
ASRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEE,lING 

28 AOOUST 1993 


MlNUrES 


Meeting was called to order at 1030 by Dave Carter. 

At tendance: (People in italics were present) 
AMRG Keith Conover BRMRG Camille Birmingham 
AMRG Charles P. Kollar BRMRG Bob Koester 
MSAR Peter McCabe RSAR Mark Pennington 
SMRG Gary Mechtal SWVaMRG Ian Nelson 
SMRG Jenny Burmester SWVaMRG John Punches 
TSAR Dave Carter *PVRG Brian Whalen 
TSAR Mark Eggeman *PVRG Dome Po on 
Patrick Turner 
Others: Paul DeHaven, Gene Harrison, and Art Dodds 

Committee Reports: 

Training - John Punches 
FTL Test 

Peter McCabe wi 11 be glvlng John a copy of his 
files, including files on the development of the 
FTL test. 

FTM Test 
The FTM test is 150 questions long. A review of 
the medical questions are causing a question 
between in the field reality and the training 
standards. The map and compass questions are also 
being expanded. The test should be ready in about 
a months time. 

Medical - Scott Shuffield 
Scott is moving to San Diego, California and handed in 
his resignation. If you are interested in this position 
please mail a letter with your qualifications to me at 
the locker. 

Operations - Dave Carter 
Dave has had one operations manual returned with 
corrections. Please return these to Dave Carter. 

Safety - Gary Mechtal 

No report. 


Uniform - Matt Rhode 

No report. 


ASTM 	 Report - Keith Conover and Gene Harrison 
*Current ly there is a ballot circulat ing to design a 
unified command system and an ASTM standard. 
*The wi lderness EMT and First responder documents are 
circulating.
*Currently research is being done to create a standard 
frequency across the country for SAR. 
*A committee is working on a phonetic alphabet and number 
system. 

Communications - Mark Eggeman 
*ASRC radio license is still being processed. 
*There is a new idea about the medical frequency. 
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*There was a fire and rescue frequency presentation by 
Gene Harrison. 

The best frequency is the 155 band. The Special 
Emergency Radio Services Frequencies (SERS) are 
155.16,155.20,155.205 through 155.34. The 
Emergency Medical Rescue Services Frequencies 
(EMRS) are 150.775, 150.79, 155.34, 155.40. The 
EMRS frequencies are only to be used for medical 
purposes. The ASRC qualifies for both SERS and 
EMRS. The ASRC would use SERS for Operations and 
Tactical. The ASRC would use EMRS for team medic 
to Medical Command at Base or for Medic to Doctor. 

JfA.RI:' BOOBIIAlI, Ilf'lWIJ IU££ AJID GBlIB IIAllRIBOlI AGDllD ft) IlBIIBARCII ",,11 17IBO.ft' 

'I'OQlff'IlBIl AJID ft) CBBar ON fIlB CDIIf' • 

Group Reports - in writing except special announcements see 
addendum. 

TSAR - Will have vertical training on September 11 and 12 at 
Ravens Roost meet at lOam. 

SWVaMRG - Will have a simulation on that September 11 and 
12. 

RSAR - Will have a simulation on October 9 and 10. 
MSAR - Training announcements are in the Appalachian Alert. 
Appalachian Alert - is a newsletter that is being published 

by Peter McCabe. If there is anything that needs 
to be included, please send them to Peter McCabe. 

Chairman's Report - Dave Carter 
*DES is offering training in Roanoke for FTM, FTL and MSO. 
These classes are scheduled for October 29 - 31 and November 
12 - 14. 
*State Standards for IC will be sent out soon. DES will send 
a letter about participation soon. All people who are IC's 
will sign an agreement to follow the standards and the rules 
that they layout. 
*There will be an Incident Command workshop between the ASRC 
ICs and the CAP MC about concerns. Greg Styles will have an 
ICS class. There will be special invitations to IC's giving a 
date and time. This is being paid for by DES. 

Old Business 
Radio License - Mark Eggeman 

*The ASRC applied for 5 frequencies and they cost $130 
per frequency. The frequencies are 150.775, 155.106, 
155.205, 155.28 and one additional frequency. 
*fIlB A8RC IIIIlf'I" OPDAf'IlIB l1NDBIl PASARCO I.ICBllIIB WPBM671 on 155.160. 
*When we get the new license each group needs 3 copies of 
the license. 
*There might be some problems buying radios and getting 
them programmed while we don't have a license. TSAR is 
having trouble and needs a license. 
*VaSARCO is researching the possibility of getting a 
license for the use of Va SAR groups.
*There is a questionable possibility of PaSARCO and ASRC 
getting a license together. 

Brochure - Mark Eggeman 

http:17IBO.ft
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Mark needs someone to put the pictures and information 
together for a rough draft. 
JIAU PBIflflllf1f'ON ..,LL IIBLP .....; II1J't Ir IfI.r 2'AD 2'11IB. 

Night Vision Equipment - Jim Poole 
Anyone interested in night vision equipment contact Jim 
Poole for information. He is not selling the equipment, 
but can put you in contact wi th the people who are 
selling the equipment. 

SOICc)() - Bob Koester 
The ASRC application was misplaced by the FCC. Peter 
McCabe suggest that the ASRC contacts a senator to help 
push this forward. 

operations Manual - Dave Carter 
Dave has only rece i ved one manual, from John Punches. 
Wording seems to be the main problem. Please send these 
to Dave Carter by October 1. Pet er McCabe and Ke i th 
Conove r need a copy of the manua I. DA.,. c.ur_ ..,LL 8BND tmIIf A 

COPY. 

SARTA Presentation - John Punches 
*A copy of the presentation is available at 440 Newcomb 
Stataion, Charlottesville, Va 22903. 
*A copy of John's recommendations is included in the 
addendum. 

SARTA Discussion 
*Keith's recommendations 

The ASRC sign no binding contracts and review the 
situation after one year of usage. This way we can 
see if SARTA responds to our needs. 

*Peter's suggestions
The ASRC GTO's should be able to supplement any 
information as needed should be included in all the 
motions. Also note that there are no technical 
training standards. 

*Gene's suggestions 
The technical rescue section should be noted as not 
useable until it is reviewed by a special committee 
and approved by the board. 

*Dave's suggestions
The ASRC BOD can propose to SARTA any changes that 
would be needed for an ASRC packet. Also the 
technical area is going to be hard to judge due to 
the many different ways of doing things. 

*Mark's points
The standards and teaching material should be 
separate from the SARTA material. The SARTA 
material is too generalized. 

Motion by Gary and seconded by Keith 
MI.,. TIIJIl' 'ifill ABBC PUfITB M1OI!f'I. 1'IIf SARTA I'IlAINlM1 lfI.n.lAU, AS PU!r 

OP nIB 	 ASRC I'IlAIIiI. JIilI'.&UAU NOFIDIlD 'ifill P01.lDf1I. COIfl)lrlOll8: 

1) 7U ASRC ...,. 'ifill IUfHI'f' AJID 'ifill ArmtOllllT !O 1MB An 
DIIUlf'IOII8 , ADDlrlOll8, ,. CIUIIGIJ8 AS I!1IJCBII8AIl.r AJID __ I!1IJCBII8AIl.r 

JIBBN UBI. , 'ifill IfI.2'BIlIAU ". ASRC OIlU. 


2) 7U ASRC ....,. 'ifill .'fHI'f' !O Il1ll9IJIIIICB DIll' IlAf'BIllAUI POll 


£BC'lfIRIl U8Il OlI£r. T'B18 INCU1D118 JUJ:I. COPIBB OF DIll' 1'81'1' III 


no£B ,. IN PU!r. 

3) 7U ASRC 18 lIM III An ....r CDII8f'IlAIlIBD !O AJIl,. An rBACBI. 
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BrAJllMllD8 UQUIIlIID IIF SARTA. 

4) T1lB ASRC "IU "",. ACCBBII I'D .AllY AND AU UPftADllB I'D I'D 
SARTA JlAf'I1IlIALIl. 

5) T1lB ASRC "",. ftIB RI6IIf' I'D fIBB .AllY tilt AU OP I'D JlADfltIALIl 
.1.8 If' DIIIlIIB Plf'. 

Friendly amendment by Peter McCabe 
Use the ASRC training officer, instead of the 
conference having the right. This was not 
accepted by Gary and Keith. 

FRIENDLY AIIBNl1IIBII'I' IIF GBlIB 

SAY n!lAf' ftIB ASRC III DDIlIl1lC'l'IlI8 I'D JlAf'DIALIl POll CONPDlIIICB flBB, 

11Of' POll SARTA'B fIBB. TlllB ..... ACCBPf'1lD IIF Gar AND KBlrB. 
MOTION PASSES Yo 7, NAY 0 AND Ullf'AIN 2. 

Meeting adjourned until 1255. 
Meeting restarted at 1400. 
Old business (cont.)

*&tft'A COIaIlf'f'1lB "U JIOIIfBD I'D NIltIOI'IArB A COI1lff'BIt I'IlOI'OIIAL I'D .. IUlII'I' I'D 

&tft'A. T1lB COMIIlf'f'1lB JfIU ODNrINVll NIltIOI'IAf'IlI8 lI1I'I'IL AN MIIIlUI'MBlft' IB JIADB. 

JOlIll I'fIIICIIBB, GARy MBCII'l'AL AND PI1f'llIl McCuB AIlIl ON I'D COMIIlf"I'BB. 

Alert Officers 
*.BOB KOBII'rBR "IU "",. A PIlOP08A£ POll CONPIIIIIl1iCB A£1/llf' OFPICIfIlB IlBAIIf' POll I'B'B 
l#Uf' IIBBf'IlfG • 

*Peter McCabe is very distressed at the SLOW progress of 
the conference AO development. 
*Motioned by Peter McCabe and seconded by Keith Conover 

TllAf' AU IIICIDDf' Sf'APP Ql1M,IPIIID PlJOPLIl IN ftIB ABC AIlIl A1ILIl I'D 

I!U1IC'I'ION AS ALIl.If' OFPICBIlIi POll A 90 Dar PDIOD. 

MOTION PASSES Yo 6, NAY 3 AND AJlBf'AIN 1 
ASRC 	 Events 

*The debate over what should constitute an ASRC event is 
still alive. The questions are: Should 5 people 
attending be enough representation from a group? What is 
an ASRC eVent? etc ...• 

New Business 
Incident Staff appointments 

JAIIIlB POOLB, MAK EGtlIM.N, BIU FI.... AND KBrIN DAD II'.BU III1IIINAf'llD AND 

PRt1III1J'IID I'D I IICIlIBlIf' Bf'APP. 

Incident Commander appointments 
LIBA HANNON "AS lDIlNAf'llD IIF BOIl KOIIlIf'IIIl, IIBCOIIDIID IIF Gar MIlCll'l'AL AND AI'PIltWIfD 

IIF I'D BOD I'D .. .....,.1lD I'D IIICIDDf' eo..urmD. 
Group Training Officers

*GARy SCIl£U1lf'D ".1.8 III1IIlNAf'llD IIF PI1f'llIl McCuB, IIBCOIIDIID IIF IAN NIllJIOlI, AND 

APPIlOVllD BY ftIB BOD I'D .. MSAR'II GTO.

*IVIUIAIf DIZON ".1.8 lDIlNAf71D IIF GARY MBcIIr.u., BI1COlIBIID AND APPIlOVllD IIF I'D BOD 

f'O .. 	SMRG'B GTO. 

Copies of Appalachian alert were distributed. 

Training 


MorIOIIllD IIF KBlrB AND IIBCOIIDIID IIF GMtr 
RIsBoLVIID, n!lAf' I'D ASRC .BOUlI OF DIRlIC'I'OItB B&Il.£ BIlUlCf' A BBf' OF 

"I'IlAINIlI8 JlAf'DlA£B n!lAf' PIlO'FIDIl ftIB OPPICIAL DIlf'AI£llD t'JDINIQl£ Bf'A1I1MDIl 
POll PIlIlPOIIIMIICB OF SAR _IUB. PtlIfiliit, ftl4f' ftIB ASRC 'TbINIlI8 OPPICBIl 

.. DIIlJICf'IlD I'D BOLIClf' COIIIlIlII'l'B ON ftlBBll P1l8I GIlDoP TRAINIlI8 OFPICIlIlB 

AND O'J'IID 1IBIIII'BIlIJ, AND P"" 'I'IIIB I'D f'IIIB PIlOPOtIIlI I'D I'D BOD I7ICIINIQl£ 

BrANDUlDlJ FOR "I'IlAINIlI8 _as I'D ~ BPBCIPIC _IUB tilt f'ABU, ftI4'1' 

BrJ'1lND 	 OR _In ftIB BIlLIlCI'IlIJ "I'IlAINIlI8 JlAf'llIlIALIl. 

r 
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MOTION PASSES 4 Y&, 2 IlAY, AlIlJ 3 AlIIII'AIN 

Incident Staff 
Due to errors in procedure Jean was IS and is now FTL. 
It was suggested that a criteria be established for 
becoming IS. This is found in the Training Standards. 

Cooperative Agreement 
MO'I'IONBD BY KBll11 AlIlJ aBCOlID1lD BY P1l'I'BIl 

au AIJDBN1JI1II 

MOTION PASSES 10 Y&, 0 IlAY, AlIlJ 2 AlIIII'AIN 

WEMCDP 
*The WEMCDP is doing well. The text book is being used 
across the country. 
*Keith would like to develop a Wilderness First Responder 
Course. 
*Kei th would I ike to do Research and development on 
Wilderness EMS and have WEMCDP be the Wilderness Medical 
Command in Pa for EMS wi th ASRC, NCIC and Pa. Tabled 
until next meeting. 
*Keith would like to rename the WEMCDP to Wilderness EMT 
Institute. 
MtrrlONBD BY KB1111 AlIlJ aBCONDBD BY pllf7l1l 

TILl!' I1IB WEMCDP lIB 1lB1IAIIBD IV I'D WUIU1UIBS EMS I IIIIf'Iff1J'B AlIlJ ADD 

1lB8BAItCII to 12'8 CIIA1NIBB. 

MOTION PASSED 
Membership 

John Casey was asked to retire from SWVaMRG and the ASRC. 
ASRC 	 Non-SAR organization presentation by Gary Mechtal 

*A copy of the presentation is available at 440 Newcomb 
Stataion, Charlottesville, Va 22903. 
*A copy of Gary's recommendations is included in the 
addendum. 
BOAIlD AOUBB to roB: ON o.6AIilU!'I011Al. ItI8UB 1IUIlll16 NON-BAR ''''Ol18. bP.. to 
UBf' 'AOB OF ADDBNDlIII. To FACIL1!'AI'B rllla nIB IIOD III P£AlIIIll16 to ag A 

.IlB!'.U4!' ON OcroBBIl 23 AlIlJ 24. MQIUJ DBf'AIU1 1J'1u, POl.£tIIII ur... 
Meeting Adjourned. 



ASRC BOARD OW DIRECTORS HEBTING 
23 October 1993 

AGBRDA 

Call to Order - Dave Carter, Chairman 
Rules of Order: 

1. 	 May speak no more than three minutes to 
any 	single issue. 

2. 	 May speak ONLY if a member of the Board. 
3. 	 May NOT repeat pOints already made 

by another member. 
4. Professional demeanor will be maintained. 

Roll Call - Camille Birmingham, Secretary 

Minutes of last Meeting - Camille Birmingham, Secretary 

Treasurer's Report - Patrick Turner, Treasurer 

Committee Reports: ALL REPORTS WILL BE IN WRITING 

Training - John Punches 	 Uniform Committee - Matt Rhode 
Medical Committee - Scott Shuffield ASTM report ­
Operations - Dave Carter 	 Communications - Mark Eggeman
Safety - Gary Mechtal 

Group Reports: ALL REPORTS WILL ONLY BE IN WRITING - NO VERBAL REPORTS 

AMRG SMRG MSAR TSAR 

RSAR BRMRG SWVMRG PVSRG 


Chairman's Report, Dave Carter, Chairman 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Radio license Renewal - Mark Eggeman
SARTA proposal re training materials 
Status of SOI(c)(3) - Bob Koester 
Operations Manual update - Dave Carter 
From floor 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Appointment of new IC's - Bob Koester 
From floor 

LESSON LEARNEP FROM RECENT INCIPENTS 

Hague Aircraft Mission 
Hustle Va Mission 
Priddy Mission 

Adjournment 



Treasurer's Report for 28 August 1993 

Since the last BOARD Meeting, we have an income totalling $250.00. 
P~RG paid 'their group dues and we received a refund from NABOR (See be­
low). We had a debit totalling $135.50. The major expense was four months of 
pager bills and photocopying minutes. 

According to my records, the following groups owe the following dues: 
Group Dues ($45): RSAR and SMRG; Individual Dues ($1 per member): AMRG, 
PVRG, and RSAR. I received a check from AMRG for their 1993 Group Dues, but 
It bounced when I tried to cash It (admittedly after It sat In the office for a while). 
I would appreciate these groups paying off 'these dues since the Individual dues 
are now 9 months late and the group dues are 4 months late. I would suggest 
to the Board that from now on if the dues are not paid by a month after they 
are due, then the dues go up five or ten dollars. 

During the summer, I received a letter from NABOR saying how they had 
been reviewing our account and had come across a credit for us. They re­
turned the extra money we had sent them. This totaled to $175.00. The initial 
payment to NABOR was $425.00 for getting us a license. We got nothing back 
from NABOR except a note from the FCC saying our application for a new li­
cense was rejected. I ask the Board to consider anymore actions as it deems 
appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patrick L. Turner. 
ASRC Treasurer 



ASRC Training Officers' Report to BOD 

28 August 1993 


Actions taken since May 1993 appointment: 

1) 	 Reviewed SART A training materials with respect to adoption as ASRC standard training base. 
Infonnation to be presented under old business in this meeting. ASRC secretary will have a 
copy of my review summary and recommendations on fIle. 

2) 	 Proposed ASRC training events. A list proposed training events has been developed (see 
attached). Attempts to contact member groups' training officers to discuss possible training 
dates have been largely unsuccessful. Each member group is asked to submit a schedule of 
events/training schedule prior to 17 September 1993. I will try to minimize conflicts in the 
ASRC schedule with group schedules received by the due date. 

3) 	 Transfer of training materials from the previous training officer is scheduled to occur following 
this meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ f.r--­
John Punches 
ASRC Training Officer 



Proposed ASRC Training Events 


28 August 1993 


... Investigations training for IS and IC -- could be done in conjunction with simulations 

... Crime/CrashlFind scene protocol -- in conjunction with simulations 

... Alert Officer Training -- series of 3 or 4 within conference beginning as soon as materials available 

... MSO -- propose 2 for ASRC personnel. to include PSO and considerable hands-on work 

... Helicopter Operations -- workshop with each air ambulance or other unit assisting groups by region, 
from which a set of protocol may be developed for inclusion in Ops manual. 

... Wilderness Medical -- a wilderness EMT course taught in V A 

... Table Top Search Management -- develop a series of case studies (map problems) to be distributed 
to conference. Could include "standard protocol" for base operations. 

... Simulations -- series of simulations throughout our operational area. Should incoqx>rate the 
previously mentioned classes as applicable. The fall is covered, propose one for spring. It is 
important that this date be amenable to all groups if at all possible 

Please sug;g;est dates and return to John Punches, 628 Lee St., Blacksburg, VA 24060 (phone: 703­
552-6957) prior to Sept 17, 1993. If you attach your group training schedule, I will try to work 
around it However, it may be impossible to avoid conflict with all group schedules. Please indicate 
any dates on which you absolutely do not want ASRC trainings to be scheduled. 



2'7 August 1993 

Scotty L. Shuffield, REMT-B/WEMT 
5537 Finespun Last ~ 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 
(804) 460-1849 

David Carter 
803 Townsend Ct 
Norfolk, VA 23502 

Dear David, 

It is wi.th great sadness that I submit to you this official 
letter of resignation from my position as Chairman, Medical 
Co:r..mi'!:tee. As you are aware, the Navy is transferring me to Ca:r.:lp 
Pendleton, CA, and that I will be leaving this area on 01 October 
1993; therefore, I must at last take this final step. 

When I assumed ~his post last year, I had several agendas that I 
planne1 to resolve. I am sad to say that very little has been 
accomplished towards these ends. There are many reasons, but I 
would rather not make excuses - instead I'll just take the hit! 
I do; however, plan to keep my corr~ittment alive, to the best of 
my ability, by continuing to glean as much information from the 
SAR/EHS communities on the West Coast. I can pass this along in 
hopes that it will help my successor(s) resolve issues such as 
Wilderness EMT/First Aid training, Bloodborne Pathogens r Tick­
borne Illnesses, etc. 

As far as successors go, I'm afraid I don't have any suggestions 
fo= possible candidates at this time. I do think that whoever 
you select, should be someone who holds a higher level of 
certification than just EMT-Basic. It would also be good if the 
selectee had a diverse EMS background with solid instructional 
experience. There are several EMT's in the conference who fit 
this stereotype; however, I don't know who to suggest because I 
don't know if any of them have the time to devote. HopefullYr 
the delegates will better know who is capable and able to "fill 
the bill", and will make appropriate recommendations. 

Shortly after my arrival in California, I should be affiliating 
with San Diego Mountain Rescue Group. My sincere hope is that I 
will be able to learn much from them that I can share with 
everyone back here. I can't even begin to express how much, this 
job has meant to me, and what an honor it has been to be part of 
this ASRC Team. I truly hope that we will someday be carrying 
out our "tasks" together again. "HOD-YAH" t t t 

Scotty L. Shuffield, REMT-B/WEMT 



Appalachian Search and Rescue 

Southwest Virginia Mountain Rescue Group 


203 Progress St. 

Blacksburg, V A 24060 


MEMO 

To: 	 ASRC Groups 

From: 	 John Punches 
628 Lee St, Blacksburg. V A 24060 .:~p 
Phone: 703-552-6957 

Date: 	 August 30. 1993 

Re: 	 ASTM ballot 

I have received an ASTM ballot on Standard Definitions of Terminology Relating to UndelWater Search 
and Rescue Activities. Per ASRC instructions, I am fOlWarding a summary of the ASTM document If 
you have comments or concerns relating to this issue please contact me prior to October 1. 1993. 

Summary 

The document is intended to establish common terminology appropriate to undelWater search and rescue 
activities. 

The following definitions are proposed: 

barotrauma, n - damage caused by pressure changes. 

bends. n - one of the common names used to describe decompression sickness (DCS). The name refers 
specifically to the bent over posturing of people affected by DCS. Also referred to as "Caissons Disease" 
or the "Chokes". 

bottom time, n - the total elapsed time starting when the diver begins his descent to the time (next whole 
minute) when he starts a direct ascent to the surface. Measured in minutes. Also called TBT (total 
bottom time), 

CAGE, n - cerebral arterial gas embolism. 

console. n - an instrument package that contains two or more instruments used to monitor depth, bottom 

--------,---_..._-­
- ..-------..-~---------- ._-----­



time, surface intervals, air pressure, compass direction and/or decompression status. 

contaminated water, n - any water environment that contains chemical, biological, or radioactive pollutants 
that are hazardous to human health or safety. 

D. A. N., n - Diver's Alert Network: a non-profit organization that disseminated information to the diving 
public and offers telephone assistance for locating treatment facilities that can provide medical care for 
barotrauma injuries. 

decompression, n - the act of providing an opportunity for excess nitrogen gas in the body to be removed, 
typically by off-gassing. 

line tender, n - person who controls the diver'S search pattern from the surface by using a search line and 
a fixed reference point to direct the diver over the most likely search area. 

off gassing, n - a term used to reference the diffusion or transfer of gasses (generally those breathed) out 
of the tissues and fluids of the body. 

on gassing, n - a term used to reference the absorption or transfer of gases (generally those breathed) into 
the tissues and fluids of the body. 

repetitive diving, n - diving profiles that are performed while the decompression model indicates that the 
body's tissues still contain residual nitrogen from previous dives. 

repetitive group designation, n - an assigned letter on a decompression table which relates directly to the 
amount of residual nitrogen in a diver's body for a twelve hour period following a dive. 

SCUBA, n - self-contained underwater breathing apparatus. 

standby diver, n - see safety diver. 

In addition , the document proposes a standard practice for communications procedures. That standard 
is the phonetic alphabet as used by ASRC. 

Voting Intention 

My intention is to vote affirmative with comment on this draft. The scope of the guide is straight forward. 
Several of the defmitions, however, are improperly identified as nouns when they in fact represent actions. 
As a non-diver, I have no technical expertise upon which to base further judgment of the terms and 
therefore request comments from divers within our groups as to the appropriateness of each definition. 
I will assume the definitions to be correct unless I receive information to the contrary. My review of the 
standard communications procedures revealed a format identical to our current protocol. 



Recommendations 


1. 	 I strongly recommend that the SART A FTM 
student and instructor's manuals be adopted as 
the basis of the ASRC FTM training program, 
contingent upon SARTA's willingness to allow 
ASRC group training officers to: 

1) make overheads from the manuals' 
graphics and from materials summarized or 
otherwise reproduced from within said 
manuals for the expressed purpose of 
teaching and not for resale or other form of 
distribution, 

2) teach the content of the course as a 
minimum requirement, with the ability to add 
material needed to meet ASRC requirements 
and touch briefly on material not directly 
required or determined to be already 
understood by ASRC students, thus not 
necessarily upholding the time allotments 
designated within the SART A lesson plans, 



3) submit comments and suggestions to the 
ASRC training officer and to SART A, to be 
developed into addenda to the SART A 
material and/or incorporated in future 
revisions. 

2. 	 I recommend that the SARTA FTL student and 
instructor's manual be adopted as the basis for 
the ASRC FTL training program, pursuant to the 
caveats listed under recommendation 1, and with 
the expressed intention that ASRC standards 
require careful evaluation the prospective FTL's 
ability to lead as well as his/her knowledge of 
material and skills performance. 

3. 	 I recommend that other SART A materials be 
made available as options to the ASRC training 
program, but not be specifically required. 

4. 	 I recommend that SART A license the ASRC to 
make copies of training materials, assessing a 
royalty fee (to be approved by the ASRC Board 
of Directors) to cover overhead (i.e. production, 
editing, etc.) costs if necessary,-with the 
understanding that this action will be allowed 

r 




only to assure timely distribution of materials to 
students and that no ASRC group/member will 
sell copies for profit nor will they distribute 
materials to non·ASRC groups/members without 
the expressed permission of SARTA. 

5. 	 I recommend that any agreement between 
SARTA and the ASRC be reviewed annually (or 
upon revision or cost change of any SART A 
materials adopted by the ASRC) by the ASRC 
Board of Directors (or its designated 
representative) and a SARTA representative. 



August 28, 1993 

ASRC Board of Directors 
440 Newcomb Hall Station 
Charlottesville, VA 22904 

Dear Board of Directors, 

I am pleased to sponser and recommend Lisa Hannon for the position of Incident Commander. I have known Lisa on a professional 

basis through the Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference Inc. for over four years. She has served at the training level of Incident Staff for 

more than six months. She has demonstrated her sldlls of motivation and project management in administrative tasks. More impOItantly, she 

has displayed excellent leadership attributes performing crisis management during emergency search and rescue operations. While Lisa has 

accomplished several noteworthy achievements its her continued growth, openness to learning (and feedback), and personality characteristics 

that allow me to enthusiastically recommend her for the position. 

Lisa has served as my Operations officer during the Manassas mission, Plans cheif during the Harper's Ferry incident, Operations 

officer during the Dinwiddie, and something else I can't remember. In addition see has functioned in a wide array of deputy ops, branch 

director, investigation, and family liason roles under me. Finally. she as function in Incident staff roles under different Ie's. He mission work 

under me is sufficent to meet the training requirements. 

Lisa excels at a variety of administrative tasks. She has coordinated one long term project that required multiple meetings, several 

rounds of review, clear establishment of goals and objectives, time scheduling, and coordination among several different groups of individuals. 

Lisa successfully organized and conducted highly productive meetings. In addition to program management Lisa has successfully organized 

training sessions, public seminars, and fund raising events. Inevery case she eams the respect of her fellow workers through her professionalism, 

organization, and quiet intellect. Because of ber effectiveness, Lisa continues to receive impoItant administrative tasks. 

Lisa combines the traits of intelligence and higb motivation without being arrogant. Even under conditions of high stress and little 

sleep she is a pleasure to work with. When Lisa is my staff member I have every confidence the job will be completed successfully. If you 

have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me during the day at (804) 924-8010. I am quite selective in who I write letters of 

recommendation for and am always interested in a candidates performance. 

Inciden ommander 
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GREETINGS 

This is the inaugural issue of the new and revitalized 
Appalachian Alert, published monthly, except July, 
by the Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference, 
Inc. (ASRC). 

Appalachian Alert collates information submitted by 
individual ASRC teams, develops and presents 
information of interest to the wilderness search and 
rescue community in the mid-Atlantic region, and 
reports activities of ASRC board of directors 
meetings, its committees, ASRC group and training 
events, and related business. The bulletin will be 
assembled and printed the third week of every 
month. Information for each issue should be 
received by the Editor -- at his address shown below 
-- in the first week of every month. 

If individuals or ASRC groups wish to report SAR 
related research or present opinion pieces, 
Appalachian Alert may be the forum for that 
presentation. Beginning with this issue, Appalachian 
Alert will also be mailed to colleagues and programs 
in other states and regions involved in lost person 
SAR services and related emergency services. 

The following article is the first of a "20 Year 
Anniversary" series which describes the origin of the 
Appalachian Search & Rescue Conference (ASRC), 
why it was needed, and how it grew to become a 
regional and successful ground SAR organization. 
So hop in and join us for an exciting tour through ... 

JURASSIC SAR I 

(Or, Did Dinosaurs Really Start the ASRC?) 


By: Tyrannosaurus Colorcodus 

This story starts in ancient times -- about six 
hundred and thirty million seconds ago (20 years)! 
Recent discoveries by search and rescue (SAR) 
paleontologists have revealed startling information 
concerning those ancestral ASRC years in the mid­
Atlantic SAR jungles. Travel with us back in time to 
1973 for the "Origin of the (ASRCI Species," with 
apologies to Darwin and Spielburg! 

There were three dinosaurs who were the primary 
developers of the ASRC and the direct ancestors of 
the current species of DynaSARs: Triceratops 
RadiosQuawkus (Ray Cole), Brontosaurus Bandaidus 
(Keith Conover), and Tyrannosaurus Colorcodus 
(Gene Harrison). 

All had much in common, they lived in the caves of 
the northern Virginia territories, they were all 
members of the same ancient outdoor sauroid herds; 

As experienced and responsible outdoor dinosaurs, 
they became concerned about many recent rescues 
and searches in the mid-Atlantic jungles which 
lacked the essential management skills and resources 
for success. There were even cases in which the 
rescue-saurs were hurt or killed, evidently due to 
lack of training for, or understanding of, the hazards 
of the jungle environment. 

~ne classic case was the search for a young 
dinosaur that had wandered away from his herd in 
Jurassic Jungle Park in 1972. Virtually hundreds of 
disorganized dinosaurs and mammoths, ranging from 
local residents to CB (cave band) clubs, responded 
to the extensive media attention and saturated the 
search area. Park ranger resources were 
overwhelmed, and fossils (clues) were obliterated. 
After several days of fruitless "searches" by these 
hordes, the little dinosaur had still not been found, 
and it was feared he had been kidnapped or eaten. 
Fortunately, a Marine Corps orienteer-asar Team also 
heard of the problem. They took the initiative, came 
to the park, and found the lost dinosaur in just a 
few hours. This was clearly a triumph for the use of 
proper SAR-type skills. (And nobody could claim 
that ALL the dinosaurs were dumb!) 

It seemed senseless that such SAR operations had 
to end in hardship or tragedy, for either rescuers or 
rescuees. Even a dinosaur could see that the 
"system" (or the lack thereof) just wasn't working 
effectively. And, it was evident that many of the 
agencies "didn't have a clue" about what to do in 
search and rescue emergencies. So these three 
dinosaurs (who really weren't so dumb) decided to 
do something about it. 

What did they do? How did they help turn a series 
of misfortunes into an effective SAR organization? 
Were the three dinosaurs successful, or did they 
become extinct? For the answers, tune to the next 
exciting episode of JURASSIC SAR, Part 2!! 

ASRC GROUPS 

With this issue, basic contact information on each 
ASRC group is reported. Groups are responsible for 
updating this data. 

There are 8 ASRC affiliated Groups located in 
Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. ASRC groups 
provide coordinated services throughout the mid­
Atlantic region under the Conference umbrella of 
established training standards and common 
operational protocols. Each Group is an independent 
program with its own organizational structure, 
officers and program. ASRC groups are recertified 
every 3 years. 

the National Speleo-saurus Society and the Potomac 
• The following 7 groups are certified members ofAppalachian Trail-saurus Club. Also, all three were 

the ASRC. They are listed by the order of their(or later became) EMTs (Emergency Medical Techni­
original ASRC membership. sauruses) and HAM radio-sauruses. 



Blue Ridge Mountain t'lescue \,,)roup. OrWllrlloJ, "'''.;00::1.1 

at the University of Virginia at Charlottesville, w.as 
one of two original ASRC organizations. The ASAC 
corporate offices and central dispatching services are 
presently maintained in Charlottesville. Information 
about BRMRG is available by writing P.O. Box 440, 
Newcomb Station, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903­
0440. The BRMRG administrative telephone is (804) 
924-3472. 

Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group SMRG, is a 
unit of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 118 
Park Street, Vienna, Virginia 22180. The original 
Potomac Valley Search & Rescue Group,a 
predecessor to SMRG. was one of the two original 
ASRC units. The team's administrative phone is 
(7031 255-5034. 

Southwest Virginia Mountain Rescue Group. 
SWVMRG is based at Virginia Tech University in 
Blacksburg, Virginia. Their address is 203 Progress 
Street, Blacksburg VA 24060. The team's 
administrative phone is (7031 951-2914. 

AII,gheny Mountain Rescue Groyp. AMRG is based 
in Pittsburgh in western Pennsylvania. AMRG is also 
certified for mountain rescue services by the 
Mountain Rescue Association (MRA). Administrative 

.. 	 information may be obtained by calling (412) 869­
3747. AMRG's address is: c/o .Dept Emergency 
Medicine, Mercy Hospital of Pittsburgh, 
1400 Locust Street, Pittsburgh PA 15219-5166. 

Richmond Search & Rescue Groyp. RSAR, based in 
Richmond, Virginia, may be contacted at POBox 
9025, Richmond VA 23228. The team's 
administrative telephone number is (804) 266-2355.. 

Tidewater Search & Rescue Group. Serving 
Virginia's Tidewater region, TSAR may be contacted 
at 803 Townsend Court, Norfolk VA 23502. The 
team's administrative telephone number is (804) 
466-8094. 

Maryland Search & Rescue Group. M/SAR is based 
at Howard Community College in Columbia, 
Maryland. MtSAR is also certified for mountain 
rescue services by the Mountain Rescue Association 
(MRA). Administrative information may be obtained 
by calling (301) 596-5554. M/SAR's address is 
11034 8errypick Lane, Columbia MD 21044. 

• 	 The eighth ASRC team is an affiliate member 
working towards full ASRC accreditation. 

Potomac Valley Rescue GrQup. PVRG is based at 
the University of Maryland at College Park. The 
team's address is Box 10, Stamp Union Building, 
University of Maryland, College Park MD 20742. 
Their training/operations and message center phone 
number is (301) 314-7444. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Perceptions: "What good is having X group? they 
are almost never at a mission." This was a recent 
comment to me. during a mission about a specific 
Group, but I have heard it before regarding other 
Groups. It's not a fair statement for anyone to 
make. 

Why? How often do you respond to a search 
mission? If the three you went on in 1993 were all 
in northern Virginia you might not have seen folks 

IIV'I!, ...... ,. t ............... , j _. "" ..... _ .... _ .. ' ' .... .. 


were not active? No. It means, Quite simply that 
the three missions you were on had few if any folks 
from these groups. 

Now, if you go to almost all missions, regardless of 
day of the week, location, 8t cetera, then you can 
make such observations for the shifts you worked. 
Even then, just for those shifts on those days. 

I am asking all ASRC Incident Commanders and 
Incident Staff personnel at the end of a mission to' 
forward copies of the SAR personnel sign in sheets 
to Peter McCabe. It is Peter's and my hope that by 
actually tracking who goes to missions we can get a 
handle on the above issue and many others. 

Virginia Department of Emergency Services Incident 
Command Standards for Ground Operations: This 
effort has been going on for some time. ASRC 
~ontributed heavily to the design of the standards. 
rhe standards are in the final draft and it is hoped 
that they will be signed by Mr. Slayton (VA/DES 
Director) by the end of the year. A date for a 
"finishing class" for VA/DES IC's is tentatively set 
for April 1994. If you are already an ASRC IC, you 
will have to pass the ~ame process as new IC's. 

The ICS standards also come with an SOP which 
each IC and VA/DES will sign as an agreement 
between them regarding such things as mission 
paper work, employee standards, etc., etc. 

VAlDES Training: The calendar for early 1994 and 
the remainder of 1993 is still being settled. But, the 
planned institute for Qctoblt~_~ovember
12·14 1993 at Camp Virgj'rila·: . ··near Roanoke 
is a goJ. FTM;..Fl'L.,lnctMS(J will be offered. Dates 
are being developed in the February/March time 
frame for another institute at Roanoke for FTM, FTL, 
and Practical Search Operations (PSO). It is hoped 
that VA/DES funds will come through for this 
second institute. 

AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH MARYLAND STATE 
POLICE 

In June the ASRC signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the Maryland State Police defining 
operational relationships between the State Police 
and the ASRC whenever the ASRC provides 
volunteer ground search and rescue services in 
Maryland with the Maryland State Police. In 
Maryland, the State Police is the designated search 
and rescue services coordinator and responsible 
agent. 

~: The ASRC has existing Memoranda of 
Agreement with the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Services, and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Resources. 

ASRC GROUP TRAINING SIMULATIONS 

SWVMRG: September 10-12. 1993. Training and 
search/rescue simulation activities operating from the 
CAP SQuadron building at the Roanoke (VA) airport 
from 1800 on 1 0 September. Training area 
described as relatively rough with some vertical or 
near vertical sections, and heavy underbrush in some 
areas. Participants should be prepared to 
camp/bivouac Saturday night and provide all rations. 
Further information from John Punches evenings at 
(703) 552-6957. 



RSAR: October 9-1 0, 199~. Training and SAR 
simulation activities from 0900 Saturday at 
Powhatan Wild Life Refuge at Powhatan, VA. 
Mission base at Rescue Squad. Full simulation 
during Saturday day with Saturday evening 
socializing. On Sunday, training stations are 
scheduled. Friday night camping available. 
Saturday dinner will be a community chili pot. For 
further information call Kevin Dawe at (804) 
750-1623. 

M/SAR: November 20-21, 1993. Training and 
simulation at Sugarloaf Mountain reservation in 
Frederick County, Maryland. Coordinated training 
sessions planned Saturday night with Maryland State 
Police aviation units on air/ground operations in night 
operations using Forward Looking Infrared (FLlR) 
techniques. Training during daylight Saturday and 
Sunday will focus on search strategies and semi­
tech evacuation procedures. For further information 
call Gary Schlueter at (410) 880-3004. 

WEST VIRGINIA SAR RESOURCES 

The West Virginia SAR Network, representing 
ground search and rescue units in West Virginia, is 
dispatched through the Huntington, West Virginia 
Regional Medical Command Center. The SAR 
Network may be reached in West Virginia by calling 
(800) 654-5767. Callers from other states may call 
the Network at (800) 233·9159. 

Editor's Note: From time to time we will report base 
line information regarding other lost person SAR 
organizations and programs. 

NEW ADDRESS FOR ASRC TEAM 

Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group 
c/o Dept. Emergerncy Medicine 
Mercy Hospital of Pittsburgh 
1400 Locust Street 
Pittsburgh PA 1 521 9-5166 


AMRG is dispatched by the ASRC through 
STATCOM at (412) 647-7828. 

UPCOMING ASRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETINGS 

October 23 December 18 February 26 April 

23 


Meetings through April 1994 are scheduled to be 
held in Charlottesville, Virginia adjacent to the ASRC 
dispatch office. 

SEARCH OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT COURSE 
PLANNED IN MARYLAND 

The Maryland Search & Rescue Group (M/SAR) plans 
to conduct a 40 hour Managing the Search 
Operations course on two weekends: January 14-1 6 
and January 28-30, 1994. The course will be 
coordinated through the Disaster Services program 
of the American Red Cross in Columbia, Maryland. 
Further information on registration, fees, and 
housing will be available in the next issues of 
Appalachian Alert. 

APPALACHIAN SEARCH & RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC. 

President David Carter 
(TSAR) (804) 466·8094 

Vice President Jenny Burmester 

(SMRGI (703) 978-7819 


Secretary & Camile Birmingham 

Treasurer (BRMRG) (804) 979-7254 


Operations Officer David Carter 

(TSAR) (804) 466-8094 


Training Officer John Punches 

(SWVMRG) (703) 552-6957 


Medical Officer Scott Shuffield 
(TSAR) (804) 460·1849 

Communications Mark Eggeman

Secretary (TSAR) (804) 425-8842 


ASTM Representative John Punches 

(SWVMRGI (703) 552-6957 


Appalachian Alert Peter McCabe 
Editor (301) 596-5554 

11034 Berrypick Lane 

Columbia MD 21044 


ASRCGROUPS 

5:~~~=~~~~~~ (AMRG) 14121 869-3747 

Mercy Hospital of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh PA 15219·5166 

(412) 776·1081 
(412) 843-9484 

14121 869-2567 


Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue Groyp (BRMRG) (804) 924-3472

PO Box 440 Newcomb StatIon C'ville VA 22903 


President ~ Charles Chopin (804) 979-3228 

Training Off Bruce Hemmer (804) 296·6172 

Ops Off Bruce Hemmer (804) 296·6172 


Maryland Search & Rescue Group (M/SAR) (301) 596-5554 

11034 Berrypick Columbia MD 21044 


President Kelly Naylor (410) 750-5850 

Training Off Gary Schlueter (410) 880-3004 

Ops Off Edward Marsh (410) 381·2679 


Potomac Valley Rescue Group (PVRG) (301) 314-7444 

BOx 10 Stamp Union Bldg Univ Maryland 


College Park MD 20742 

President Brian Whalen (410) 744·6674 

Training Off Scon McCabe (301) 596·5554 

Ops Off Dome Poon 1301, 590·9424 


Richmond Search & Rescue Grou~ (RSAR) (804) 768-5555 

POBox 9025 Richmond VA 3225 


President Kevin Dawe (804) 750·1623 

Training Off Tony Felts (804) 271-7307 

Ops Off Bill Fisher (804) 748·6214 


lhenandoah Mountain Rescue Grou~ (SMRG) (703) 255-5034 

18Park St Vienna VA 2218 

President Gary Mechtel (410) 381·2593 

Training Off Jim Fishenden (703) 538-6568 

Ops Off Paul DeHaven (703) 354-2957 


(SWVMRG)
~~!lJ!.5~~~~~~=-r.r.m~~ (703) 951-2914 


(703) 951-2914 

(703) 552·6957 
(703) 951-9137 


r~ewater sen'dch & Rescue GrOU~SAR) (804) 466-8094 

3 TownseCt Norfolk VA 23 2 

President David Carter (804) 466·8094 

Training Off Earle Evans (804) 693·4391 

Ops Off Ruth Carter (804) 466-8094 


Note: 	 Entries marked with a indicate listing was taken from 
most recently available group roster. It is understood 
this information is dynamic and subject to change. 



Allegheny Mountain 

Rescue Group 


c/o Dept. of Emergency Medicine. Mercy Hospital 

1400 Locust St. Pittsburgh. PA 15219.5166 


Emergency Alert: 1-8()().ME[)..STAT In Pennsylvania 

1412-647·7828 elsewhere Business Calls: (412) 443-2996 


A local Group of the Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference, Inc. 

A Member Team of the Mountain Rescue Association, Inc. 


Reply to: 
Keith Conover, M.D. 

36 Robinhood Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220-3014 

412-561-3413 

AUgust 27, 1993 

Attn: Mr. Bothwell 
STAT MEDEVAC 
Center for Emergency Medicine 
230 McKee #500 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

Dear Mr. Bothwell: 
SUBJECT: cooperative Agreement 

As you will see from the enclosed correspondence 
and agreement, several area search and rescue teams 
have established a tentative cooperative agreement. As 
STATCOM already provides resource referral for the 
Pennsylvania Search and Rescue Council, and dispatches
both Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group and MED-SAR, we 
would like to ask that STATCOM also serve as the focal 
point for implementing this important cooperative 
agreement. The only change to existing procedures
would be that the STATCOM dispatcher would call Rescue­
40 as well as AMRG and MED-SAR. If this is acceptable 
to you, then Mr. Lee Lyons, Western Regional Coor­
dinator for PSARC, will provide you with alerting 
information for Rescue-40. 

Thank you very much, and thanks particularly for 
STAT's past strong support for better search and rescue 
in Pennsylvania. 

Yours truly, 

Keith Conover, M.D. 
AMRG ASRC Delegate; Secretary, PSARC 
cc: 	 PSARC President: Secretary, ASRC Board of 

Directors; Christian R. Long, PEMA: AMRG: MED­
SAR: CAESAR; Rescue-40 

C:\TEXT\ASRCMISC\MUTUAL3.LTR 
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Mutual Aid Agreement 

between C.A.E.S.A.R and: 


AMRG, MED-SAR, and Rescue-40 

for use by STATCOM in dispatching 


July 16, 1993 


Whenever CAESAR is called for a lost person search for a live 
subject, STATCOM will be contacted by CAESAR and will immediately 
contact AMRG, MED-SAR, and Rescue-40 to request the following: 

"Two incident-staff-capable members from each team to respond to 
the scene, if available, to: (1) jointly provide a Pennsylvania 
Search and Rescue Council Unified Command to manage the search, 
and (2) to coordinate with their respective teams to facilitate 
any additional resource requests by the Unified Command." 

I~s.u.;hA~~;t
Ron Wisbith, Director, Rescue-40 

C:\TEXT\ASRCMISC\MUTUAL.DOC 
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Signed: 

Joh C.A.E.S.A.R. 

Rescue Group 

Le! L ns, Chief of Operations, MED-SAR 



Allegheny Mountain 

Rescue Group 


c/o Dept. of Emergency Meclldne, Mercy Hospital 

1400 Locust 8t. Pittsburgh, PA 15219-5166 


Emergency Alert: 1-8()().ME[).STAT in Pennsylvania 

1412-647.7828 elsewhere Business Calls: (412) 443-2996 


A local Qroup of the Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference, Inc. 

A Member Team of the Mountain Rescue Association, Inc. 


Reply to: 
Keith Conover, M.D. 

36 Robinhood Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220-3014 

412-561-3413 

August 27, 1993 

Attn: Peter McCabe, PSARC President 
Maryland SAR Group, ASRC 
11034 Berrypick Lane 
Columbia, MD 21044 

Dear Mr. McCabe: 
SUBJECT: Mutual Aid Agreement 

Four SAR teams in the western part of Pennsylvania 
have signed a mutual aid agreement. Three of the teams 
are Pennsylvania Search and Rescue Council members, and 
we are trying to persuade the fourth to join. Because 
of AMRG's status as an ASRC Group, the agreement must 
be approved by the ASRC Board of Directors, but I do 
not anticipate this to be a problem. 

I am sending original signed copies to each of the 
signatory groups, and as Secretary of PSARC, will keep 
a copy on file. I am also forwarding a copy to 
STATCOM, and with your permission, will ask Lee Lyons, 
western Regional Coordinator for PSARC, to check with 
STATCOM to arrange for implementation. 



Peter McCabe, PSARC President 
August 27, 1993 
Page 2 

Those of us involved in setting up this agreement 
understand that it may be made moot by possible near­
future changes in SAR dispatching by PSARC or PEMA, but 
we believe that this agreement is still an important 
step in the right direction. Thank you. 

Yours truly, 

Keith Conover, M.D. 

AMRG ASRC Delegate: Secretary, PSARC 


encl: copy of Agreement 

cc: Secretary, ASRC Board of Directors: Christian 

R. Long, PEMA: AMRG: MED-SAR: CAESAR: Rescue­
40: STATCOM 

C:\TEXT\ASRCMISC\MUTUAL2.LTR 
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WILDERNESS EMERGENCY MEDICINE 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 


Center for Emergency Medicine of Western Pennsylvania 

Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference 


Document Order Form 

March 7,1993 


Plcue remit via check or money order, in U.S. dol1ars, made out to: 

Center for Emergency Medicine of Western Pennsylvania 


230 McKee Place, Suite 500 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213-4904 

Part Cost • 'total 
1. Introduction to Wilderness Emergency Medical Services. the ~ot Yet Avail.· XX XXXXXX 

Wilderness Emergency Medical Technician, and the ASRC­
CEM Curriculum 

n. The Wilderness Environment: Hazards, Safety, and Patient SI.6O 
Care Implications (3.01, 8110192t 

1lI. Patient Assessment $>Not Yet Avail. xx XXXXXX 

IV. Scene Management. Communications. Reporting. and Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 
Documentation 

V. Wilderness Surgical Problems ~ot Yet Avail. xx XXXXXX 

VI. Thermal Regulation (Il')Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

vn. Heat-Related Disorders @Nol Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

VllI. Bums and Lightning (3.01,617192) 51.40 

IX. Cold-Related Disorders (3.00, 3/5193) 53.30 

X. Altitude Illness (3.10: 9125192) Sl.SO XX XXXXXX 

XI. Bites and Stings ~ot Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

XII. Wilderness Medical Problems (3.10; 10/24/92) $3.50 

XllI. Wilderness Trauma Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

XIV. Pharmacology ~Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

XV. Packaging and Transport Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

XVI. Disasters Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

xvn. Introduction to and Review of Advanced Skills Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

XVIII. Principles of General Medicine SNot Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

XIX. Stress Management and Critical Incident Stress Debriefing $1.60 

(3.31,7/4/92) 

XX. Veterinary Emergencies Not Yet Avail. XX XXXXXX 

Appendix A. Clinical Rotations (1.23. 7/10192) $1.20 

•All Parts should be available by mid-1993. Total: 

Address to send materials to: 
··Versions: 3.1 to 3.2 =significant changes; 3.11 to 

A1'. minor changes. 
~"""D"'-"'lI""l'T'n-' 

A.(tl·ti!1'l.~ .­

.., L4.,. fbf" co-.- Write for updalod order forma. 
t,) f.IIII)( i' ~ 
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ASRC-CEM Fall 1993 Pennsylvania WEMT Course: 

Proposed Schedule as of April 21. 1993 


SECOND WEEKEND 

Day 3: November 19. Friday 
08()()"()830 Breokfast 
0830-0845 Demonstration of Clinical Scenario 
0845-0930 Bites and Stings 
0930-1030 Wilderness Medical Problems 
1030-1045 Break 
1045-1200 Wilderness Medical Problems. 

continued 
1200-1245 Lunch 
1245-1500 Wilderness Medical Problems. 

continued 
1500-1515 Break 
1500-1615 Wilderness Trauma 
1615-1730 Immobilization; Packaging; Semi-

Tech Evac (Group Skills Session) 
1730-1830 Dinner 
1900-2200 3 I-hour Skills Station Rotations: 

Neurological Assessment 11; and 
two Clinical Scenarios 

Day 4: November 20. Saturday 
08()()"()830 Breakfast 
0800-0930 Pbarmacology 
0915-1030 Disasters 
1030-1045 Break 
1045-2000 Field Exercises (Lunch on own in 

field) 
2000-2130 Dinner and Critique 

Day 5; November 21. Sunday 
08()()"()830 Breakfast 
0830-0930 Principles of General Medicine 
1030-1045 Break 
1045-1215 Stress and CISD 
1215-1300 Lunch 
1300-1400 Review and Summary 

1400-1700 Written and Practical Testing 

1700 Review Test. and Graduation 


FIRST WEEKEND 

DAY 1: November 6. Saturday 
08()()"()830 Breakfast 
0830-0945 Introduction to WEMS 
0945-1045 Wilderness Environment 
1045-11 00 Break 
1100-1230 Patient Assessment 
1230-1300 Lunch 
1300-1515 Scene Management. 

Communications. Reporting. and 
Documentation 

1515-1545 Surgical Skills Demonstrations and 
Break 

1545-1730 Wilderness Surgical Problems 
1730-1830 Dinner 
1830-1930 Wilderness Surgical Problems. 

continued 
1930-2230 3 I-hour Skills Station Rotations: 

Neurological Assessment 1; 
Physical Assessment; and a 
Clinical Scenario 

Day 2: November 7. Sunday 
Breokfast 
Wilderness Surgical Problems. 

continued 
Break 
Thermal Regulation; Heat; Bums 

and Lightning 
Altitude Illness 
Lunch 
Cold-Related Disorders 
3 I-hour Skills Station Rotations: 

Shoulder Dislocations; Advanced 
Skills; Onhopedic Assessment 

Adjourn 

08()()..()830 
0830-1000 

1000-1015 
1015-1145 

1115-1200 
1200-1245 
1245-1415 
1415-1715 

r 



The ASRC-CEM WEMT Curriculum: 


General Background 

The ASRC The Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference 
(ASRC) is a volunteer search and rescue organization. ASRC 
missions include wilderness search for lost persons and the res­
cue of injured persons from hiking. hunting. or other acci­
dents. The ASRC also conducts special technical operations 
including mountain and cliff rescue. There are curreotly 
ASRC Groups in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Columbia and Col­
lege Park. Maryland; in Washington. D.C.; and in Virginia, at 
Charlottesville. Chesapeake. Richmond. Blacksburg, and Nor­
folk. ASRC Groups also form the Appalachian Region of the 
Mountain Rescue Association. The ASRC is affiliated with the 
Eastern Region of the National Cave Rescue Commission and 
the National Association for Search and Rescue. 

The CEM The Center for Emergency Medicine of Western 
Pennsylvania (CEM), founded in 1978 and incorporated in 
1983. is a consortium of Pittsburgh-area hospitals and the 
University Health Center of Pittsburgh. the largest single 
medical campus in the U.S. Through its large residency 
program (the University of Pittsburgh Affiliated Residency in 
Emergency Medicine) the Center trains emergency physicians. 
and it also conducts a highly-respected paramedic training 
program. The Center provides medical command for the city 
of Pittsburgh. and provides emergency ground and aeromedical 
transportation services (STAT: Special Treatment And Trans­
port). The Center for Emergency Medicine is well-known for 
its research in emergency medicine and prehospital care (the 
use of lighted stylets for intubation is a recent CEM innova­
tion). The Center publishes many papers in the AnnDls of 
Emergency Medicine and other medical journals. It is the cen­
ter for Pennsylvania's Basic Trauma Life Support training, and 
it is the headquarters of the National Association of Emergency 
Medical Services Physicians. 

Project Goals Our primary goal is to produce a com­
prehensive, realistic. peer-reviewed Wilderness EMT Cur­
riculum. including Lesson Plans. a Course Guide, and a 
textbook. We are also developing a Wilderness Command 
Physician course. 

The ASRC-CEM Wildemess EMT Curriculum The pur­
pose of our Wilderness EMT Curriculum is to -fill in the 
gaps" between search and rescue and EMT/EMT-P training •. 
And, we want to extend both the SAR (search and rescue) and 
the EMS system so they can meet "in the middle" in the person 
of the WEMT. Our ultimate goal is to provide better care of 
those in the wilderness who are injured or ill. 

The target population for the curriculum includes mem­
bers of mountain, cave, and other wilderness search and rescue 
teams. and members of rural rescue squads with wilderness 
search and rescue responsibilities. The curriculum is not 
designed for outdoor recreation trip leaders or guides. unless 
they are part of a wilderness EMS system with a physician 
medical director. 

Prerequisites The prerequisites for the curriculum (and a 
·post-requisite") and the reasons for them, are as follows. 

Virginia Ground Search and Rescue Field Team Member 
certification or similar training is required. so that we don't 
have to repeat basic search and rescue training in the WEMT 

(i.e.• the Virginia GSAR training program. and training and 
certification offered by organizations such as the ASRC). 
Programs such as the National Association for Search and Res­
cue's Fundamentals of SAR and the National Cave Rescue 
Commission's Orientation to Cave Rescue are also available 
across the continent. 

EMT or EMT-P training is required. It is readily avail­
able throughout the U.S. and is the basis for all recognized 
U.S. prehospital continuing education courses (e.g.. Pre­
hospital Trauma Life Support and Basic Trauma Life Support 
courses). We are developing EMT equivalency guidelines for 
Canada. 

Clinical training in the Emergency Department is con­
sidered a -post-requisite" of the class; although we believe that 
specific clinical training is essential to the education of the 
WEMT. we cannot integrate this into the curriculum itself. 
Therefore. we will provide clinical training recommendations 
to each student. and to each student's Wilderness EMS medical 
director. We will urge that this clinical training be arranged 
by the medical director. and that this clinical training should 
continue on a regular basis. See the Clinical ROl4tions: Out­
Une and Checklist for specifics of clinical training. 

The Same Course ror EMTs and ror Paramedics After 
much discussion. we decided in 1987 to develop a single 
WEMT curriculum. The same course curriculum would be 
used for EMTs, EMT-Ps. and anything in between. Why? 

First, we felt we must teach something about advanced 
techniques even to Basic EMTs. Compared to street EMS. 
wilderness EMS is very much a team effort (often with a large 
teaml). Basic WEMTs will often need to assist their WEMT­
Paramedic team members with advanced skills (e.g •• helping 
prepare IV bags and lines under the WEMT-Ps supervision). 

Basic WEMTs must know much of the same pharmacol­
ogy, anatomy, and physiology that the wilderness paramedics 
mush know. Basic WEMTs must know about the proper use 
of medications commonly carried in outdoors enthusiasts' 
medical kits, must understand the principles of oral fluid 
replacement, and must be able to deal with common primary 
care problems. just as must the wilderness EMT-Ps. 

No advanced skills beyond EMT -P skills are needed for 
routine wilderness ALS. Central lines, Foley catheters. chest 
decompression, and NG tubes are all legitimate parts of the 
standard EMT-P training curriculum. Therefore. the WEMT 
module need not teach any new invasive skills. Escharotomy 
and fasciotomy are surgical skills that are occasionally needed, 
but require surgical training far beyond that given to EMT -Ps. 
and should be reserved for physicians or others already specifi­
cally trained in these procedures. 

CertiftcatiOD VB. Lkensure We only offer a course comple­
tion certificate at local classes based on our Curriculum. We 
rely on state EMS agencies to coordinate with state search and 
rescue agencies to establish state WEMT licensure or certifi­
cation. and rely on local or regional medical command physi­
cians to establish appropriate protocols. 

More information Oft the Curriculum will appear in the ColIne Gllilk. 
due Cor publication in 1993. C:\TEXT\WEMS\WEMTINFO.DOC 
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• Long range (5 yr) ASRC goals 
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Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group 

Personal SAR Management Response Kit 


Checklist 

Version 0.1 

August 7. 1993 

I. Maps 

o 1 U.S.G.S. Topographic Map Index for PA 

o 1 DeLorme Pennsylvania Topographic Map Atlas 

o 1 Pennsylvania Road Atlas 

o 1 County Road Map: Allegheny Co. 

o 1 ASRC Grid Overlay 

II. Pennsylvania Search and Rescue Council Fonns 

o 1 Incident Lost Person Questionnaire Incident Fonn 1 of6 

o 1 Incident Objectives (replaces ICS fonn 202) Incident Fonn 2 of6 

o 1 Daily Command Log Daily Fonn 1 of10 

o 1 Daily Table of Organization Daily fonn 2 of10 (replaces ICS fonn 203) 

o 1 Daily SAR Unit I Government Personnel Register Daily Fonn 3 of10 

o 1 Daily Local Volunteer Personnel Register Daily Fonn 4 of10 

o 1 Daily Vehicle Register Daily Fonn 5 of10 

o 1 Daily Task Log Daily Fonn 6 of10 

o 1 Daily Clue Log Daily Fonn 7 of10 

o 1 Daily Communications Log Daily Fonn 8 of10 

o 10 Task Assignment Fonns (duplicate fonns) 

ID. Other 

o 1 Current AMRG Roster 

o misc. pens and pencils 

o clipboard and blank paper 

o 	 5 rolls flagging tape 

C:\TEX1\ASRCMISC\SARKIT.DOC 



Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group 

Member Roster 


(Active Members, Categorized by MRA Levels) 

March 22, 1992 


1. Mike Abbitt 
2. Thomas Clemens 
3. Keith Conover, M.D. 
4. Joseph T. Crist 
5. Arthur Dodds, Jr. 
6. David V. Dzierski 
7. A. Richard Fogle 
8. Jack Grandey 
9. Owen Gormley 
10. John Greenaway 
11. Gene Harrison 
12. Chuck Hemple 
13. Dave Knorr . 
14. Michael S. Kuga
15. Jane Kuzniewski, R.N. 
16. Ken Lechok 
17. Micki Liska 
18. David Lindell 
19. David McCUlloch 
20. Marc Rosenthal, Ph.D. 
21. Bern Shen, M.D. 
22. Betty P. Thomas 
23. David Vint, EMT 
24. Rich Worst 
25. Mike Yee 
26. John H. Zimecki 

support - FTL 
support - CQ 
Rescue - FTL-IC/W-M.D.
Support - FTL/W-EMT-P 
Rescue - FTL-IS/W-EMT
Support - FTM/W-EMT 
Rescue - FTL-IS/W-EMT 
support - CQ/EMT-P
Support - CQ/W-EMT-P
Support - FTM/EMT-P 
Rescue - FTL-IS/W-EMT
Support ­
support - CQ 
Rescue - FTL-IS/W-EMT 
support - CQjW-EMT-P-RN
Support ­
Support - CQ/W-EMT 
Rescue - FTL/W-EMT-P 
support - FTL 
Support - CQjW-EMT-P 
support - FTM/W-M.D.
Support - FTM 
support -'CQjW-EMT 
support - FTL 
Support - FTM/W-EMT-P 
support - FTL 

....---.-.......---·-------------------1--------·----.-----........----. 




MARYLAND SEARCH & RESCUE GROUP 	 August 1993 Report 

1. 	 Summer training has been completed, and we are finalizing the training calendar for 
September 1993 thru June 1994. A copy of this master schedule will be available 
for the next ASRC meeting. 

2. 	 M/SAR has completed incorporation and is beginning to work on IRS application 
materials for 501(c)(3) status. 

3. 	 M/SAR is considering acquisition of another vehicle for the program. 

4. 	 The incident command resource management program is progressing well. Testing 
of the system will be started in the late Fall, continuing thru the winter with several 
paper exercises with a spring 94 field simulation exercise planned. 

5. 	 M/SAR proposes the name of Gary Schlueter as the GTO for the period through the 
April 1994 Annual Meeting. 

6. 	 M/SAR awaits proposals, consideration, and decision on the pending ASRC Alert 
Officer issue. 

Respectfully submitted 



~EPORT TO ASRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AUGUST 28, 1993 

Administrative: 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the PVRG has been requirpri 
to change its administrative positlons. Th. posi~lons are 
85 follows: 

President. ................ Btian Whalen 

Vice Pt"E'!sident ............ Robett Mello 

Secretary ................ ,Gary Kaplan* 

~reasurer ................. Adam Zaranski 

UMCP seA Representative ... Jennifer M~~rz 
Operations Officer ........ Dome Peen 

Training Officer .......... Scott McCabe 

ASRC BOD Delegate ......... Dome POO& 


*Cary Kapla.n has gone inactivl!', and K.rjstin H~aton has 
unofficially assumA~ his responsibiliti~~. 

Training! 

The PYRe i~ in the process of devAloping an intAgr~t~d SAR 
and Trackin9 tr-aining prog-ram. On('';-' thls has been 
£inali~l!'d( a copy shall be sent to the ASR~ ROD. 

w. have many people about ready to receiv~ FTM sti'ltu:.. If 
any 9rouP has additional ASRC pa.tc~l::.<:."s t.hat we !Oay plJrrhase, 
it would be greatly apprecia~ed if you cuuld call us at the 
number below. 

Operations: 

The PVRG now ha~ a 24'hour Operations and Inform~tion Line. 
Messages arc checked no less than twir~ per day, or every 
hour during a seat-cr... Anyone needing t.o contact the group 
should call this lin@. The number is: 

( 301) 314 -7.4 44 

We have also acquired Q util~ty vehic!~ Wh1~h may be used to 



store and transport equipment to ann f,-nm ~earch and 
trainin9 sessions. Details are being finallzed. 

We have received funding from the Univerqity of Maryland, 
and are in the process of purchasing m@di~al suppl i@s. ASRC 
pagers, and radio equipment. 

Search Activity: 

5 Members responded to Haque, VA 

5 Members responded to st. Mary's, MO 

4 members responded to Hustle, VA 
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From: G. Mechtel 
Subj.: ASRC BOD Report on SMRG 
Date: 8/27/93 

To: ASRC BOD 

SMRG continues to participate in ASRC missions: including 
- Missing aircraft search 
- Pennsylvania Lost person search 
-- (another) 

SMRG has had numerous medical standbys: 
-- Triatholon at Columbia 
-- Triatholon at Annapolis 
-- Triatholon at Ocean City 

SMRG has recieved another RSAF grant for $1500. This grant is to be used to 
improve membership gathering. The grant is an outright grant. No matching 
funds are needed. 

SMRG has recieved additional funds from P ATC (- 1500). Other recent donations 
include: a litter, a number of BP cuffs, and numerous other medical supplies. 

SMRG will be purchasing additional magnetically mounted antennas to augment 
the recently purchased new radios. 

The primary goals 1993 are: 
-- Improve dispatch 
-- Recruit and retain new members 
-- Train new members 

We have recently added approximately six new members to our roster. Some of the 
new pagers have been deployed. 

SMRG will be supporting future medical standbys; including a Ham fest. 

Jim Fisenden has resigned as SMRG training officer. 

SMRG requests the following during new business: 

1) Approve William Dixon as our new training officer. 
2) Allow the ASRC to provide ASRC patches to outside organizations 
3) Provide sustaining membership definitions 
4) Change the role of the GTO as concerning active membership 

1 



Appalachian Search and Rescue 

Southwest Virginia Mountain Rescue Group 


203 Progress St. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 


REPORT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
28 August 93 

5 members to Page Co. Search 31 May 93* 

* 	 10 members to Tappahanock Search 4 June 93 

5 members to Mifflin Co. PA Search 23 June 93* 
omembers to Albermarle Co. Search 25 June 93* 

omembers to Essex Co. Search 26 June 93* 

* 	 1 members on standby for Martinsburg WV Search 4 August 93 

* 	 3 Hug-a-Trees to approximately 45 children 

* 	 4 PSARs to approximately 60 children 

3 probationary members achieved active member status * 

Simulation sheduled for 10-12 September 1993* 

Special elections held to fill vacated officer positions. CUrrent officers are as follows:* 
Chair: 

Vice Chair: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Operations: 

Training: 

BOD: 


SARCO: 


Dave Zader 
Brian Ferguson 
Cindie Lambert 
Tiffany Worthington 
Greg Sazonov 
John Punches 
Brian Ferguson 
Ian Nelson 
Greg Sazonov 
Paul Robinson 

* Schedule of Training and Business Events is attached. 



SWV AMRG Training Schedule 
25 Aug 93 -- page 1 of 3 

Day Date ~ 

Tues 24 Aug VPI Fall Semester Qasses Begin 

Wed 25 Aug SW Business Meeting 

Sat 28 Aug ASRC Board of Directors (BOD) (10:30 Charlottesville) 

Sun 29 Aug Locker Qeanup 

Wed 1 Sept SW Training - Introduction to SW and SAR 

Sun 5 Sept SW Fundraiser - Stadium Qeanup 

Wed 8 Sept SW Training - Call Out Qualification Qass 

Fri-Sun 10-12 Sept SW Simulation - Meet at Roanoke Airport (1800 hours) 

Tues 14 Sept SW Business Meeting 

Wed 15 Sept SW Training - Simulation Debrief - Commo, Knots 

Sat-Sun 18-19 Sept Triangle Rescue Training for those enrolled 

Sun 19 Sept SW Training - Patient Packaging, Litter Handling, Semi-Tech 

Wed 22 Sept SW Training - Search Tactics 

Sun 26 Sept SW Fundraiser - Stadium Qeanup 

Wed 29 Sept SW Training - Intro to Land Nav 

Sun 3 Oct SW Training - Practical Land Nav 

Wed 6 Oct SW Training - Legal Aspects 

Fri-Sun 8-10 Oct RSAR Simulation - Richmond (times TBA) 

Tues 12 Oct SW Business 

Wed 13 Oct SW Training - Open 

Sat-Sun 16-17 Oct Triangle Rescue Training for those enrolled 

Sun 17 Oct SW Fundraiser - Stadium Qeanup 

Wed 20 Oct SW Training - Mission Ops, ICS, Incident Site Protocol 

Sat 23 Oct BOD 

Sun 24 Oct SW Fundraiser - Stadium Qeanup 

Wed 27 Oct SW Training - Helo Ops I LZ Preparation 

Fri-Sun 29-31 Oct GSAR - 1st weekend for those enrolled (Time/Place TBA) 

Sun 31 Oct SW Fundraiser - Stadium Qeanup 

Wed 3 Nov SW Training - Single Rope Techniques Qassroom 

Sun 7 Nov SW Training - Land Nav Practical 

Tues 9 Nov SW Business 

Fri - Sun 12-14 Nov GSAR - 2nd weekend for those enrolled (fime/Place TBA) 

Sun 14 Nov SW Fundraiser - Stadium Qeanup 

r 




SWV AMRG Training Schedule 
25 Aug 93 -­ page 2 of 3 

Day Date Event 

Wed 17 Nov SW Training - Open 

Sat 20 Nov VPI Thanksgiving Break Begins 

Sun 28 Nov VPI Thanksgiving Break Ends 

Wed 1 Dec SW Training - Review Session 

Sun 5 Dec SW Training - Practical Testing Session 

Wed 8 Dec SW Training -Written Testing Session 

Fri 10 Dec VPI Exams Begin 

Tues 14 Dec SW Business 

Thurs 16 Dec VPI Winter Break Begins 

Sat 18 Dec BOD 

Tues 11 Jan SW Business 

Tues 18 Jan VPI Spring Semester Classes Begin 

Sun 23 Jan SW Training - Land Nav 

Wed 26 Jan SW Training - Open 

Sun 31 Jan SW Training - Commo & Semi-Tech 

Sat-Sun 5-6 Feb SW Training - Modular Course; week 1 of 5 

Tues 8 Feb SW Business 

Sun 13 Feb SW Training - Vertical 

Sat-Sun 19-20 Feb SW Training· Modular Course; week 2 of 5 

Wed 23 Feb SW Training - Open 

Sun 27 Feb SW Training - Caving 

Sat 5 Mar VPI Spring Break Begins 

Tues 8 Mar SW Business 

Sun 13 Mar VPI Spring Break Ends 

Sat-Sun 19-20 Mar SW Training - Modular Course; week 3 of 5 

Sun 27 Mar SW Training - Land Nav 

Wed 30 Mar SW Training - Open 

Sat-Sun 2-3 Apr SW Training - Modular Course; week 4 of 5 

Sat 9 Apr SW Training - Night Land Nav Test Session 

Tues 12 Apr SW Business 

Sat-Sun 17 Apr SW Training - Modular Course; week 5 of 5 

Sun 24 Apr SW Training - Vertical 



SWVAMRG Training Schedule 
25 Aug 93 -- page 3 of 3 

Wed 27 Apr SW Training - Year End Review 

Sun 1 May SW Training - Written and Practical Testing Day 

Wed 4 May VPI Classes End 

Tues 10 May SW Business 

Training Policies: 

This schedule is subject to change. Contact the Group Training Officer, John Punches at 703-552­
6957 for confinnation of trainings. 

In the event of a search or other conflicting ASRC business, trainings may be cancelled and/or 
rescheduled. 

Persons participating in practical exercises must have a signed waver of liability on file with the Group 
Secretary and must come properly equipped for field exercises. 

Event times and places are as follows unless otherwise indicated: Sat at 1700 hours in McBryde 233 
(Campus of VPQ, Sun at 1000 hours at the Locker (203 Progress St , Brick building, Second floor), 
Weekdays at 1900 hours in McBryde 233. 

Alternative/Additional trainings may be scheduled if sufficient interest is present Contact Group 
Training Officer with requests. 

Written tests should be taken only after successful completion of applicable practical skills. Group 
Training Officer will consider exceptions on an individual basis. 

Trainees should maintain a list of classes attended and skills completed and present said list to the 
Group Training Officer when requesting test sessions. This training schedule may serve as said list if 
events attended are initialled by the Group Training Officer or an Assistant SAR Instructor. 

Consumption of alcohol, tobacco products, and other drugs, are prohibited during training sessions. 
Violators of this policy will be asked to leave and may face group disciplinary action. 

r 
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