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By Patricia Davis
Washington Post Stafl Writer

SHENANDOAH - NATIONAL PARK,
Nov. 9—A 12-year-old Virginia boy who
became separated from his Sunday school
group during an outing here Saturday said
he survived two days in rugged terrain and
below-freezing temperatures by sleeping
under a blanket of leaves and eating But-
terfingers and a sandwich offered by a
group of 25 elderly hikers, who didn't re-
alize he was the target of a massive search.

Park Ranger Robert Fleming wasn't even
sure the youth he spotted about 11:30 a.m.
today—walking nonchalantly next to a hiker
he had met along a trail on Old Rag Moun-
tain—was the one that 125 rangers and
volunteers had been searching for.

"] yelled, ‘Donny!’ I was more shaken up
than he was,” Fleming recalled today.

Donald “Donny” Wentz, of Partlow, Va.,"‘

south of Fredericksburg, was wearing only
a light jacket over his hooded Dallas Cow-

boys sweatshirt. He calmly told Fleming he

was kind of tired and cold after 45 hours
lost in the woods—and that he was afraid

he would miss wrestling practicg at school .

this afternoon. * - Rulz
. Fleming stuck the 115-pound youth with

‘the soggy tennis shoes in his National Park

Service Bronco and cranked up the heater. .

|- A nearby paramedic gave Donny a quick;
el T i

3,00

‘er Terry Lindsay said at the command post

. speak with reporters today.

‘who helped.” ;
*  Donny had been-on a Sunday school out- |
"ing from Spotswood Baptist Church in Fre-:

' “.’“There’s no way. to express how happy . |
- we are,” said a: church member who an--!:
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checkup, which had the same results as a
more thorough examination later at Univer-
sity of Virginia Hospital in Charlottesville:
Donny survived with barely a scratch.

In addition to a cut on his right knee and
scrapes on his legs and thighs, Teresa
Schlager, a physician, said Donny had “very
minor hypothermia,” a low temperature
resulting from exposure.

He also complained of a stiff neck and
back. ‘

“He was in very good shape,” said Rich-
ard Christoph, director of the pediatric
emergency service.

Donny was kept overnight for observa-.
tion at the hospital, where he had a cheese-
burger and french fries for lunch.

“They expect him to do fine,” Park Rang- -

set up in the Big Meadows area of the park.
“This is a tough little 12-year-old.” ;
Donny’s father, Robert Wentz, would not -

.In a statement, he said, “My.son is in fine -
'shape and we are very grateful to all those .

dericksburg, a trip classes had made before, : :
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