE THIS LIST WILL BENEFIT YOU IN DEALING WITH THE UNUSUAL
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY ARISE ON AN IRREGULAR BASIS.

THANKYOU
VAOEES ?77727?%?
VASARC 72777727
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Route 1, Box 509
Norton, Virginia 24273

August 29, 1983

Blueridge Mountain Rescue Group

Appalachien Search & rescue Conferencey Inc.
P O Box LLO, Newcomb Station

Charlottsville, Virginia 22903

Attention: Al Baker
Gary Mechtel
Dean Wampler
Greg Shea
Bob Koester
Harry Blumner
Karen Graham
Dan Shamburek .

I wish to express my thanks to each of you for a job well
done in the location of my son, Joe L. Sims, who was lost
in stone mountain in Lee County Virginia. It was as if

a miracle was performed, or so it seemed to my wife and me.

I would like to have the article that was or will be
included in your trade publication.

I am enclosing a small donation to a worthwhile group of
dedicated people. This is not an attempt to pay for what

you did for us, it is simply a small expression of appeeciation
on our part. You can never know how many real and helpful
people are left unless you have gone through what we did.

Again, THANKS WITH ALL OUR HEARTS.












Joe B. Sims
Route 1, Box 141
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219

August 1, 1984

Appalachian SAR Conference
Blue Ridge Mtn. Rescue Gp.
P. 0. Box 440 Newcomb Sta.
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903

Attention: Al Barker
Dan, Shambyrak
Diara Simmoa
Harry Blumnoy
Dean” Wampler’
Karen Graham

This is just a short note to express my thanks to each of you for showing up
to help locate my son Joe, while he was lost on Big Black Mountain, even though
he made it out on his own.

It is embarrassing to me for having been so upset. He and I have tried to re-
trace his tracks by traversing the roads and looking at topo-maps of the area.
From what I see you missed one heck of an experience. He was in a real rugged
area and there is no way of knowing how many miles he covered.

It is really gratifying to me to know that we have a group of dedicated people
like you. Thank you so much.

Yours,

. -

- 7 ‘
é&ﬁw/ﬁ

Joe B. Sims

rm
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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

E. S. KITCHEN, JR., SHERIFF
TELEPHONE (804) 246-5361

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, VIRGINIA

P. 0. BOX 1326 SUSSEX COURTHOUSE, VIRGINIA 23884

September 24, 1984

Appalacian Search and Resque Conference
Post Office Box 440

Newcomb Hall Station

Charlottesville, Virginia 22904

Dear Team,
I would like to take this time to thank you for your assistance
in locating Mr. Williams this past weekend, without your help the

search would not have been successful.

If at any time we can be of assistance to you, do not hesitate
to contact us.

Thanking you again.

Sincerely,

(?i;B-ffiw[C/LQIt_;ﬁxﬁﬁ'
E. S. Kitchen, Ur. ?
Sheriff

ESKjr/kpb



227 Highland Street
Berlin, MA 01503

October 8, 1984

Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group
Box 440, Newcomb Hall Station
Charlottesville, Virginia 22904

Gentlemen:

We want you to know how truly thankful and appreciative we
all are for your help in the search for Oluf Bentzen in Shenandoah
National Park during July 27 and 28. Our delay in writing to you
was caused by the death of Beezy Bentzen's father (William Girkin)
a few days after our arrival home from Shenandoah.

The kindness and helpfulness as well as the great skill and
dedication demonstrated by all participants meant so much to us
during the hours of waiting. As we sat through the chilly night
by the fire provided by rangers and other campers we were
reassured as well as warmed. The way in which we were kept
abreast of the strategies and progress of the search was very
helpful. The organization and conduct of the search reflected
a high degree of training and expertise as well as commitment of
each individual and group. We were especially impressed at the
way people worked together. You are all justly proud of your
participation in search and rescue.

We know that Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group went to great
trouble and expense on our behalf, and that many individuals
volunteered their time and expertise. It certainly makes us
proud of and thankful for the spirit of caring and volunteerism
characteristic of the United States.

Mr. Oluf Bentzen is now back home in Denmark, and his bruises
and abrasions have healed nicely. He is now able to accept the
reality of his being lost, and the enormity of your efforts in
bringing him back safely. He has still not been able to recall
just how he got lost or how he happened to leave the trail. We
will probably never have answers to those questions. He, and we,
will all go to greater lengths in the future to be sure he
doesn't get lost again.









P. G. BROCKWELL, JR., SHERIFF

BRUNSWICK COUNTY
LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 23868

December 27, 1984

Appalachian Search & Rescue Group

Blue Ridge Maountain Rescue Group

P, 0., Box 440

Newcomb Hall Station

Charlottesville, Virginia 22904

Dear Searchers:

On behalf of the Brunswick County Sheriff's department I would

like to thank you for your assistance in the search for the missing
Mr, Wrenn the week-end of Dec, 22nd, For you to come at such a busy

season was greatly appreciated,

Sincerely,

&)ﬁWQ

P, G, Brockwell, Jr.
PGBjr/pj 7

/






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Shenandoah National Park
forch Route 4, Box 292
IN REPLY REFER TO Luray, Vll’glnla 22835-9051

October 8, 1986

A34

Mr. Al Baker and Mr. Brian Wheeler
Appalachian Search and Rescue Council
P. 0. Box 440

Newcomb Hall Station

Charlottesville, Virginia 22904

Dear Mr. Baker and Mr. Wheeler:

I want to express my sincerest thanks to the Appalachian Search
and Rescue Council for gearing up to respond to the South
District of the Park to search for Mr. Cassady on Friday night,
September 26.

While Mr. Cassady was found in good physical condition, his
past medical history indicated an urgency Lo the search
process. Although we notified you of the f(ind before any

members were dispatched to Simmons Gap, we greally appreciate
both of you mobilizing your people for the search.

Thanks again. We look forward to working closely with you in
the future.

Sincerely,

e ‘ N ////
s 7’( S - /-/'73 St /( ,/ |

Larry L. HAkel
Acting Superintendent



\q

IN REPLY REFER TO

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK

ROUTE 4, BOX 292
LURAY, VIRGINIA 22835-9051

703/999-2243
July 18, 1984

P86

Dear Search and Rescue Unit Leader:

I really appreciate your units' participation in the tracking course
on July 7 and 8. Ab felt the course wént very well primarily because
of the great student participation. I feel the same way about the
great class participation and sacrifices everyone made to attend that
weekend. I'm enclosing the tracking form Ab asked that we copy for
you. I hope the course proves worthwhile to your organization.
Sincerely,

G

William J. Pierce
Assistant Chief Park Ranger

Enclosures









COUNTY SHERIFF'g DEPAR
r

54,7.

50 Lee Street
Warrenton, Virginia 22186
(703) 347-3300

Ashby W. Olinger
Sheriff

July 31, 1986

Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference
P.O. Box 440

Newcomb Station

Charlottesville, Va. 22904

To Whom It May Concern:

I want to personally thank you for your assistance in
the search of an elderly, senile gentleman, who wandered
away from his home on July 13, 1986 in Fauquier County. If
it had not been for your assistance the search would have
been much more difficult.

Sincerely,

L,

A. W. Olinger
Sheriff

"AWO/np
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Charlottesville

Group Saves
Lost Woman

By OVERTON McGEHEE
of The Progress Stafl
BERGTON — A Charlottesville area rescue
group was instrumental in finding an 80-year-old

* woman Saturday who had been missing all week in

the rugged terrain of western Rockingham County.

Grace Vaughan was found unharmed Saturday,
by a search team ed by Michelle Hegmon of Char-
lottesville, a member of Blue Ridge Mountain Res-
cue Group, a local volunteer organization trained in
mountain search-and-rescue operations.

Ms. Hegmon spotted Mrs. Vaughan lying in a
rock creek bed about two miles from where she dis-
appeared last Monday.

“It's a miracle,” said Barry Wittig of the Broad-
way Rescue Squad. He said the woman probably
would have died if she had stayed in the woods for
another day.

Mrs. Vaughan had disappeared Monday while ga-

thering mushrooms with her 85-year-old husband.
Bernie Vaughan, and a reighbor.

About 100 persons had been taking part in the
search. Rescue workers found a basket filled witih
mushrooms Friday about a mile and a half frem
where Mrs. Vaughan was last scen. .

The Charlottesville group specializes in organiz-
ing volunteer searches and helped organize the
ground search units including Civil Air Patrel
members, rescue squads, fire.department; a~
other volunteers. Gary Mechtel of Blue Hidn-
Mountain Rescue and Lt. Wilfong of the Civil Air
Patrol supervised the scarch teams after being
called into the search Wednesday.

Throughout the week. search dogs were used
from the state police and the Virginia Search 2:+i
Rescue Dog Association.

See RESCUE. Page B3

% Rescue

Centinued From Page Bl

The woman was evacualed
about threc-guarters of a mile
down the steep stream bod by a
team led by James Vassar of
the rescue group alter she was
found about 10:20 a.m. by the
team of CAP and other vel-
unteers led by Wegmon.

Mechtel said the typical
search strategy invalves
tooking at the terrain 2nd think-
ing where someane would go.

*People usually go downhill in
the mountains.” he said. ~But
the basket was found uphill
from where she was last seen.”

Rescue officials estimated
she may have walked sceveral
miles. She had pot caten any-
thing and bad very littie or no

! water.

In August of this year the Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group
was heavily involved in the search for Mrs. Grace Vaughan, a

resident of Rockingham County.

The success of the search was

no accident, but rather the result of coordination and cooperation
between the various agencies involved,

The long years of Group experience and training allowed the
Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group to add great strength to the
In addition to our field operations, we have
presented slide shows and lectures on outdoors safety, survival

search effort.

and wilderness first aid.

' Active in search and rescue for the
last six years, the Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group is a

member of the Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference, which

was incorporated in 1975.

The Conference grew out of concern

for the search and rescue situation in the region of Virginia,
West Virginia and Maryland.

The Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group was established in

1974,

Virginia students.

We have always been mainly comprised of University of
The Group has been awarded a grant from
the federal government, which will further our ability to

provide the region with outdoorsmen equipped to effectively

deal with search and rescue situations.

in meeting this goal.

We ask your help






APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

16 December 1986

E. Earl Bishop
7807 Dasher Rd.
Richmond, Va. 23229

Dear Mr. Bishop,

The Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference, Inc. (ASRC) is
an all volunteer agency dedicated to saving lives in the
outdoors by providing wilderness Search and Rescue (SAR)
services across the mid-Atlantic region. Currently, the
Conference is divided into five groups: the Blue Ridge Mtn.
Rescue Group in Charlottesville; the Shenandoah Mtn. Rescue
Group in Washington D.C.; the South West Va. Mtn. Rescue Group
in Blacksburg; the Allegheny Mtn. Rescue Group in Pittsburgh;
and the Richmond Search and Rescue Group in Richmond.

Usually called out by the Virginia Department of Emergency
Services after a request from a local law enforcement agency or
state police, the ASRC has participated in 30 incidents in 1986
around the region. The bulk of our mission load involves lost
persons or downed aircraft in Virginia.

As the Virginia Emergency Coordinator for ARES, I am
writing you concerning a proposed mutual-aid arangement with
ARES. Many HAM radio operators have been involved with the
ASRC over the years. This past year, there has been much
interest in using HAM radio operators on SAR incidents. 1In
November, the ARES in Augusta and Rockingham Counties provided
expert assistance for a search in that area. We have also
worked with HAMS and REACT clubs throughout Northern Virginia
and especially York, Warren, and Loudoun Counties.

The ASRC has its own communications network operation on
highband VHF. Obviously, however, HAMS provide search managers
with a valuable resource: highly skilled operators; additional
communications equipment; repeater access; and long range
communications to name a few.

As I mentioned, we have worked with HAMs before, but no
preplan has been followed for their callout on SAR incidents in
Virginia involving Va. SAR Council agencies. The ASRC would
like to suggest that we formulate such a plan. I have
discussed this at length with Doug Edwards (KA4NWK) and Bill
Day (N4AOP), an Associate Member of the Conference for almost
Two years.



I recently received a copy of the Va. ARES EC list from
Doug. This will greatly assist us in contacting the
appropriate ARES personnel. Previously it has been difficult
to contact someone at odd hours in the many counties we have
had missions in. Updated copies of the EC List and a written
plan regarding how the ASRC and ARES might interface on
incidents, would go make a callout go much smoother. I can
envision using properly equipped HAMs as radio operators on
field teams, as base communications personnel, and to relay
communications back to our dispatch centers and DES when phone
lines are not available. These operational details would all
need to be worked out.

The ASRC and ARES both provide valuable volunteer
services. I believe with the more frequent use of HAMs in SAR,
we can greatly help the missing or lost person. In addition,
it provides an oppourtunity for your people to do what they do
best.

I am planning to make a presentation on the ASRC to both
the Augusta/Rockingham and Charlottesville HAM Clubs sometime
in the next few months. The ASRC is also planning to involve
these clubs on a simulated incident this Spring. I would be
happy to arrange a presentation for the Richmond Club too. We
would like to learn more about your capabilities and also
introduce your members to SAR.

The Virginia Search and Rescue Council is made up of the
many of the Volunteer and professional agencies providing SAR
resources in Virginia, including the ASRC. The Council, which
meets every three months, has asked me to invite you to
represent ARES at their next meeting on 31 January 1986 at
1030am at Va. DES in Richmond. For further information on the
meeting, please feel free to contact the Chairman, Gary
Mechtel, whose phone number and address are inclosed.

I am anxious to hear what you think of this plan. Please
contact me if you have any questions. I will be returning to
Charlottesville from a vacation the first week in January.
Mark Pennington and Ralph Wilfong of Virginia DES and Bill Day
are also good sources for information on the Conference. I
look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Brian A. Wheeler
Board of Directors, ASRC

cc: Doud Edwards
Gary Mechtel
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APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.
P.O. BOX 440

NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

27 June 1986

Shenandoah Natural History Association

c/o Bill Pierce, Assistant Chief Park Ranger
Shenandoah National Park

Luray, Virginia 22835

Dear Sir or Wadam,

The Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference would like to
thank you for your recent contribution! We greatly appreciate
your support in our project to build a new type. of electronic
Direction Finder for downed aircraft.

I regret that we have been delayed in conveying our gratitude.
The past few months have been very busy and have just recently
finished the unit! Still in the initial testing stages, we hope
to have it operational very soon. At this time, we plan to
demonstrate its capabilities to those Park personnel and any
of your people who are interested. We will keep yovinformed of
OuUr progress.

Again, thank you. As an all volunteer agency, we often

- find money for new equipment hard to come by and your donation

helps greatly! We look forward to talking to you socon. Thank
you very much. .

Slncerely,

Wa st L v -

an Wheeler
:ctar/. n3RC

o
';11'
e

i
.
-

cc: Bill Pierce



P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22904

8 June 1986

Terry Stanton
RD 1 Box 4l
Selins Grove, PA 17870

Dear Terry,

I enjoyed our recent conversation on the phone. It is
always nice to hear from new people interested in the Conference.

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the vertical rescue
training session originally scheduled for 14 June. A group of
people from Brazil is visiting our Country and we have been
asked to present a vertical and semi-technical rescue demonstration
for them. They are here to learn about our EMS systems, SAR,
disaster preparedness, and other emergency operations. Obviously
this is an important opportunity for our group, which is why we
made the schedule change.

I hope you will consider coming to some of our other training
sessions. Enclosed is the Charlottesville group's schedule
and the names and addresses from which you can receive our
newsletter and other training schedules. Hope to see you get
involved!

Fd

Sincerely,

Lo fhal

Secretary, ASRC

baw

APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.
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APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22904

Appalachian Search!, Newsletter of the ASRC

Published on a bimonthly basis. Yearly subscriptions are $5.00
payable by check made out to "The Treasurer - SMRG"

c/o PATC

1718 N Street, NW

Washington D.C. 20036

Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group - Pittsburgh, PA

Contact: Keith Conover (412) 561-3413
36 Robinhood Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group - Washington, D.C.

Contact: Paul Torrence, Training Officer (301) 977-2102
Shenandoah Mtn. Rescue Group
c/o PATC
1718 N Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Y



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE. INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

27 June 1986

Sarah P. White

c/0 Shenandoah National Park
Rt. 4 Box 292

Luray, Virginia 22835

~.

Dear Sarah, :

Hello! Thank you for your postcard and interest in the
Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference (ASRC). I would assume
from your address that you are a Park Ranger, but I do not think we
have had the pleasure of meeting before. I have enclosed a brochure
which hopefully will answer any questions you may have about the .
ASRC. Currently, the Conference is divided into four groups
across Virginia and Pennsylvania: in Charlottesville, the Blue
Ridge Mountain.Rescue Group (BRMRG); in the Washington, D.C.

~~ area, the Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group (SMRG); in .
Blacksburg, the Southwest virginia Mountain Rescue Group (SWVMRG);
- and in Pittsburgh, the Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group (AMRG).

: Since you are closest to the Washington group, I have
enclosed the phone number of Paul Torrence, SMRG's Training
Officer. He would be more than happy to talk.to you about
the Conference and SMRG's upcoming training sessions. Also :
enclosed is a training schedule for the Shenandoah group. If you
are interested in attending any of these sessions or becoming
a member at any level, please give Paul a call. , -

The Conference 1is always looking for new members! We have
had the pleasure of working frequently with many of SNP's
rangers on various incidents over the years. Kris Bardsley,
Kenny Slay, and Greg Stiles in the Northern District could tell
you about our group if you haven't already talked with them.
Attached is a handout we have used for several years describing
our levels of membership. We are in the process of revising it
at this time, but I thought you might like to see a copy. I
hope we will be hearing from or seeing you soon!

Sincerely,

Brian A. Wheeler
Secretary, ASRC
cc: Paul Torrence

-’/ baw
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NEWCOMB STATION
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Paul Torrence, SMRG Training Officer
(301) 977-2102.

c/o PATC

1718 N Street NW

Washington D.C. 20036

Appalachian Search! , Newsletter of the ASRC

Published on a bimonthly basis. Yearly subscriptions are $5.00 payable by
check made out to "The Treasurer - SMRG" to the above address.

APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE,

INC.



August 18,1986

Susan D. McHenery

Director

Division of Emergency Services
Department of Health
Commonwealth of Virginia

1102 Madison Building

109 Governor St.

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Susan D. McHenry,

Recently, you requested some information about the Blue
Ridge Mountain Rescue Group from Dr. Christoph. As you are
aware, we are attempting to allow our EMT-ST and above to use
their skills, at 1least at the EMT-ST level, throughout the
Commonwealth. I realize this might take some time, but I feel
the benefit to future patients is worth the trouble.

The Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group (BRMRG) is an all
volunteer wilderness search and rescue organization that is a
member of the Thomas Jefferson EMS district. However, we are
not currently an EMS organization. At some point I realize the
group will need to fill out a formal application. You may
recall from the disaster seminar this year, we made a
presentation on the Henson Aircraft Incident. However, in
public we refer to ourselves as the Appalachian Search & Rescue
Conference (ASRC) . Actually, three groups make up the
conference, a group in Washington D.C., Blacksburg, and
ourselves in Charlottesville. Furthermore, members of BRMRG
reside in Charlottesville and Richmond. For the purposes of
this ALS request, only the members from the Blue Ridge Mountain
Rescue Group are to be considered. However, at a later date we
might wish to include the entire conference.

Number and types of calls

Our needs are quite similar to the park medic program.
Since we deal in wilderness search and rescue, we are faced
with long evacuation times (typically five hours for injuired
patients). Appendix B details the types and number of calls
along with their average evacuation time. We respond to



roughly twenty incidents a year. Each incident usually
represents 500 manhours. This number is increasing each year
due to closer cooperation with the Department of Emergency
Services and the recently accuired capability to locate downed
aircraft through electronic means. Our patients can be broadly
classified as 1lost elderly patients, lost children, injured
hunters, and aircraft incident victims. Trauma, hypothermia,
and dehydration make up the bulk of our calls. 1In the fourteen
cases where we carried out the patient, thirteen of those were
ALS level calls. Furthermore, eight of those patients only
recieved BLS treatment. Of the five patients that recieved ALS
treatment, members of our group provided that care on three
occasions. The calls were located in the TJEMs district and
the members used the local rescue squad's equipment. On the
statistical sheet it should be noted that the times given do
not include additional transport to a hospital. Since most
incidents occur in a wilderness setting, these times are quite
long. On three occasions air transport has been used. It has
always been group philosophy that our responsibility ends at
the roadhead. Unfortunately, when we find our subject, the
local rescue squad either may take a long time to reach the
search site, does not have ALS capablllty, or most importantly,
is not willing or able to safely perform in an extended, severe
environmental setting. In addition, since we are capable of
carrying out electronic detection of downed aircraft, we are
often the first to arrive on the scene.

Medical Personnel

The Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Group currently has twenty-
nine field certified members on the roster. This certification
represents their ability to lead a team of volunteers on any
search task. In almost all cases ASRC certification is the
same as a level two searcher under the Commonwealth of Virginia
training certlflcatlon program. The medical certifications are
summarized in appendix A. Briefly, we have fifteen EMT-As,
another seven EMT-As that run on a rescue squad, two EMT-STs,
five EMT-Ps, and one MD. If the entire conference were to
apply, these numbers would triple across the board. My primary
goal 1is to allow our current EMT-STs and above to use their
skills statewide. I expect that due to the small number of
calls we respond to, they must be a member of a rescue squad to
keep their ALS skills current.

Vehicle

The group is in the process of obtaining a four wheel
drive military ambulance. Our goal is to use the ambulance as
a mobile operations and communications center. We have no



desire to transport patients to a hospital. We feel the local
rescue squad should fulfill this role. If only minor additions
need to be made to the vehicle to fulfill any 1licensing
requirements, we can afford them.

Equipment

In appendix C you will find an inventory of our medical and
rescue equipment.

Communications

Appendix D includes our inventory of communication
equipment. We always maintain communications between mission
base and the evacuation team. At times this may require
setting up a relay station due to the mountainous terrain.
However, in every search this communications 1link has been
patent. Mission base usually has a telephone 1line, hospital
communication channels, SNP radio frequency and repeaters,
Department of Emergency Services radio frequency and repeaters,
local rescue squad radios, a local law enforcement radio 1link
to their base, and HAM radio operators linking to a distant
telephone. 1In addition, in the near future we may gain the use
of the Blue Ridge Parkway repeater network. Therefore, in
every case hospital communications are possible. Furthermore,
depending upon the 1location, direct communications may be
possible from the evacuation team itself. During one recent
search, UVA Medcom was contacted through a pay telephone and
the 1nformatlon was passed to mission base through a handheld
radio. Mission base then passed the information through a
relay on a moutaintop to the evacuation team. Since we train
in passing information through relays, this posed no problem.

Alerting

We respond to requests for assistance from local
responsible agents, in most cases a law enforcement agency.
Additionally, we respond directly to requests of the National
Parks and to the Department of Emergency Services (DES).
Through DES we are considered a state resource. The
responsible agent contacts the emergency operations center of
DES to obtain our services. DES then contacts UVA MEDCOM which
serves has our local, 24 hour alert number. If this contact
fails, DES may contact UVA's Police Department. Group members
are contacted by pager and then communicate directly with Uva
MEDCOM, DES, and the responsible agent. In the event of an
urgent incident, UVA's Pegasus will transport an overhead team
to the incident. For missions greater than 65 nautical miles
from Charlottesville, DES attempts to arranges air transport
for the overhead tean.



I hope I have included all the information you need to
make an initial assesment. Feel free to contact me for
additional information. Dr. Christoph indicated to me that we
would have a direct meeting at some point. I look forward to
this meeting and will be willing to supply any additional
information you request. Thank you for your time and effort.
Virginia already provides a unique model of search and rescue
coordination and cooperation compared to other states. We feel
statewide ALS capability will benefit the patient and provide a
model to other states. Additionally, since the ASRC plays a
national role in search and rescue, these skills might someday
be used in a national disaster. Already our members have been
placed on alert for the Mexico and Columbia disasters, and
responded to the Puerto Rico disaster.

Sincerely yours,

Robert J. Koester
Medical Officer
Director, BRMRG BOD

RJIK/db
enc.

Appendix A: Roster

Appendix B: Medical Statistics

Appendix C: Medical and Rescue Inventory
Appendix D: Commo frequencies and Inventory
ASRC information

cc.
Dr. Christoph

ASRC Board of Directors
Brenda Barbour



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

20 October 1986

Mr. Ralph Wilfong v
Va. Dept of Emergency Services
310 Turner Road

Richmond VA

Dear Ralph:

Attached is a summary of the changes in the Conference would like
to see in the proposed memo of understanding. Please pardon my
delay in producing this list, but I feel that having discussed it
at the ASRC membership meeting, we have adequately solicited input
from everyone. The document was generally well received and every-
one is enthusiastic about the continued good working relationship
we have with DES.

WW%L,

lbert M. Baker ~——™
- Chairman, ASRC

ANMB/dns
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APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

Proposed Changes in Virginia DES
Memorandum of Urgrstanding

"Add to the end of the sentence in paragraph four (4): "by

either party.”

As written, problems might arise if the SCO misinterprets
vague sections of this document and is less enthusiastic about
the operation than we might hope. We feel that the opera-
tional (tactical) role of the SCO should be better defined.

In paragraph 3b(3), "assignment" should not be used. It
implies that the SCO retains operational control, which he
should not. His role as a coordinator of resources should
be emphasized. Some mechanism should be described for opera-
tional control by the most qualified available person(s), e.g.
volunteers with extensive training and experience in SAR
management. -

Some allowance should be made for input into the decision
making process described in paragraph 3b(4) from outside the
agency. For example, incident commanders from incidents in
progress and those developing should be consulted before :-..
redeploying resources. We feel that it is important that
such input be actively sought in all instances in the future,

‘regardless of who is coordinating the search for DES.

Remember that tenet of MSF training: Never plan alone!

Change "or" to "nor" in the last sentence of paragraph 3a.



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC.

P.O. BOX 440
NEWCOMB STATION
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

20 October 1986

Mr. Phil Mortensen

Director, Pegasus Program
Building 924, Flight Operations
Blue Ridge Hospital
Charlottesville VA 22908

Dear Mr. Mortensen:

We have recently revised our list of persons considered qualified
to be transported by Pegasus to search and rescue incidents in
‘accordance with the agreement we reached last May. The training
criteria are the same as those outlined in our memo of 23 May 1986.
All of the persons on this list are qualified leaders and are
“thouroughly trained in air operations, safety, and LZ coordination.

The current list:
weight with

Member Qualification*® "10 essentials"(1lbs)
A. Baker . IC ' 185
B. Koester IC 130
C. Metzler IC 180
B. Wheeler ; IC 165
H. Blumner GS 175
K. Coyne GS ‘ 170
W. Dixon | GS 170
C. Ingle GS 175
B. Mackreth GS —_———

#¥IC= Incident command qualified
GS= General staff qualified

Thank you for your support of our operations. Please feel free
to call if we can ever be of assistance to you.

Sincerely, , , /
Albert M. Baker
Chairman, ASRC

AMB/dns

cc: above ASRC members





