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MEETINGS 

Business meetings are held the nrst Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Marlaret', 
Hospital (juS! off Route 28 in Aspinwall, slightly east of the Hilhland Park Bridle). 
Traininl meetings are held the third Tuesday or each month. also at at 7:30 p.m.• and they 
alternate between SI. Maraarel', Hospital and the University of Pitlsburah. Visitors are 
welcome at all business and training meetings. There are also weekend Iraininl sessions at 
which visitors are generally welcome. Contact a Group member, or read a copy of the 
ASRC Newsletter. for more timely inrormation about scheduled activities. • . 

NEWSLETTER 

The ASRC publishes a bimon'f~y Newsletter, primarily for the benefit of ASRC 
members. Nonmembers may obtailJ"'L year's subScription by sending a check for SS, made 
out to Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group, to: ASRC Newsletter, Shenandoah Mountain 
Rescue Group/ASRC, 1718 "N" Street NW. Washington. DC 20036. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information about AMRG or Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference 
services. meetings. or activities. please write to us at the letterhead address or the ASRC 
address (P.O. BOll 440, Newcomb Statlon. Charlottesville. V A 22903) or call one of our 
officers: 

For membership Inlormatlolll 

Walt Stoy. AMRG Membership Coordinator: (412) 487-4484 (H) (412) 624·2858 (W) 

For leneral Inlormatloa: 

Dave Vint, AMRG Training Coordinator: (412) S39-9356 

Jack Grandey. AMRG Information Officer: (412) 941-13S5 

Dave Lindell. AMRG Chairman: (412) 363-8036 
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THE ORGANIZATION 

The Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference (ASRC) is a volunteer search and 
rescue orllani:r.ation dedicated to saving lives in the outdoors. Our missions include wilder· 
ness search for lost persons and the rescue of Injured persons from hikinll. hunting, or 
other accidents. We also conduct special technical rescue operations. includinll cave, moun
tain and cliff rescue. The ASRC is a national leader in the development of wilderness 
medicine, search manasement. and mountain and cave rescue techniques. 11 was the first 
organi:r.ation east of the Rocky Mountains to become a full member of the Mountain Rescue 
Anociation, and every ASRC Certified Member is therefore a Mountain Rescue Association 
rescue-certified member. The ASRC is comprised of local Groups, including the Shlman
doah Mountain Rescue Group in the Washinllton DC area. the Blue Ridge Mountain Rescue 
Group In Charlotlesvllle. Virginia. and the Southwest Virllinla Mountain Rescue Group in 
Roanoke and Blacksburg. Virainia. 

The Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group (AMRG) is the Pittsburgh-area Group of the 
Appalachian Seareh and Rescue Conference, and as the newest Group of the ASRC. is 
rapidly developing Its capabilities with the full operational Bnd training support of the 
other ASRC Groups. The Group membership includes expert! in technical rescue, search 
manalment. and wilderness medicine. It is affiliated with the Eastern Rellion of the Na
tional Cave Rescue Commission and serves as a cave rescue team for the Pittsburgh Grotto 
of the National Speleological Society. The AMRG offers specialized training in search and 
rescue and wilderness medicine throullh several organizations. including Allegheny Gcneral 
Hospital and the Center for Emergency Medicine of Southwestern Pennsylvania; the Centcr 
for Emerlency Medicine also provides air transportation and 24·hour dispatch services for 
the AMRG. 



ALERTING AND CALLOUTS 

As with all Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference Groups, the Allelheny Moun
lain Rescue Group responds 10 an operation as an intelral parI of Ihe ASRC; members from 
all ASRC Groups are under a sinlle unified ASRC command. ASRC teams are available on 
shorl nOlice, 24 hours a day, for assistance in lost person searches and evacuations regard
less of the weal her, terrain, or time of day. The ASRC (includinl AMRG) is alerted by 
calling the Emerlency Operations Cenler of the Virlinia Departmenl of Emerlency Serv
ices In Richmond, Vlrlinla: 

EMERGENCY ALERT (804) 323-2300 

The ASRC maintains member. on a paler alert system at all times. The person callinl 
for ASRC assistance will quickly be put in contact with an ASRC Alert Officer to confirm 
the request alld to dispatch the appropriate resources. 

i
,~! 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY 

The Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference functions under the authority of thc 
alency responsible for the learch or evacuation (e.l. State Police, County Sherifr, Civil Air 
Patro' Mission Coordinator, lOCI' Emergency Services Coordinator, or Park Superintendent). 
The ASRC (and AMRG) will conduct operations only at the request of such alencies, and 
will directly support the responsible agency. 

SERVICES 

An Appalachian Search and Rescue Conrerence Quick Response Team can be mobilized 
within an hour, respondinl from the ASRC Group which can most quickly provide a 
qualified leam. The composition of this team depends on the nature of the mission. but for 
a rescue operation, the Quick Response Team is self-surr ,cient for 48 hours and carries 
field-portable medical lear. communications equipment. and technical rescue gear, as appro
priate to the situation and patient. Members have medical traininl ranginl from First 
Responder, throulh EMT·Paramedic, to fleJd-quaUried MD. 

The ASRC can also quickly provide an Qverhead Team to initiate the coordination and 
execution of I luge·seale search operltion, until additional ASRC search management per. 
sonnel .rrive. Members are prepared to assume on·scene direction or the technical details 
of • search operation, or to act in an advisory capacity. whiChever Is requested by the 
responsible agent. Many members are graduates of the National Search and Rcscue School 
or the National Association for Search and Rescue's Ma1lQglng the Search Funclion course, 
and have extensive and specialized ASRC search manaacment training. 

We welcome opportunities to train related oraanizations in search and rescue 
techniques, and can provide speakers and programs on outdoor safety topics, such as 
"Avoiding the Wilderness Emergency," "Wilderness Survival," or "Wilderness First Aid." 
Courses for EMT's, Paramedics, RN's, and MD's will be offered through the Center fot 
Emergency Medicine and Allegheny General Hospital. 

SERVICE AREA 

The Allegheny Mounlaln Rescue Group will deploy a Quick Response Team or Over
head Team, either by helicopter or motor vehicle, to any location within approximately a 
two·hour drive of Pittsburlh. The olher Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference 
Groups have a similar lervice area. The ASRC, includlnl the Allelheny Mountain Rescue 
Group, will respond to emerlenciel in other parts of the country, but may request the 
responsible aleney to approve fixed-win I air transport (ulually funded by the US. Air 
Force or the Virllnia Deparlment of Emerlency Services), to minimille travel time and 
ratilue, and to make our services more efficient. Should additional services be needed in 
the AMRG (western Pennsylvania) area. other ASRC Groups and related resources, such as 
alr-scentinl search dOIS. may be quickly dispatched by air tran,portation. 

EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES 

Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference Groups, including the Alleaheny Mountain 
Rescue Group, have neither the equipment nor the intent to replace any of the services of 
established rescue squads, nre departments, or law enforcement alenciel. We provide spe· 
cialized manalement and technical services In the outdoors, especially in ruued terrain, 
and consider our mission finished when the lost penon or accident victim i, transported to 
a normally accessible area (I.e. a road). 

Although we are willlnl to assist law enforcement aaencies with certain tasks, such 
as collection of evidence or search and recovery of crime victims in wildernels areu, we 
will not be involved ill the direct apprehension of criminals. 

EXPENSES AND FIELD SUPPORT 

The Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference and all its Groups are volunteer or· 
ganizations supported by membership fees and contributions. There is no charae for our 
services, though any donations are appreciated. 

All members carry enouah food and equipment to be self...ufficient for 48 hours. For 
more extended operations, we greatly appreciate support services, luch .. water, warm 
food, and shelter. 

MEMBERSHIP 

All Appalachian Search and Rescue Conference field personnel are experienced in out
doors activities. with extensive traininl in mountain rescue, land navigation, wilderness 
survival, and emerlency and wilderness medicine. Traininl and certification of Allegheny 
Mountain Rescue Group members meets stringent ASRC and Mountain Rescue Association 
standards. The tactical field operation is supported by administrative. medical. 
communications, Ind base management personnel. Experienced hikers, climbers, hunters. 
and fishermen may become Auxiliary Members upon completing a one-day training course 
and meetinl a small requirement for personal equipment. Membership inquiries are wei· 
comed from anyone interested in participatinl in AMRG or ASRC activities, in or out of 
the field. 
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INFORMATION FOR NEW APPLICANTS 
Version 1.2 March 1986 

Dear Applicant: 

Welcome to the Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group of the Appalachian Search and 
Rescue Conference, Inc. (the ASRC). We hope that, though it might be arduous at times, 
you find your association with us enjoyable, stimulating and rewarding. 

The Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group (AMRG) is the Pittsburgh area Group (i.e. 
local chapter) of the ASRC and our training standards, operational standards, and ad
ministrative requirements are set by the ASRC. Group members wear an ASRC uniform, 
and when we go out on a mission, all members function under a unified ASRC command. 
In addition to AMRG, there are currently ASRC Groups in Washington D.C., Charlottes
ville, Virginia, and Roanoke, Virginia. AMRG is a certified member team of the Mountain 
Rescue Association through the ASRC, and is also affiliated with 'the Eastern Region of 
the National Cave Rescue Commission and the National Association for Search and Rescue. 

If you haven't already read the AMRG Fact Sheet, do so, as it describes well what 
we do. ASRC missions occur about once every three weeks, though sometimes we have 
several close together and then none for a long time, and not all ASRC Groups are called 
out on each mission. Operations are mostly lost person searches with a few downed 
aircraft searches and mountain or cave rescues for variety, but the majority of our rescue 
work is when we find a lost person or downed aircraft. For some reason, most of our 
operations seem to occur at three in the morning during freezing rain (so don't say you 
weren't warned!) There's never any requirement that you go on a particular mission. 

If you think that full active membership requires more time than you can spare, but 
you are an experienced outdoorsperson who wishes to support the ASRC by participating in 
an occasional mission and attend an occasional training session, consider becoming an 
Auxiliary Member. Auxiliaries are called out when we need many outdoor-competent 
search team members who are conversant with the ASRC's procedures. Requirements for 
Auxiliary Membership include outdoor experience, outdoor gear as described in the at
tached Auxiliary Equipment List (also found in Appendix C of the Basic Member Training 
Course), participation in a one-day Auxiliary Member Training Session, and a $5/year sub
scription to the ASRC Newsletter. Auxiliary Membership is good for a year and renewed 
by participation in an ASRC mission, an ASRC simulation, or attending another Auxiliary 
Training Session. The best way to find out about upcoming Auxiliary Training Sessions is 
to subscribe to the ASRC Newsletter. To subscribe, send a check for $5 for a year's 
subscription, made out to the Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group, to: ASRC Newsletter, 
1718 "N" Street NW, Washington, DC 20036. 
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AMRG 	Information for Trainees 

If you wish to participate in AMRG activities or missions on a regular basis and you 
have specific skills to offer, such as radio communications or administrative expertise, but 
you are not interested meeting all the requirements for becoming a Certified Basic Member 
(see below), consider becoming an Associate Member. (It is possible for Associate Members 
to acquire the right to wear the ASRC uniform and vote along with Trainees and Basics, 
although most do not.) If you are interested in Associate Membership, please contact the 
Membership Coordinator or Training Officer. If, however, you wish to commit yourself to 
intensive training and active membership in the Group, you will wi~lo apply for Trainee 
membership. . " 

We try to give adequate counseling to each new applicant for Trainee Membership, 
but we often find it difficult to spend as much time with Our new applicants and Trainees 
as we would like, so we distribute this letter which presents the basic information each new 
applicant or Trainee should know. We hope you find this a good guide to getting started as 
an ASRC member; please feel free to ask for further information from any officer or 
member. 

The requirements for Trainee Membership are extensive, because Trainees are given 
many rights and privileges: they wear the ASRC uniform, participate in missions, vote in 
Group elections, and may hold office in the Group. Trainee membership is good for a year 
from when you are voted in, during which time you are expected to pick up the knowledge, 
skills. personal equipment, and experience required to become a ASRC Certified Basic 
Member (and thereby a certified member of the Mountain Rescue Association), 

To become a Trainee, you should be experienced in the outdoors (If you are in 
doubt about your level of expertise, speak with the Training Officer). Come to several 
Group activities, and participate in at least one outdoor training session, so that members 
will get to know you. You will need to do the following to meet the requirements for 
Trainee Membership: 

(I) 	 From the Stores Officer, obtain a Membership Packet, which contains many pUblica
tions related to membership and operations. The packet costs $25, but the $25 
you've paid will allow you to omit the Group initiation fee if you become a Trainee. 
You must also get two books: Surviving the Unexpected Wilderness Emergency, by 
Gene Fear, and The Commonsense Medical Guide and Outdoor Reference, by Newell 
Breyfogle. You should also consider the purchase of Mountain Search and Rescue 
Techniques by Bill May. Wilderness Search and Rescue by Tim Setnicka, and 
Mountaineering: The Freedom of the Hills by The Mountaineers; all are available 
from the Stores Officer. 

(2) 	 Obtain the equipment on the Trainee Equipment checklist (available as a handout, or 
see Appendix C of the AMRG Basic Member Modular Training Course in the Mem
bership Packet), and bring it to any of the evening training sessions at Allegheny 
General Hospital for an equipment check. 

(3) 	 The Membership Packet also contains a copy of the draft ASRC Search and Rescue 
Operations Plan (SAROP) Training Manual. Read through it, then ask the Member
ship Coordinator to take the Trainee SAROP test. The test is both brief and simple; 
you needn't commit the SAROP Training Manual to memory, and in fact you can 
skip the entire section on operational problems. 

(4) 	 You must have, or be in the process of obtaining, a current Red Cross or Heart Associa
tion CPR card. The Group offers CPR courses from time to time. or call your local 
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AMRG Information for Trainees 

Fire Department, Rescue Squad, Red Cross, or Heart Association to find one. 

(5) 	 You must have a current Red Cross Standard First Aid and Personal Safety card, or be 
able to demonstrate equivalent first aid ability by passing a 30-question true-false 
test administered by the Membership Coordinator. (If you fail, you will be assigned 
a bit of reading and then allowed to retake the test.) 

Once you've accomplished all of these, you will be proposed for a vote at a business 
meeting, and if the Group votes favorably on your appli~n, you become a Trainee 
Member of the Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group. When' you have been accepted into 
Trainee Membership, you will be issued an ASRC patch and official nametag. You should 
give your name to the Stores Officer as you wish it to appear on the nametag, and you 
might want to order additional nametags or patches at the same time. You should put 
together an ASRC uniform as specified in the Appendix to the ASRC Training Guide (also 
in your Membership Packet), and, if you wish, a uniform parka. You should wear your 
uniform to all official Group activities, including meetings and training sessions. 

As a Trainee, you may vote in Group meetings, except on certain questions related 
to the ASRC as a whole (such as voting for ASRC Board of Directors delegates or voting on 
the Certification of Trainees to Basic Membership; these privileges are reserved for Certi 
fied Basic Members), There is no requirement that you attend a minimum number of busi
ness meetings, but we have training at the business meetings, and it is a time-honored 
ASRC practice to confer positions (and work) on members who are not present to defend 
themselves. You must, however, complete a minimum amount of training to be eligible to 
become a Basic Member, and you must meet the standards for Basic Membership set out in 
detail in the ASRC Training Guide. AMRG has set up a checklist approach to becoming a 
Basic Member: if you do everything on the list, you've probably had a reasonable educa
tion in mountain search and rescue and should be able to pass the written and practical 
Basic Exams and become a solid Basic Member. Here's what you nee<t to do: 

(1) Complete all 4 Modules of the Basic Member Training Course; 
(2) Complete all 4 Skills Checklists of the Basic Member Training Course; 
(3) 	 Obtain all the equipment on the Basic Equipment Checklist (Checklist 3 in Appendix C 

of the Basic Member Training Course); and 
(4) Obtain Advanced First Aid, First Responder, or EMT training. 
(5) 	 On training sessions, simulations, and missions, demonstrate to the Training Officer 

and other members proficiency in using your knowledge and skills to confidently 
and competently accomplish search and rescue tasks in the outdoors. 

Once you've completed all 4 modules, you can ask the Training Officer for a take-home 
written Basic test, and once you've completed all 4 Skills Checklists you can take the prac
tical Basic test (scheduled as needed). When you've passed the tests, you will be proposed to 
the Certified Membership of the Group for voting-in as a Certified Basic Member! 

I hope this answers most of your questions about what goes on in the Group and 
how you can fit in. Please ask the Membership Coordinator, me, or any Group member if 
you have further questions. 

Keith Conover, MD. 

Training Officer 


Page 3 of 3 



APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESClE CONFERENCE, INC. 
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Allegheny Mauntain Rescue Broup* MEMBER INFORHAT ION PACKET 

PARLIAHENTARY PROCEDURE FOR TJoE UNINTERESTED OR 

How to Minimize Boreda. at AMR6 ~tings in a Few Easy Steps 


by Keith Conover, M.D. 


Version 1.0 Noveeber 1985 Copyright_ (C) 1985 by At1RG 
===============================~==========-=-==~============== 

Mhere there is no law, bat every .an does what is right 

in his own eyes, there is the least o~ real liberty. 


--Gen. Henry M. Robert, USA 


If you would like to keep AMRG business meetings short (who 
doesn't?), but still would like to get the necessary business transac
ted, then read these three pages. 

The application o~ parlia.entary law is the best .ethod yet 
devised to enable asse.blies o~ any size, with dae regard ~or every 
.e.ber's opinion, to arrive at the general will on a .axi.u. nu.ber o~ 
questions o~ varying co.plexity in a .ini.u. ti.e and under all kinds 
o~ internal cliaate ranging ~ro. total haraony to hardened or iapas
sioned division o~ opinion. 

(From the Introduction to Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised) 

To take a full and effective part in the business of the Group, 
it requires that you know a little bit about parliamentary procedure, 
which is presented here. Usually, we find we are all in agreement and 
we need little parliamentary procedure, but if there is disagreement, 
we must fall back on established procedure to insure that majority 
rules, while allowing the minority a reasonable opportunity to be 
heard, with a minimum of time and effort. 

MEETINGS To have a legitimate business meeting, we must meet 
four criteria. The meeting must be scheduled or called in a legiti 
mate manner, we must have a Meeting Chairman (the Group Chairman or 
Vice-Chairman, or a substitute designated by one of them), and we must 
have a Secretary (anyone can be temporarily appointed as Secretary if 
need be). The fourth requirement is for a quorum, which means enough 
people to transact business. For AMRG, this means one-third of the 
total voting members, including Basics, Trainees, and Voting Asso
ciates. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS Any item of business requiring more discussion 
than is reasonable in a business meeting should be referred to a 
committee. Anyone who is truly interested may voice his or her opin
ions on the committee without taking up everyone else's time at the 
business meetings. The committee discusses the question at its lei 
sure, then at the next business meeting gives a brief report of its 
deliberations, presenting its recommendations in the form of a 
motion; only limited discussion is permitted before a vote. 
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APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND REBClE CONFERENCE CAPABILITIES: 
R gaJdr for ShlrrJff,' .nd ~olJc, .,p.rt.,nt. 

IptrpdgctJop Th. App.l.chi.n S..rch .nd R••cu. Conf.r.nc. (ASRC) i. 
c~o.~ of lac.l ch.pter•• c.ll.d Group.. Th. Sh.n.ndo.h Mount.in R••cu. 
Group i. the ASRC'. Broup in the Washi ngton, DC .r... Wh.n the ASRC 
r.c.iv••• c.ll for •••i.t.nc•• ASRC ~.o.r. frOlft the .ppropri.t. Groups 
r ••pond, functioning und.r • unifi.d ASRe colftlftand, in .upport of the r. 
qu••ting .g.ncy. "-.o.r. of .11 ASRC Group. we.r the •••• uniform .nd ~.t 
the .... tr'ining stand.rds••nd ••ingl. c.ll to the Virginia Offic. of 
En.rgy and E..rgency Servic•• (oRIS) .t 904-323-2300 will Obt.in • r.pid 
.nd .ppropri.t. r.spon•• fro. thJf.ppropri.t. ASRC Group•• 

Although the ASRe h ••• d..ari.tr.t~ profici.ncy in mount.in r ••cu_, 
w. al.o conduct .nd manag. lo.t per.on ••arch••, in the mount.in. or .ls. 
Wher., in fact, we conduct Mar••••rch•• th.n r ••cu... Thi. guid. outlin•• 
ASRC lo.t p.r.on •••rch cap.biliti ••• 

,«trr.ining Jf « R,c'RR is 'p,t Th. lac.l law .nforc.m.nt .g.ncy i. 
w.ll qu.lifi.d to d.t.r.in. if • mi ••ing p.r.on i. lo.t in the outdoor., 
rath.r th.n, for In.tanc., b.ing • run.way or the victim of foul pl.y. Th. 
ASRC i. u.u.lly c.ll.d only .fter this r ••pon.ibl••g.ncy d.cide. th.t 
th.r. i •• r •••on.bl. ch.nc. th.t the .ubJ.ct i. truly lo.t in the out
door•• 

N.str Se.eeh Bom.ti...... p.rt of the initi.l inv••tig.tion of • 
prob.bl. lo.t p.r.on .itu.tion, • Point L••t S••n i. d.t.rmined: • c.r, • 
hou•••• tr.il junction, or .0Ift. oth.r ti•••nd plac. wh.r. r.llabl. infor
••tion l ••t report. the ••arch .ubj.ct. Th. Point L••t S••n .nd oth.r 
high-prob.bility .r•••• • uch •• the .ubj.ct'. d••tin.tion. or • trail the 
.ubJ.ct w,. known to b. follOMing, b.co.. the ar••• for the HI.ty S••rch. 
If the Point L••t S••n i. n••r .n ASRC Group (W••hington. DC; Charlotte. 
viii., VA; or Ro.nok., VA) you might .sk the ASRC to do it for you; other
wi ••• it .ay b. acr••ffici.nt for it to b. don. by the loc.l Sh.riff>s 
departMent, fir. d.partment. or r ••cu. squad. As with. cri.. scen., the 
Point La.t S••n is usu.lly prot.cted .nd tr.at.d a. a pot.ntial .ourc. of 
clu... Th. r ••pon.ibl••geney oft.n t.k......ur•• to .n.ure that un
train.d •••rch.r. do not tr.mpl. clu••, wh.th.r at the Point Last Seen or 
• I • .-n.r., in th.ir .ffort. to find the .ubj.ct. 

S••reh H.D.q••,nt Th••o.t difficult part of any ••arch I. m.naging 
it: planning .trat.gy. k"ping tr.ck of wh.t i. h.pp.ning In the fi.ld, .nd 
h.ndling the prObl.m. th.t in.vitably occur. Th. nation.lly-r.cogniz.d 
tr'ining for ••arch coordin.tor. i. H.D.giD9 th« Se.reh Function, given by 
the N.tion.l A••oci.tion for S••rch .nd R••cu. and by the Co••t Gu.rd/Air 
Forc. Nation.l S••rch .nd R••cu. School. Th. ASRC ha. m.ny member. Mith 
this c.rtific.tion .nd with con.id.r.bl••••rch m.n.g.ment .xp.rienc.. If 
there i •• lo.t par.on .itu.tion in your county, .nd you Mould like to talk 
with on. of th••• Se.rch Adyi.ors, f ••l fr•• to call, .nd w. will a••lgn 
an. to •••i.t you. Th. ASRC c.n .1.0 provide • compl.t. Overhead Te.m, 
con.i.ting of ••ver.l .xperienc.d m••ber•• th.t can h.ndl. mo.t of the 
tachnical d.tail. of • l.rg. lo.t p.r.on ••arch op.r.tion for you. If the 
••arch ar•• i •• lang drive from the n••r ••t ASRe Group, .ir tr.n.portation 
can u.ually b ••rr.ng.d (through the Virginia OEEB or the USAF Aero.p.c. 
Rescu. and R.cov.ry S.rvic.' .t no co.t to the r.qu••ting .gency. 
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.,Traa '.adtrs In .ddition to .n Ovarh••d T •••• the ABRe c.n provide 
advi.ors (or l ••ders) for t ••m. of volunt••r ••nd loc.l .g.ncy p.rsonn.l. 
Our Fi.ld T.a. L••dars h.v. tr'ining in t ••• l ••d.rship, lo.t par.on 
•••rch. mountain r ••cu., .nd l.nd n.vig.tionl they .r. g.n.r.lly Em.rg.ncy 
Medic.l T.chnici.n. (EMT'.) or b.tt.r, .nd w. provide • VHF-FM r.dio .nd 
m.dic.l kit for .ach Fi.ld T••• L••d.r. 

S••reb raetic, Exp.ri.nc. indic.t•• th.t it i .•••ldom (if .v.r) 
appropri.t. to .atur.t. the sr•• with m••••• of untr.in~ foot •••rcher•• 
Although this .ight ••ti.fy the public'. d••ir. to h.lp. it t.nd. to d•• 
troy ••••nti.l clu••, result. in •••rch.r inJuri....nd m.y incr•••• the 
number of lo.t p.opl.. For mod.r.t. terrain, air-sc.nting •••rch dog. h.v. 
prov.d ord.r. of m.gnitud. mora .ucc•••ful ••nd .m.ll, w.ll-di.ciplin.d 
clu.- .nd track-can.ciaus t ••m••r. quit••ff.ctiv. for the rougher .r•••• 
For cert.in high-prOb.bility .r•••. ••killful altern.tion of •••rch dog. 
and .m.ll. highly tr.ined •••rch t ••m. m.y prove the b••t. R.ports from 
the p••t faw y.ar. indic.t. that m.ny of the p.opl. found .liv. in rugg.d 
Virginia .r••• have b.an found by coordin.t.d .fforts of ASRC-trained 
•••rch.r••nd .ir-sc.nting dog.. Th. ASRe ha. very cIa•• r.lation.hip. 
Mith air-.c.nting dog group. that can r ••pond with u., .nd. in addition to 
it. management .t.ff .nd Fi.ld T••m Le.d.rs, M. c.n provide .ff.ctiv••nd 
reliable •••rch t.am. for unusu.lly rugg.d t.rr.in. or.whan •••rch op.r. 
tiona mu.t be conduct.d .t night or in rain or .now. 

Saf.ty i. a ••Jor ASRC concern' no •••rch.r und.r ASRe control. on • 
mi.slon or a training ••••ion. h.s .v.r suff.r.d anything mora ••var. th.n 
poi.on ivy or a b •••ting. ASRC .nd •••rch dog ••rvic•• • r. provided .t no 
cost. .nd w••lw.y. op.r.t. und.r the comm.nd of the loc.l .gancy. 
~ Sinc••11 ASRC-c.rtifi.d m.mbar• • r. tr.in.d in •••rg.ncy 

m.dicin••nd mountain r ••cu••• w.ll •••••rch, m.mbar. involv.d in a 
•••rch m.y b. r.pidly tran.form.d into. r ••cu. t.... Th. ASRC h••• 
region.l .nd n.tion.l r.put.tion for ..thodic.l .nd .af. conduct of diffi 
cult r ••cu••, and i. the only Mount.in R••cu. A••oci.tion C.rtified org.ni
z.tion •••t of the Rocky Mount.in.. Mo.t ASRe mambar • • r. EMT'., m.ny Mith 
.dv.nc.d life .upport tr.ining (.nd • f.~ Mith MD's), .nd w••1w.y. work 
very clo••ly with EMT'. from the local r ••cu••quad•• 

Thi. guide i. concarn.d prim.rily with lo.t p.r.on .itu.tion., but 
b.ckMood••itu.tion•••y occur whar. the victim>. loc.tion is alr.ady known 
<•• g. wh.n • hunter w.lk. out to • ro.d to report .n inJur.d hunting p.rt 
n.r); the ASRC'. r ••cu. cap.biliti •• ar. alM.Y••v.il.bl. for .uch r.scu. 
oper.tion.. It Mill taka ti.. for .n ASRC t ••m to .rriv• • t the .it., but 
in the int.r••t of aiding the victim. w • • r. quit. willing to r ••pond to a 
pot.nti.lly difficult r ••cu., .v.n though the r ••cu••,y occ••ionally be 
concluded b.fore our t.a••rriv... Th. ASRC al.o off.r•••min.r. for 
.gencl •• int.re.t.d in l.arning the ASRC's ••arch .nd r ••cu. t.chniqu••• 

CopclqsiPR Th. ASRC off.r•• vari.ty of ••rvic•• for. public ••fety 
agency fac.d Mith • lo.t p.r.on .itu.tion, Wh.th.r in the mount.in. or not. 
By obt.ining •••i.t.nc. from the ASRC .nd •••arch dog group, the .itu.tion 
c.n b. t.ckl.d in a prof•••ion.l m.nn.r that i. r.l.tiv.ly in.xp.n.iv••nd 
h.s • v.ry high .ucc••• r.t.. Th. ABRC h•••xc.ll.nt working r.l.tion.hip. 
with county••t.t., .nd f.d.r.l .g.nci ••• including inform.l coop.r.tiv. 
.gr••m.nt•••nd w • • r • • lw.y. glad to m••t with loc.l offici.l. to discu•• 
pr.pl.nning for •••rch .nd r ••cu. incid.nt.. Any .g.ncy (in Virginia or 
any oth.r .t.t.) th.t n••d•••si.t.nc. with. lo.t par.on .itu.tian .hould 
call the Virginia Offic. of En.rgy .nd Em.rg.ncy S.rvic•• (S04-323-2300) 
.nd r.qu••t ASRC .nd dog t ••m •••i.t.nc.. A•• final not., on. of the 
purpos•• of the ASRC i. to off.r information .nd training wh.n.v.r it c.n; 
pl.a.e cont.ct u. if your .g.ncy Mould like training in any ••p.ct of lo.t 
p.rson ••arch or wild.rn••• r ••cu•• 

(Prep.r.d by the Sh.n.ndoah Mountain R••cu. Group, ASRe) 
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--------------------------------------------------------------

Th. ~ain purpo•• of co~mi~~••• i. ~o k••p ~ho.e who are p.s.ion
a~.ly in~.r••~ed in ~h. de~ail. of a .ubj.c~ fra. boring ~h. r ••~ of 
u. a~ a bu.in••••••~ing. and ~o giv. ~h.. ~ime ~o di.cu•• ~he .ubJ.c~ 
in the proper depth wlthDU~ having to Marry about the tim. pre.sur. of 
a r.gular bu.in... -.-ting. S~anding Committe.s, .uch a. ~he Tr.ining 
Ca..itt••, ••k. a gener.l r.port Cagain, bri.fly) and propo.e motion. 
r.lated to qu••tion. r.ferr.d to the c~itte. at the last business 
~tino. New id.a. that. committ.. oen.r.t•••hould be introduced in 
the n.w bu.in••• section of the ...tinO. 

MOTIONS AND ORDER QF BUSINESS Th. building block of parliamen
tary procedure i. the ~, .....ich is • proposal tha~ the Group take 
a particular .ction or .t.nd. In strict p.rli.mentary proc.dur., .11 
di.cussion is ori.n~.d to • p.rticular MOtionl by .tating the motion 
cl ..rly b.for. any discus.i~~ there is no confu.i~ .bout the .Kact 
nature of the topic. ~ 

At the v.ry b.ginning of the ...ting. ju.t aft.r the minut•• are 
r.ad. the Training Offic.r or hi. d••ion.te ••kes motions regarding 
...ber.hip ..tt.r.1 this allow. nBMly-voted-in ..mb.r. to vote on the 
bu.ine•• during the r ••t of the ...ting. After memb.rship m.tt.r., 
any 	Speci.l Order. fAC ~be p.y .r. con.ider.d. Th••• ar. i~.m. man
dated for con.ider.~ion at this p.rticul.r ...ting, for in.~.nc. if 
the 	Bylaw••tat. th.t election. -u.~ be held at this ...ting, or if a 
vote at • pr.viou...~ing .cheduled • p.rticularly important que.tion 
for 	this .e.tino. During the c~i~t.e repor~., the cOhmitt.e chair
.en 	M.k. Motion. regardino .ny bu.ine•• r.f.rred to the committ.. at 
the 	la.t bu.ine.....ting. Unfini.hed by.ine•• frOM the l ••t ...tino 
i. taken up neKt. In new bu.in•••• notion. are taken frQm tbe floor: 

any votinO ...ber .ay. (upon b.ing recogniz.d by the chair), m.ke • 

.ation. Anyon......o wish.. to .peak IllUst first b. recggnized by the 

chair. Qf cour.e, if .veryon. con.en~., w. may ionor. this r.quir. 

man~. but the chair alw.y. ha. the option of t.king over ......n.v.r 

n.c••••ry C.......en ~h. di.cu••ion h.at. up a bit). 


Any mQtion -u.t r.c.ive a ~ before it may b. con.idered, the 
--.ber ••conding n••d not be in f.vor of the mo~ion, but ju.t in f.vor 
Qf talking about it (even if ju.t to .oundly def.at it). If nece.s.ry 
for clarity. the chair should ~hen r ••tat. ~he mo~ion to the member
.hip. Th. ch.ir then .llow. memb.r. to .p.ak in f.vor and .g.in.t the 
motion. allowing me.oers twa 2-minute speeches each, .nd al~ern.tino 
b.tw.en. po.itiv. end neo.~iv••tet...n~.......n po••ible. (The per.on 
.....0 ~ed. the .atian u.uelly O.t. fir.~ crack.) If there is pl.nty ofti_. and th. enUre Group con_n~., _ m.y u•• inform.l coo.id.....
tigo......ich ju.t mean. thet ~he tMQ-minut. and sp.ak-twic.-only rule. 
are .u.p.nded. 

If, howev.r, thino••t.rt dregoing on. it'. time to eith.r ~ 
the gue.tign or to r.fer to a com.itt.e. If you make • motion to call 
th. 9u.stion. end it i ••econded. that m.ens w. have to vote on 
wh.ther to vat. on the ••in que.tion or not. CGot that?) If your 
.ation to call the que.tion p...... th.n w. must VD~e on the main 
.etian without addition.l d.bet.. When you "move w. call the que.
tion O you're .ayino th.~ you'r. bor.d .nd you think other. are, too. 
If the qu••tion i. iaporten~, but you're .till bor.d or tired, m.ke • 
MOtion to ~ it until the n.Mt .e.ting. or to refer it to • com
mitte•• 
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In vo~ing on mo~ion., the vo~ing may be restricted to C.rtified 
CBasic and Rescue) Mambers, .s with elections for ASRC deleg.t•• , or 
it m.y b. open to ell Group voting memb.r•••• with alections for 
Group Offic.r••nd wi~h most gen.ral motion.. C.rtified Member., 
Traine••, end A.soci.te. given the right to vote m.y vote in oener.l 
Group elections. In a case where the entire member.hip seem. behind • 
motion, the Chairman may s.y .omethino like ·unles. there i. di ••ent, 
I will accept this motion," unle•••omeone compl.in., the motion 
pas.e. by unanimpy. conseot. Thet doeso't me.n everyon. wes in f.vor, 
just that nobody wan~ed to vote agains~ i~. 

And that'. it! A few rule. that are re.lly ju.~ Oood common 
sen... Rememb.r: do your p.r~ to keap meeting. from b.ino boring. 

IlRDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Th. call to order 

2. IntrQduction of vi.itor. or gue.ts 

3. Re.ding .nd .pprov.l of minute. 

4. Membership M.tters (•• g. Election of M.mber.) 

S. Speciel Orders for ~he n.y Ca.o- Election.) 

6. ASRC, HeRC. and MRA Report. Cif any I 

7. 	Report. of Officer. and S~anding Committe••: 

•• Ch.irman (report of .c~ion. of Bo.rd' 

b. Oper.tions Committ.. 
c. Training COQmi~tee 
d. Information Committe. 
e. Tr•••urer 

B. Raport. of Ad Hoc Commit~e•••nd Projects 

9. Unfini.hed Bu.ine•• 

10. 	New Busine•• 

11. 	Adjournlllen~ 

12. 	Tr.ining Progr.m, if .ny 
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======= -------==--=======--=====:==-=------===- === 
Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group BASIC HEMBER TRAINING COURSE 

Editor: Keith Conover, H.D. 
APPENDIX C-l: EQUIPHENT CHECKbIST FOR AUXILIARY HEHBERS 

Version 2.0 Hay 1984 	 Copyright (C) 1984 by SHRG 
..:::::======= 	 : ====-===== . -==== Items in parentheses are recommended, but all others are 
required. Substitutes may be acceptable but require the approval 
of the Training Officer. This equipment should be readily avail 
able for missions (i.e. prepacked, or easily l~ted). 

=====::::=::=::=:i=im============~=====-==~'=============-=============== 
CLOTHING 

Hiking boots 

Sturdy outdoor clothing 

Adequate raingear 

A wind shell jacket with a hood 

Two heavy wool sweaters or shirts·, or equivalent warm-when
wet clothing 


A wool balaclava hat or wool stocking cap 


A bivouac/storm shelter; two large plastic leaf bags will 
suffice 

A rucksack or daypack 

A water bottle or canteen, at least 1 liter capacity 

An electric HEADLAMP (not flashlight) with alkaline, nickel
cadmium.. or lithium batteries; carbon-zinc or "heavy-duty" 
batteri~s are not acceptable due to poor performance in the 
cold. (A flashlight with a headstrap is acceptable.) 

Spare batteries AND bulbs for the headlamp. 

Leather gloves for 1 i tter handling 

SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL GEAR 
o 	 (A whistle) 
o 	 (An orienteering compass) 
o 	 (A pocket knife) 
o 	 (An emergency fire-starter, e.g. waterproof matches and a candle) 
o 	 (48 hours worth of field rations) 
o 	 (A waterproof notebook and pencils) 
o 	 (A warm sleeping bag) 
o 	 (An Ensolite pad or equivalent) 
o 	 (Wool pants and wool mittens) 
o 	 (Fifteen feet of 2" seatbelt webbing fastened in a loop with a 

2" Faste>~ buckle, for ali tter load strap and back-carry strap) 

C-l 



_____a_a__afta_________________.- ==-_________•____~.______ 
Shen.ndo.h Hount.in R.scu. &roup BASIC KEMBER TRAINING COURSE 

K.ith Conover, Editor 
APPENDIX C-2j EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST FOR TRAINEE MEMBERS 

V.....ion 2.0 H.y 1994 	 Copyrioht (C) 1994 by SI1RG 
----_..--._--------------------------- =-.......... -.....-


ItR.s in par.nth•••• ar. r.co~mended, but .11 oth.r••re 
required. Substitute. may b••cceptabl. but require the .pproval 
of the Trainino Officer. Thi ••quipMant .hould be quickly .nd 
readily .vailable for mi ••ion. (i ••• pr.packed, or •••ily 10
c.ted ••--------------------------- . ---..........----------
CLDTHING 


Hi!<:inlJ boot. 
 -

Sturdy outdoor clothing 

Adequate r.ing.ar 

A ~ind .h.ll J.ck.t with. hood 

Two he.vy wool .we.t..... or ~irt•• or equiv.lent w.rm-when
wet clothing 


A wool b.lacl.va hat or wool .tacking c.p 


EM 

A bivou.c/.tore ~elter, tMD laro. pl ••tic l ••f b.g. will 

suffic. 


An orient..... ing-typ. coep••• 


An .lectric HEADLAHP (not fl.~light) with .lkalin•• ntckRl

c.dmtum, or lithiu. b.tt.ri.., carbon-zinc or "h••vy-duty· 

b.tt.... i •• are not .ccept.ble due to poor perform.nc. in the 

cold. 


Sp.r. b.tt.ri•• AND bulb. for the h••dla.p. 


A whi.tl. 


A w.t.rproof notebook .nd pencil. 


An .mero.ncy fir.-.t.rt.r ••• 0. w.terproof ••tch•••nd • 

c.ndl. 


A w.t.r bottle or cant.en••t ••••t 1 liter c.p.city 


A ruck••ck or laro. d.yp.ck 


A poc:ket knt fe 


49 hour. worth of field r.tion. 


TRAINEE EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST 

A w.rm .le.pino b.O 

An En.olit. pad or .quivalent 

A b ••ic fir.t .id kit, cont.inino '.t l.ast the Dr~ssings and 
Banda9~s li.t.d for the Per.on.l Wilderne•• Hedic.l Kit: 

4 - 3" M 4" pi.ce. of molR.kin 

I" (by .t l •••t 3 yards) w.t....proof .dhe.ive t.p. 

3" by 5 yard. (.tretched) el••tic ("Ace") b.nd.ge 

t - 3" by 5 yard. <.tr.tch.d) confor.ino roll.,. g.uze 
(1(1 ing) 

to - s ••11 .dh••ive b.nd.ge. (e.o. I" x 3" Bandaids) 

e medium-.iz. <•• 0. 3" M 3") g.uze p.ds 

5 ..diu.-.ize butt.rfly strip. or ".utur••trip." 

tri.ngular b.nd.ge with 2 ••fety pin. 


- wir. me.h aplint 


TECHNICAl. BEIICYE EQUIPMENT 


A helmet or h.rdh.t with a nonstr.tch chin .tr.p (Not.: • 
climbino hel..t i. required for a.sic H••b.r.hip.) 

Le.th.r glov.s 

A .R.t harn••s, 6 ••ter. of 1" tubular nylon climbing 
w.bbinO will suffic. 

2 Pru.ik/tie-in loop••••ch tied from. 1.5 ••t.r long. 6 .. 
diam.t.r pi.c. of nylon k....n••nt.l climbing-gr.de rap. 

1 locking c.rabin.r 

Fift.en f ..t of 2" •••tb.lt webbing f ••tened in • loop with a 
2" F••teM buckl •• for • litt.... lo.d .tr.p and b.ck-c.rry .trap 

S~Q ~QQITI9HAL GEAR 
o 	 (SunOI •••••1 
o 	 (A .m.tl toilRt kit' it might includ.: toilet p.p..... so.P. 

• ••11 tOWR., toothbrush, toothp.stR, t.mpon. Dr p.d., or 
cont.ct IRns solution.) 

o 	 (A fRw .Mtr. 10ckinO c.rabinRrs and .o.e extra 1" tubu••r 
webbing) 

o 	 (Wool p.nts .nd wool mitten.) 

C-2 
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ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN RESCUE GROUP 
a Group of t.he 

APPALACHIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE, INC. 

APPLICATION FOR TRAINSF/ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
Versian 1.0 November 1985 

I .. PERSONAL 


NAME__________________________ 
 BIRTHDATE___-=_______ 
~-SSN______________ SEX: t1 F 

MAILING ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE: ~(____~)___________ WORK PHONE: ~(____~)_____________ 

EXPLAIN________________________OTHER PHONE: ~(____~)~________~ 

11. MEDICAL 
Please list and explain any medical cond.itions which t:·o~.1ld affect 
your ability in the field, or which should be known in case of an 
emergency; "include current current medications and drug aller
gie~. Attach another piece of paper if needed. 

III. Availability 

Are you available for mission callouts? Y N 

If yes, do you have any time-of-day or geographic limitations? 

IV. EMERGENCY CONTACT 

Next of kin or other emergency contact: 

Name_________________________ 
Relation______------------------------ 

Telephone number(s) ( ) ( ) 



y. TRAINING 

A. CURRENT MEDICAL CERTiFICATIQN Instructor? pate Expires 

Y N Heart e..n. CPR card••••••••••••••••••• _________________ 


Y N RI!d Cro•• CPR card•••••••••••••••••••••______ 


Y N R.o Cro•• St.nd.rd Fir.t Aid C.rd•••••• ___________________ 


Y N Red Cro•• Adv.nc.o Fir.t Aid C.rd•••••• _________ ~________ 


Y N DOT Fir.t R••pond.r C.rd CSt.t.: ___) •• , ___________________ 


Y "N.tion.l Regi.try EMT e*___________________________________ 

Y N ".tion.l R.gi.try EMT-P e*_______________________________ 


" St.t. EMT CL.v.l: ~ *___________________ ....________ 
Y N RH•••••••• eSt.t.: • ____•____________~ 


Y "MD•••••••• eSt.t.: __ • _______________, 


Y N AHA ACLS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ____________ 


Y "ACS ATLS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ____________ 

Y N ACS 8TLS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ___________ 

Y N ACEP PHTLS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __________ _ 

L.psed c~tific.tion or oth.r r.l.v.nt training or .xp.ri.nc.: 

Y 

B. OTHER TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE 

Y " Aaateur R.dio Licen•• Cl•••: Call: 

Y N Nation.l C.ve Rescue Co.-i ••ton Ori.nt.tion Card 
D.t. compl.t.d: ___________ 

Y N ~C week-long caur•••••••••••••••O.t. compl.t.d: ___________ 

Y "Virgini. or NASAR S.arch First R••pond~ Cour•• 
O.t. compl.t.d: ____________ 

Y N Nation.l BAR School Gr.du.t•••••••O.t. compl.t.d: ____________ 

Y N NASAR Hanaging the S..rch Function Cour•• 
O.te compl.t.d: __________ 

In the sp.c. b.low, pl •••• d••cribe bri.fly your outdoor .nd 
se.rch .nd r ••cu••xperience .nd tr.iningJ m.ntion .ny g.ogr.phic 
ar••• with which you .re ••p.ci.lly f.mili.r. 

Th. und.r.ign.d .pplic.nt .cknowledg•• th.t h. or .h. 
appli •• for me.o.rship in the Allegheny Mount.in Rescu. Broup of 
the App.l.chi.n S••rch .nd R••cu. Conf.renc., Inc. with full 
knowl.dg. of the d.ng.rou. condition. and the risk•••soci.ted 
with the .ctivitie. of .nd tr.ining for s••rch .nd r ••cue op.r. 
tion., and th.t he or .h••••u..s .ole .nd entire r ••pon.ibility 
for .ny prop.rty d.m.g. or .ny loss of lif. or injuri.s th.t h. 
or .he ..y su.t.in in connection th.rewith. In con.id.r.tion of 
the privileg. of tr.inino .nd p.rticip.tion with .aid oro.niz. 
tion, the .pplicant aor••• to r.l •••• the Aileoh.ny Mountain 
R.scue Group, the App.lachi.n S..rch and R••cue Confer.nce, Inc., 
th.ir dir.ctor., offic.rs, or .ny aoent•• or th.ir member.hip 
frOM liability for any lo.s of life or injuries to the applicant 
or any da.ag. to his or h.r prop.rty re.ulting from any caus. 
what.o.v.r in conn.ction th.r.with. 

Sign.tur. of p.r.nt or 1.0.1 gu.rdi.n i. r.quir.d if .pplicant 
und.r lB. 

Applicant Oat. Witness Oat. 

P.r.nt/Gu.rdian Oat. Witness Dat. 
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