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Dear Mr. Lichtenstein.

I understand that vou have b@mn promised a copy oF the ARococredita—
tion Frocedures used by the kocky Mountain Region af the the
Mountain Fescue Associration. Which Is exactiv what vou will Fina
enclosed! You may not be aware that each MRA region establishes
and gnforces 18 own set ofF criteria for accrediting search and
rescue teams. This is 1n order to allow regional tailoring to the
needs, clrcumstances and environment a¥ the reglon. 8o vou will
fFind variations from region to region.. The Rocky Mountalin Region
worked for two vears to rewrite our criterida. It has heen
acknowledged by two other MRA regions as the most detalled and
extensive In the MRA by thely adoption for thelir use.

On another, related rote, 1 occasionallv have the opportunity to
enjoy reading the newsletter of vour organization, "Fyrom [The
Chigf. " It is passed along to me by Judyv Hanna, the MRA Executive
Secretary. 1 noticed fn the April 135 issue on paqge thres a refer-
ance to "Mountaln Rescue Association Certification.” | believe a
claritication is Iin order. Fhe MRA doss wuse the term '"certifv'., as
the national MRA does not “certify"” teams. The MRA does not have
the authority to “certifyv” anvthing. Understandahly, the ditier-
ences betwesn '"certifv'" and "accredite” are subtle and are still
used by some Interchangably., Our own members are still getting
used to using the more appropriate terminologyv.. Obviousiy firam ths
article published, at+¥ilr1ation with the MRA is something vou have
investigated. I thouoht [ would take this opportunity to set the
racord stralight. I+ I gan help 1n anv other way, please do let ms
now ! ~-
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Howard M. FPaul

cc: K. Conover, MRA East. Rgn.
H. Holloway. president
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